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“Life is an unending quest. An 
unending journey. I cherish 
remaining a socialist soldier till I 


breathe my last. ” 


(Concluding lines in Rabi Rav’s Odia 
Autobiography ‘Anwesara Akéasha ’) 
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Message 


1 am happy to know that the Lohia Academy Trust is to 
publish a collection of reminiscences in honour of Rabi Ray, a 
great friend of the Tibetan people. We have met many times 
over the years and | have always been very appreciative of the 
depth of his sympathy for the people of Tibet. He belongs to 
that generation of Indian leaders whose support made it possible 
for the Tibetan refugees to forge a productive and cohesive 
community in India. In due course this enabled us to re-establish 
the essential institutions of our cultural and spiritual heritage 
outside Tibet. 

As a mark of the immense debt of gratitude we Tibetans 
owe the government and people of India, ! had the honour, in 
the presence of former President, R. Venkataraman, of 
presenting Rabi Ray the International Campaign for Tibet's Light 
of Truth award in Delhi in 2002. Because of his rich understanding 
of the deep cultural and spiritual bonds between india and 
Tibet, Rabi Ray is fond of saying that no artificial barrier can 
come between us. 

In addition to his deep sympathy and support for the 
people of Tibet, Rabi Ray was a well-known Indian leader during 
the freedom movement and has served with distinction as a 
member of the government and as Speaker of the Indian 
Parliament. 

With my prayers and good wishes for his long life and 
continued good health. 


Sf 
ACL 
May 25, 2015 The Dalai Lama 
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PREFACE 


The name Rabi Ray conjures up the image of a Gandhian 
and a socialist who at once inspires awe and affability. Rabi Ray 
set unbending standards for his principles and values, but yet 
was not a grim idealist. He is affectionate, unassuming and 
forbearing. As many of the contributors to this collection vouch, 
he is kind and helpful even to his adversaries and vilifiers. The 
reminiscences by his admirers collected in this volume, pieced 
together, draw the picture of an amiable humanist and a perfect 
gentleman politician. 


Socialism and Gandhism together shaped his world view 
as they did in the case of his mentor Ram Manohar Lohia. Like 
Dr. Lohia he was an endemic perfectionist setting bench marks 
wherever he has been stationed in life. One of the leading 
lights of socialist movement in post-independence India Rabi 
Ray was also an astute Parliamentarian. Both as Health Minister 
of India and as the Speaker of Lok Sabha, he enjoyed power for 
a very short period. But the reforms he brought about and 
precedents he set forth remain unparalleled even decades after 
his taking sanyas from party politics. 


His insightful analysis of the maladies of modern India 
and his perceptive and pro-people solutions are reflected amply 
in his writings and speeches. They have been compiled in his 
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Complete Works to be published shortly. This volume can serve 
as kind of a prequel to his Complete Works. 


Many of the write-ups are in Odia. They are being compiled 
separately. Both the volumes are scheduled for release on Rabi 
Ray’s next birth day, 26 November, 2015. 


The contributors include Rabi Ray’s comrades, fellow 
travellers, some of his relatives, and admirers from various walks 
of life. We thank them all. We are highly grateful to His Holiness 
Dalai Lama for having sent his message for this work. Last but 
not the least, we are also grateful to Dr. Saraswati Swain, life 
partner of Shri Rabi Ray, without whose active guidance and 
assistance this compilation might not have been possible. 


Rabi Ray belongs to that vanishing tribe of Statesmen who 
kept their country above their self and their principles above 
political expediency. Let us hope, the pictures that emerge out 
of these reminiscences hold beacon light of inspiration which 
may help that breed grow. 

30.10.2015 Sailaj Rabi 


Cuttack 
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Young Rabi Ray 


With his lifepartner Dr. Saraswati Swain 


Sri Rabi Ray with Or. Ram Manohar Lohia, Sri Raj Narayan and 
other Socialist friends 


Rr 


Newly elected to Lok Sabha - Rabi Ray along with President 
Sri R. Venkat Raman, Vice-President Sri Shankar Dayal Sharma 
and Prime Minister Sri V.P. Singh going to Parliament House. 
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At Rajghat after being elected as Speaker, Lok Sabha 


Rabi Ray with Sri. Nijalingappa, Chadrasekhar and 
Madhu Limaye 


His Holyness Dalai Lama honouring Rabi Ray with Light of 
Truth in presence of President Sri R. Venkat Raman & Mr. 
Richard Gere, President of international Campaign for Tibet 


Mobile Hospital - as Union Minister of Health Rabi Ray donated 
3 Mobile Hospitals to each medical college in the Country. 
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Rabi Ray releasing the monograph on Dr. Lohia in the 
Parliament House in presence of Ms. Najma Heptullah, 
Mr. Goerge Fernandez and Mr. Basanta Sathe. 


With Kuldeep Nair on the occasion of inauguration of 
Lohia Academy. 
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During inauguration of Lohia Acaderny Rabi Ray relaxing in its 
premises with socialist friends. 


With His Holiness Dalai Larnaji, Sri Sibraj Patil & Sri Sarad 
Yadav during celebration of Rabi Ray's Birthday in New Oelhi. 


$ | 


Rabi Ray with Chief of a delegation from Korea. 


Rabi Ray with his family. 
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With former Prime Minister Mr, L.K. Gujural and Mrs. Gujura! 
in Gandhi Memorial Function 


i pA k b `“ 


On the occasion of inauguration of his Odia biography ‘Mati Ru Akosha’ 
{From L to R) - Mahapatra Nilamani Sahu, Rabi Ray, former Hon'ble 
Governor of Odisha Sri Rameswar Thakur and other dignitaries. 
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Date of Birth 
Father 
Mother 
Spouse 


Permanent address: 


Education 


1946-47 


1974 
1977-80 
Jan. 1979 


1989 
19 Dec. 1989 


RABI RAY 


In Timeline 


26.11.1926 (Born in the district of Puri, Odisha) 
Ghanashyam Ray 

Sunamani Devi 

Dr. Saraswati Swain 

Kalyani Nagar, Cuttack-753013, Odisha 

B.A. (Hons. History), L.L.B, Utkal University 


Arrested with others for lowering down the Union Jack and unfurling 
the Tri-colour in Ravenshaw College, Cuttack 


Joined as a member of the Socialist Party 
Elected as the President of Ravenshaw College Students Union 


Elected as the first President of Madhusudan Law College Student 
Union 


Joint Secretary, All India Samajwadi Yuvak Sabha (AISYS) 


Founded the Socialist Party in Orissa, under the leadership of Late 
Ram Monohar Lohia, was a member of its National Executive. 


All India General Secretary of Socialist Party 


Elected to the 4” Lok Sabha (Puri Constituency, Orissa) ; also 
became the leader of SSP in parliament 


Elected to the Rajya Sabha from Orissa 
The General Secretary of the Janata Party 


Joined Moraraji Desai Cabinet as the Minister for Health and 
Family Welfare 


Elected to ninth Lok Sabha from Kendrapara Constituency, Orissa 
Unanimously elected as the Speaker of the ninth Lok Sabha. 


As speaker Lok Sabha : Some Landmarks 


xii 


The disqualification of six members including some ministers from 
the membership of Lok Sabha under the anti-defection law. 


Set up a committee for making an investigation for removal of a 
Supreme Court Judge on charges of corruption. 


Introduced “Zero Hour” to provide more and more opportunities 
to the members for raising matters of urgent public importance. 
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iv. 


On 20” December 1989 introduced the system of broadcast and 
telecast of the proceedings of Parliament for greater transparency. 


Leading delegations to other countries : 


Publications 


iii. 


As a member of Lok Sabha visited Soviet Union, Hungary. Egypt, 
Austria, France and England. 


As Union Health Minister led the Parliamentary delegations to 
Geneva, World Health Organization and also visited England. 


As Speaker of Lok Sabha led the parliamentary delegation to 
Hungary, Poland, USA, France, Harare & Nicosia. 


Led a delegation to Berlin for Indo-Tibet Society Conference as 
President of Indo - Tibet Friendship Society. 


1974 - Member of Central Silk Board 


1977-78- The chairman of the Parliamentary Committee to form the 
Press Council. 


1976 - Member of Public Accounts Committee. 


iv. 1977-78- The member of Joint Select Committee on Lokpal Bill 


Founder Member of indo-Japan Friendship Society 


. The President of Lohia Academy 
i. Chairman “Samata Trust” 


President “Society (National) for Communal Harmony” 


ix. President "BHARATI" 


Parliamentary Diplomacy, S. Chand & Company Ltd, N. Delhi, 1991 


Edited ‘Chaukhamba’ in Hindi, ‘Jana’ and 'Samata’ in Oriya, 
member of the editorial board, ‘The Other Side’ in English. 


All his speeches, writings and letters being compiled in 2 volumes 
(English) and one volume (Odia) 


1979 : Replica of Gold Temple from the then Chief Minister of 
Punjab Sj. Prakash Singh Badal. 


1992 : Outstanding Citizen Award 1992 
1998 : Memorial from Mahatma Gandhi Kasi Vidyapitha, Varanasi 


2001 : Bharat Jyoti Award from India International Friendship 
Society 


2002 : Light of Truth Awarded from His Holyness Dalai Lama on 
behalf of Indo- Tibet Friendship Society 
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vi 2003 : Recipient of ‘Prananath Award’ by Prananath Pattnayak 


Memorial Committee, Khurda 


vii 2004 ; Recipient of ‘Rastriya Gourav Samman’ by Wor Id Peace 


Movement Trust, Kolkata 


viii 2005 : Recipiént of ‘Utkal Shree Samman' by Utkal S ahitya Kala 


Parishad 


ix 2006 : Recipient of D. Lit. honoris causa from Utkal 


Xx 


University, Bhubaneswar, 
Recipient of ‘Desharatna Samman' by Bharati Foundation Trust, 
Bhubaneswar 


2007 : 23” Book Fair Award by Book Fair OrganizingCommittee, 
Bhubaneswar 


xi 2008 : Recipient of ‘Kalinga Ratna Samman' by Saral a Sahitya 


Samsad 


xii 2009 : Recipient of ‘Utakal Utkarsha Samman' by Pur banchalBima 


Karmachari Sangha 


xiii 2010 : Recipient of ‘Utkal Ratna’ by Utkal Sahitya SamajRecipient 


of Utkal Guru Pandit Nilakantha Smruti Samman 


Participation in People's Movements : 


1960 


XiVv 


Has been in the fore front of “Save Himalayas Movement” since 
fifties 

Otftered Satyagraha and courted imprisonment in Orissa for the 
sake of flood attected people of Cuttack district in Orissa. 


imprisoned by the Government of Orissa for offering Satyagrah 
against the imposition of English in public offices and demanding 
the use of Indian languages in Government offices, Parliament and 
Legislature of our country. 


Arrested at Puri in Orissa under Preventive Detention Act (D.I.R.) 


Participated in Satyagrah at Kutch in Gujurat against ceding of 
Indian Territory to Pakistan. 


Arrested during declaration of Emergency by Indira Gandhi Govt. 


Helps movements in different parts of the country against globalization 
and privatization. 


Satyagrah at Kandla in Gujurat against allowing a multinational 
company like CARGIL to manufacture salt in the coast of Gujurat. 


Launched “Lok Shakti Abhiyan” to fight against corruption in high 
places, against excessive centralization and consumeristic culture. 
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ko 
Rabi Ray 


Anand Kumar 


It is a special opportunity for me to share some of my 
considerations of Rabi Ray whom I consider as one of the most 
outstanding Socialists of post-independence India. Sri Rabi Ray 
was introduced to me when ! was a very young lad at the age 
of six or seven years. My uncle was at that time the General 
Secretary of the Young Socialist League. He told me, “he is also 
your uncle” and you must call him uncle. From then till today, 
there has been always an enlargement of his image in my mind 
from event to event. This did not happen in case of other socialist 
leaders that | have known since my childhood. | felt some of 
them were losing their purpose and objectives somewhere along 
the way in pursuit of power and politics. In case of Rabi Ray one 
of the most outstanding aspects of his personality has been for 
me, as a student of politics and sociology, a consistency of 
commitment and clarity of purpose. |! have seen him not only in 
the national arena. | had the opportunity of visiting some of the 
districts of Orissa where he was once or twice elected as Member 
of Parliament and had independent opportunities of knowing 
about him, from people of Orissa, students, or political activists 
who did not know him personally. 


If | go back in the memory lane, one of the closest 
associates of Ram Manohar Lohia who became politically active 
after freedom struggle is Rabiji. He was one of the founders of 
the Young Socialist League along with very dedicated idealist 
leaders from various parts of India, particularly Hore Murari, 
Rangnath, Vijay Kumar, Raj Narain. Then if you go to see his 
contribution to the Young Socialist League he was picked up by 
Ram Manohar Lohia to be made one of the joint Secretaries of 
the Socialist Party which was created after the split in which he 
opposed the then established leaders like Ashok Menta, Jai 
Prakash Narain. Lohia trusted him and it grew in an expected 
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& Rabi Ray : Reminiscences 


manner because Rabi Ray concentrated on organizational 
activities without regard to other considerations either in Orissa 
or elsewhere. Therefore, from 1956 to 1967 he shouldered an 
unbroken chain of responsibilities in different positions and in 
different times. During that period he came to Varanasi a few 
times. In that period | also grew up from a child to an adolescent 
and then to a student leader of the BHU. As Rabi Ray had never 
been a member of Parliament during that time | had limited 
political contacts with him but over a period of five years he 
visited our residence many times and endeared himself to all 
members of the family. He would make it a point to meet my 
mother and pay his respects to my grandmother. It was a typical 
way of associating with family members. It was so much unlike 
the other visitors to our residence who would come to my 
grandfather, who began his carrier in the non-cooperation 
movement and came to Kashi Bidhyapeeth. These visitors did 
not meet other members of the family or mix up with the 
children of the family. Therefore, with my mother and 
grandmother he has been one of the favorite young socialist 
leaders. 


But after 1967 Rabi Ray, from my perspective becomes 
very very important because he became one of the members of 
the SSP and a very vocal members of the Lok Sabha along with 
Ram Manohar Lohia. That was a time of change in national politics 
and Rabi Ray along with J.H. Patel, Madhu Limaye, George 
Fernandez served as frontline leaders of alternative political 
force around the strategy of non- Congressism. He became the 
architect of Non-Congressism in Orissa politics and took certain 
pragmatic decisions in pursuit of the strategy of his master, 
leader and teacher Ram Manohar Lohia. And carried it further 
after Lohia’s untimely death in Oct, 1967. For me Rabi Ray has 
another quality and that is his non-controversial personality. 
Socialists have generally been projected, not very incorrectly, as 
quarrelsome and egoistic with holier-than-thou attitude. If you 
look at the band of socialist leaders, this was not a very misplaced 
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Anand Kumar 


assessment of the Socialist leaders of india particularly of Lohia 
variety. But Rabi Ray was totally dedicated to the tohia line from 
language policy to the policy of reservations for other sectors 
but never once he was found to be in controversies related to 
ego problems, so, whenever socialists were divided Rabi Ray’s 
would be a sane voice or whenever they would be united he 
would be a natural choice for leading the party collectively, in 
the unity or post unity phase. He served as the general Secretary 
of the SSP and then as one of the General Secretaries of the BLD 
and then as one of the Secretaries of the Janata Party of 1977. 


And then later on when there was a search of a speaker 
for a very divided tok Sabha, when there was a three party 
understanding to make Mr. V. P. Singh serve as Prime Minister, 
Rabi Ray became an obvious choice between the Communists, 
BJP, ex-Congress people, ex-Janata people and of course, the 
new Janata Dal. He served with distinction as a Speaker of Lok 
Sabha and served with equal distinction as a member of Rajya 
Sabha. He also served with distinction as a member of the Union 
cabinet in 1977-79. 


As to how as a leader of Opposition i.e. SSP, as a member 
of the parliament, then as a member of union Cabinet, then 
as Speaker of Lok Sabha and then finally as one of the few 
national leaders with a conscience in the present times of 
crisis because of nexus of crime-politics on the one hand and 
loss of orientation and commitment for a pro-people politics 
on the other, as Organizational leader of the socialist 
movement Rabi Ray served with distinction, whether it was 
a small party or it was a large and ruling party. He was very 
very straight forward in taking positions in the context of 
national politics. | remember distinctly that when Jai Prakash 
Narayan was moving in a very gradual manner towards a total 
opposition towards a regime led by Indira Gandhi, Rabi Ray, 
as Socialist Party general secretary, contributed at that time 
as a catalytic agent through his very sharp, distinct statements 
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Rabi Ray : Reminiscences 


on the nature of the crisis at that time. At that time | was very 
close to Jai Prakashji and once in a while JP’s advisors will be 
complaining against such a statement by leader of a 
responsible political party. | remember also JP saying that 
this statement is a little hard, but it is not incorrect and 
would not like to contradict. When the unity between pro- 
peasants parties was in the process under the leadership of 
.Ch. Charan Singh, BKD, Socialist Party, Muslim Majlis, 
Swantantra Party, BJP and parties with very very misleading 
names but having a common base of middle peasant and 
middle castes, when they were trying to come together, Rabi 
Ray was part of that coordination group which ranged from 
Piloo Modi to George Fernadez, Charan Singh and Balraj 
Madhok, on the other hand. He as able associate of Raj Narain 
at that time facilitated the dialogue between the hardcore 
socialists who were going by book and the people in general, 
who were wanting to create a general ambience for a new 
political thrust of peasantism, peasant politics, and of course 
Charan Singh, who had not much of liking for socialist rhetoric. 
| remember Rabi Ray softening the environment and with his 
personal charms develop a personal rapport with people with 
diverse. backgrounds and saw to it that they did not develop 
any inferiority or isolation. He is a great bridge builder that 
way. As an organizational leader that way I think his role was 
remarkable by bringing socialists of all variety together 
including those with very strong Lohia bias and Lohia 
commitment. 


If you look at Rabi Ray as a politician, his parliamentary 
career was not satisfactory because he could not play the role 
of the power broker and therefore he could not develop or 
could not create his vote banks despite the fact that he came 
from a dominant caste of Orissa. Rabi Ray refused to cash on 
that identity, for survival. Therefore, Rabi Ray, as a 
parliamentarian was a great performer, a fine orator, a man who 
performed with distinction. An electoral personality, knows only 
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winning election, does not know how to lose an election. That 
way | think, Rabi Ray was a poor person. He did not develop 
relations with vote mobilisers, with those with money bag whom 
he could reciprocate their contribution after the elections. One 
can see Rabi Ray winning only when there was an overall general 
mood among the people to vote for opposition candidates. He 
was always representing dissent and opposition in the 
Parliament. Nobody believed that voting Rabi Ray will bring in 
any new project, any new industry, or at the individual level a 
petrol pump, a telephone connection or such benefits. This is 
generally associated with the vote mediators. So Rabi Ray got 
elected in 1967, he lost in 1971, again he got elected in 1977, 
then again he lost in1980 and then in the third wave against 
corruption in 1989. He refused to contest in the last Lok Sabha 
election because he found himself in the minority of one person 
in Orissa politics which was polarised between pro Congress and 
pro-Janata Dal. He found both equally unacceptable, because of 
lack of any commitment to people’s welfare and secondly 
because of the open encouragement to the crime -politics nexus 
that made him go for self imposed exile or getting out of 
parliament without of any kind of party to his liking. | do not 
know if history will remember him because of this failure or will 
history remember him for his consistency and clean public life 
and decision not to win for the sake of winning but to win with 
a purpose to have a mandate for the people, of the people 
rather than have a mandate in the name of the people through 
the crime nexus for certain vested interests. | think that is a 
failure for a parliamentary leader in the constituency which 
made him a leader at the national level. He served in different 
positions and he remains a class in himself when it comes to 
look at the diseases in the Indian political culture particularly, 
what is going on in the name of Parliamentary democracy. When 
we see him as a minister in the post-colonial politics in India he 
served for a very short time but with distinction. He was a 
Health Minister for a year and a half and remained spotless 
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despite serving in a cabinet where more than half the ministers 
became tainted knowingly or unknowingly. | visited his house 
often during those days. | saw workers from all walks of life 
visiting him. His house was open. He was truly a people’s 
representative. The safest hour to meet him was the breakfast 
hours and the dinner time. He would be asking in his kitchen to 
keep lots of tea ready in the morning. There was not much of 
a spread but a lot of attention and affection was always there. 
Even in the houses of other Socialists who were in the cabinet 
then only MPs and MLAs were allowed into the drawing rooms. 
He also did not shift his household from Cuttack to Delhi and 
surrounded himself by his young political associates. When he 
was the Health Minister, he had kept a lot of discretionary funds 
and a lot of people with major ailments benefitted from that. 
But he was not encouraging corruption or cooption of political 
workers. Raj Narain, George Fernandez, Madhu Limaye and Rabi 
Ray used to consult each other very often. But Rabi Ray was 
different from these in terms of availability to party workers 
and common people. | also remember seeing him when the 
ministry was collapsing. Somehow I! was a visitor in the Parliament 
and | observed him there. It seemed as if he was being released 
from a prison because the last few months of the Janata 
government had become a phase of shamelessness because of 
hanging on to power, without any purpose. He was very clear 
that as the government had lost its internal unity, it should not 
last. 


His speakership was one of the most factional phases of 
the Indian Parliament. He saw three prime ministers coming in 
and going and it was a situation, where there were a number of 
opportunities where he had to use his discretion and judgment. 
| remember the instance when all the members of Parliament 
of Chander Shekhar and Devi Lal group were sitting in the 
residence of Mr. Devi Lal, where | was also invited as one of the 
newly appointed General Secretaries of the then Samajwadi 
Janata Party to think of the future possibilities. Everybody was 
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sitting in silence because people were waiting for judgment by 
Rabi Ray and people were making all kinds of guesses. There 
were all kinds of apprehensions. There was one common thing 
that prevailed and that is that no one can influence Rabi Ray on 
material grounds. He can be influenced on ideological grounds, 
in the name of Lohia and commitment to people but cannot be 
influenced by one or the other industrial houses. | distinctly 
remember that V.P.Singh’s government was an object of attack 
by not only the social forces but by some business houses 
because of his crusade against corruption. On the other hand 
once Mr.Chandra Shekhar was brought in as the Prime Minister, 
he again began to function with normalcy and did not allow any 
attack on Mr. Chander Shekhar despite his very basic 
disagreement with the mode through which the government 
was brought into power. 


Sri Rabi Ray as a Speaker will probably be remembered 
also for initiating an impeachment of a judge of the Supreme 
Court of India and it was an instance of its own kind. He pushed 
the case to its logical limit. He used his democratic prerogatives 
and after a series of rubber stamp speakers the nation felt that 
there was a speaker who had his own conscience and his own 
identity. Justice Ramaswami episode is remembered by him as 
the most shinning chapters of his Speakership. | think if | recall 
his public and private conversations regarding his speakership, 
he remembers two instances with great joy one with the child 
like joy and the other with statesman like sincerity. The child 
like joy was when he presided over the function of unveiling 
the portrait of Ram Manohar Lohia, his political Guru. He would 
tell you with great details as to how he could manage a great 
deal of people with a variety of ideas to agree to the idea and 
how in spite of great reluctance on the part of many important 
people of that time he could create an opportunity of a graceful 
ceremony for the unveiling of the portrait of that great rebel, a 
parliamentarian and for him the greatest Socialist, Or. Ram 
Manohar Lohia. On the other hand as speaker of India he will 
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tell you with fine details how he was pushed around, how he 
became practically atone and how in spite of hostility from very 
very powerful sources including that of the Judiciary he could 
ultimately let the law take its own course and let the parliament 
assert its authority and supremacy. 


Now when t! came to look at Shree Rabi Ray as a national! 
leader in these hours of crisis i.e.in 1990s then | must say he 
showed exemplary courage. He was turning out to be very 
idealistic in an hour when his life was practically approaching a 
conclusive chapter. He was in his seventies and he decided to 
rebel against the party that was created by many individuals 
including himself, the JP led by V.P. Singh. He voiced his views 
against corruption by the ruling party in Orissa and Bihar and 
decided to lead the process in company of George Fernandez, 
Shahabuddin, Chanderjit Vaday, Hari Kishore Singh and Nitish 
Kumar. He again went in for a second rebel. He discovered that 
in the name of opposing the Janata Dal, the Samata Party was 
swinging to the rightist direction deciding to have compromises 
with the BJP. Two revolts have caused what you call institutional 
power for Rabi Ray. 


Today he is without a political party but today he has so 
much demand on his time because today he is considered as a 
man who has a conscience. There is no self. He is a model among 
politicians since for the self has a secondary status. He is incurring 
a lot of personal losses. Today he is actively engaged in a multi- 
dimensional campaign which is on the one hand arguing for 
swadeshi against the multinational corporations. But he is not a 
man who is blind to the proposition of swadeshi and therefore 
he is all the time arguing and dealing with economists, scientists 
and others. He is looking for an alternative to the present 
onslaught of the MNCs. He is also in the frontline of struggles 
against Intellectual Property Rights related laws which are 
imposing a monopoly of the western countries on the knowledge 
of the rest of the world. Thereby he has become a leader and 
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a darling of the scientific community of the country. He is also 
helping the peoples empowerment struggles in the tribal belt 
of MP and the swaraj movement led by the Gandhians and 
therefore in spite of his very dear and personal relationship 
with parliamentary democracy. He is engaged in a marathon run. 
He is trying to create a situation where a new wave of 
politicization takes place and a new public life comes about and 
there is a strong nation at peace with itself. So he is engaged in 
so many campaigns from the right to information movement to 
decentralization. At the moment | am associated with him in 
two such processes in a very systematic manner and have got an 
insight into his doing of things, i.e. his methodology, his Politica! 
style. He is the national president of the India-Tibet Friendship 
Society launched by his guru in 1950s and patronized by JP and 
| am its national secretary. | see Rabi Ray speaks without making 
any criticism of China. He makes that distinction of government 
and people. He approaches the issue of Tibet in terms of justice 
to small nationalities. This makes him also speak again and again 
on the politics of peace in the Asian continent. In another context, 
from the national point of view he recently launched a national 
debate in an article “Where did we Go wrong?”. The time- 
honoured link between constructive work and parliamentary 
politics should be restored. He gives last precedence to electoral 
politics and thinks that politics of resistance has a priority. He is 
not cynical in his analysis like many others. This has generated 
much interest. There was a conference of NGOs, political activists, 
judicial people and writers from different walks of life. They all 
came from different parts of the country in response to this 
article and all decided to launch a new initiative and it is 
generated a process of self analysis at the national level calling 
itself ‘Lok Shakti Abhiyan’. He is one of the patrons. | went with 
him to a tour of Orissa and later on to the tour of UP. | found Rabi 
Ray calling upon the youth and asking them to think about their 
duty towards their country. He criticized intellectuals and the 
political elite for their pragmatism on the one hand and 
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opportunistic silence on the other. He is argued with the national 
elite and the middle ciasses to abjure from their onward march 
to consumerism. 


He refers to the agony of Katahandi. So Rabi Ray is trying 
to remind us today that parliament is there but behind it is 
peoptle’s power and for people’s power we have to see that it 
is nursed and it is nurtured. For that it needed an element of 
idealism. At a time when a number of his followers and his 
subordinates and younger colleagues were in power. He has not 
jockeying for a place in the circuit of power elite. He has shown 
a rare self confidence where he could walk out of Parliament 
and be equally comfortable in the charmed atmosphere of study 
circles of the 1950s. Actually he feels more comfortable when 
the audience is more critical rather than when he is surrounded 
by sycophants. This makes me believe that Rabi Ray is going to 
be a reference point as ideal type for the young political workers 
where he stands as person who started from the college 
union,i.e. Ravenshaw college and reached to the topmost 
position of Parliamentary democracy i.e. the Speaker without 
any backing from criminals, moneybags, or casteists. He had a 
conviction of a heretical variety, he was a socialist but not a 
Marxist, he liked Gandhi but through Lohia, he supported 
people’s movement but not of a populist variety, he always took 
the socialist core to any kind of political mobilization and still he 
turned out to be one of the most spotless and one of the most 
clean politicians of the post-colonial India. That way it is very 
strange that of all the socialists that | was introduced since my 
childhood he probably, apart from a few other exceptions like 
Madhu Limaye, remained spotless. But ! rate him slightly better 
than Madhu Limaye also because Madhuji retired from active 
politics partly because of health reasons after 1980 and partly 
because of political failures. But Rabi Ray never say die 
personality and that way he represents someone who has courage 
of conviction about his views without any immediate results. 
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From that point of view he belongs to the tradition of democratic 
politicians or Socialist politicians. 


1 think Rabi Ray has a case where he pursued a long-term 
success instead of going for a short term one. He was active in 
Orissa where the socialist movement was only second to 
Congress. Within the Socialist movement he was in a minority 
splinter party which had no immediate future. From there he 
went to do organizational work in Party headquarters and the 
party was moving from failure to failure from 1956 to 1964. 
Some how he had the conviction that this was the right path. 
Politics after Nehru was a politics of change, will be politics of 
Lohia socialists. He decided to go for a long term success than 
to go for quick party hoping in pursuit of immediate individual 
success. In that sense he can be compared with Jyoti Basu, 
Namboodripal or Atal Bihari Bajpayee. 


In the context of Orissa again Rabi Ray will be recognized 
as someone who was never yielding to the politics of temporary 
success. He never agreed to the proposal of large scale capital 
industrialization. He always pursued the politics of peasant 
oriented policies and programmes. A day will come when there 
will be a peasant friendly government in Orissa and that day 
people will remember that there was a leader who used to tell 
us about small scale irrigation, micro credits, cooperatives, 
women’s empowerment and peasant orientation of parties. 


A democrat is one who believes that people will be arriving 
at correct conclusions and judgment. The other aspect is to 
respect dissent and not to be dogmatic hardliner where the 
dissent or disagreement is worth no attention. RR demonstrated 
in the 1950s and the 1960s, given a chance people will not 
respect or accept Congress and therefore he joined Lohia in 
pursuit of non-Congressism and it paid rich dividends. People 
were unhappy and their votes were getting divided and in the 
absence of correct politica! formation their votes were being 
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wasted. So politics of non-Congressism created an opportunity 
to pursue politics of change. 


Similarly during the emergency and the post emergency 
Rabi Ray was one of those politicians who agreed with 
mobilization of JP whole heatedly. During the emergency when 
the elections were announced other ideological colleagues did 
not see the possibility of the overthrow of Mrs. Gandhi’s regime 
through elections and wanted to boycott the elections. Rabi Ray 
was one of the few within the socialist ranks who said given a 
fair chance people cannot accept dictatorship beca-use people 
by temperament are trained in this country through the heritage 
of the national movement to love freedom. Rabi Ray was 
vindicated on both counts, First, JP movement was a great 
success. It brought in a new generation of political activists with 
democratic convictions. Second, emergency was rejected by the 
people in spite of the fact that the opposition was handicapped, 
quite a few being still in jail. People voted against the Indira 
regime. At the level of dissent, Rabi Ray is a great listener. | had 
the opportunity of serving in various committees where he has 
been associated, earlier in Socialist movement, then in Lok Dal 
and again in Janata Party. Rabi Ray will not occupy the centre 
stage but he will keep his ears open to others. Therefore, people 
will not regard it as a final situation. Even in personal meetings 
and planning programmes he will listen to the most insignificant 
voices with respect. He will not mind criticism on his face. This 
is a rare quality that | have found in very few people today. 


=, 
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it appears that in this write-up | have told more about 
myself than as ‘ | know Rabi Ray’. 


That is the magic spell of Rabi Ray on youth who cherish 
his memory in the course of their life even though he is not 
physically present with them! 


This is a babbling of my feelings about the transparent 
character and commitment of Rabi Babu. One of the earliest 
inspirations in my life which made my life take strange turns — 
from Engineering to Social activism to Parliamentary politics — 
was Rabi Babu, an impeccable personality both as our student 
leader and as true statesman from our state. 


My first meeting with Shri Rabi Ray was both providential 
and long sought after. 


It was my good luck that, | took admission in Revenshaw 
College in 1950-51 in Chemistry Honours after passing 
Intermediate from Vikram Dev College, Jeypore in 1950. 


My admission in Revanshaw College in 1950-51 revived my 
eagerness to meet such great souls as premier college of the 
state has produced many great patriots who devoted their life 
to freedom struggle. 


The Government of Odisha increased the tuition fee in 
colleges. There was resentment against the measure among the 
students of Revanshaw College and an appeal was made for its 
reduction as this would affect the poor students severely. 


Students of different colleges in Cuttack declared a strike 
when the state government did not respond. This spread to 
other colleges of state subsequently. 
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{ was an active volunteer of the Action Committee as | was 
fairly popular among the students because of my participation 
in college debates and more particularly as a sportsman and a 
star performer in volley ball. 


When the state government did not easily yielded to 
respond favourably to the demands of reduction of tuition fee, 
there was apprehension that the students of East and West 
hostel of Revanshaw College will forcefully be evacuated from 
the hostels. Students of both the hostels decided to declare 
themselves republic and elected their own presidents to take 
over charge for security of the students under threat of arrest 
or intimidation. ! was elected as President of East Hostel Union. 


During this period, a person who appeared elder to me 
clad in khadi shirt and dhoti in the company of a few other 
students came close to me and putting his arm on my shoulders, 
patted with an enchanting smile and asked me to keep up. 


‘From Koraput?’ - This particular question coupled with an 
enchanting smile has an impact on me. Something made curious 
about him. | realized a special relationship is born. Later it came 
up as a destined plan for me. 


It appeared to me that my search for leaders dedicated to 
the cause of the down trodden and ideals of Gandhiji was 
beginning to materilise after gaining the blessings of Shri Rabi 
Ray. 


Later, | learnt that Rabi Ray was President of Revanshaw 
College students union and subsequently of Madhusudhan Law 
College students union in 1949-50 and also solicited arrest in 
connection with unrolling of national flag in 1947. 


He continued his contacts with students’ community after 
Joining Socialist Party of india in 1948 and was a passionate 
believer in Socialism from his college days. 
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Charmed by my first meeting with Rabi Ray during students 
strike, | tried to establish close relationship with him and his 
affectionate spouse Dr. Saraswati Swain at her official residence 
in SCB Medical College complex. 


| was elected as General Secretary of the East Hostel 
Students’ Union following year after the strike. 


| passed out from Ravenshaw College with Honours and 
Distinction in Chemistry to join Bombay University to pursue 
studies for B.Sc.(Tech) in Department of Chemical Technology, 
University of Bombay. 


My interaction with leaders like Rabi Ray has 
metamorphosed my thinking that | started doubting how far my 
further education would be relevant and helpful! to the tribals 
of Koraput amongst whom ! played, sang and danced as a child. 
Interest in studies declined and search for more satisfying venues 
for being with the poor and the tribals gradually increased. 


| devoted lot of my time in Bombay in gaining knowledge 
on social issues rather than dedicated adherence to scholastic 
pursuites. During this period, | skipped many classes to listen to 
the discourse by stalwarts like Dr. Ram Mohan Lohia, the role 
model of Rabi Ray, whenever he visited Bombay. 


During my entire student career, | was ranked as 
meritorious and scholarship holder but my worst performance 
was in Bombay, after confusion raised in me about my future 
life. 


Even though, | got my B.Sc.{Tech.) degree in Chemical 
Technology, perhaps the first in Odisha, | decided to join Vinoba 
Bhave’s padayatra in my native Koraput district on his Land Gift 
Mission(Bhoodan Movement)in 1955. And worked in post 
Gramadan Development Programme under the leadership of 
Anna Saheb Sashrebudhe known as Sarvodaya Leftist and had 
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the blessing of Leftist turned Sarvodayi Shri Jay Prakash Narayan 
who visited my work in rural development along with Smt. 
Prabhabati Devi in 1962. 


I took this course even though | was under obligation to 
serve the state government as a scholarship holder of the 
government at Bombay University. 


During the entire period of his engagement with 
Parliament, | have been staying in his official residence whenever 
| happened to be in Delhi. 


He was kind and affectionate to chat with me on the 
difficulties in upholding the principles of democratic behavior 
and action while in office. Sometimes when he was conversing 
on issues of national importance with political leaders and even 
cabinet colleagues he used to make me sit beside him as if to 
give me an orientation for a future role! 


It is providential, long after many years; | became Member 
of Parliament, even though | never aspired to be even a ward 
member in a grampanchayat. 


It appears that Rabi Ray in giving personal attention during 
my student career did intuitively wished that t should be in the 
Parliament. Much later that has come true! 
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| met Shri Rabi Ray for the first time in Bhubaneswar when 
he was addressing a mammoth gathering in defence of a socialist 
movement in Odisha. It was a cold December evening. | heard 
him with rapt attention. He exhorted the gathering to realise 
Lohia’s dream for equality and justice. 


| was a college-going student with a passion for national 
and international politics. After completing my graduation | was 
supposed to go to Delhi for my post-graduation studies. | knew 
about the late Dr. Rammanohar Lohia, but my belief in Marxism 
ran counter to accept Lohia’s thoughts. | looked upon the 
socialists as utopians with no relationship with scientific 
socialism. 


Shri Rabi Ray was forceful speaker. He called upon the 
people to oust the Congress from power — something which was 
in harmony with Lohia’s anti —Congress tirade. 


At the end of the speech, | went close to him and raised 
a sharp query — “Anti- Congress movement or Left-Democratic 
Alliance? In the name of fighting the Congress, should we play 
in to the hands of the right reactionary forces? Sir, the need of 
the hour is to mobilise the left-democratic forces to fight the 
Congress misrule”, | spoke without pause. 


He looked at me and smiled. Perhaps he was fascinated by 
my analysis of the Indian political situation. 


“What is Left and what is Right? The Left may be more 
reactionary and the Right may be more progressive. Why should 
we go for a doctrinaire approach?” he instantly countered me. 


Later he explained to me that the tragedy of the Indian 
politics was its commitment to a Left- Right divide with no 
relevance to ground realities. The way he spoke to me was 
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marked by his spontaneous feelings for a youngman. He was 
very decisive in his approach and asked me to interact with him 
in future. 


That very first meeting was a turning point in my political 
convictions. Though | was at a loss to break with Marxism, Rabi 
Ray’s approach betrayed a kind of innovativeness that deeply 
touched me. His smiling face, enthusiastic approach to end 
human sufferings and a spontaneous move to connect himself 
with others laid the foundation of a relationship that had to last 
for a long time. 


After | returned from the public meeting, | remained in 
an introspective mood. Perhaps it was his magic spell that drove 
me to a new horizon that questioned dogmas in politics. For all 
practical purposes, it was a unique experience. 


| left for Delhi to pursue my higher studies. | stayed with 
my Santosh Bhai who was a senior engineer in the central water 
and power commission. During a course of discussion, | told him 
about Rabi Ray. 


“When did you meet him?” my Santosh Bhai asked me 
anxiously. 


“Only recently, | emphasised the importance of left- 
democratic alliance when we met after his public meeting was 
over in Bhubaneswar”, | réplied. 


“How did you find him?” 


“Very warm, very enthusiastic. | would {ike to meet him 
here”. 


“Well, I’m close to him. He’s a veteran socialist. Let’s go 
to his residence one of these days”. 


We went to Rabi Ray’s house at the Atul Grove Lane, New 
Delhi. It was a pleasant evening. To meet him was a strong 
desire. 


Ironically, the moment he met me, he instantly recalled 
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our encounter in the public meeting of Bhubaneswar. And the 
smile on his lips simply exuded his warm heartedness. 


“Didn’t we meet in Bhubaneswar? You're a votary of left- 
democratic alliance”, he said. Santosh Bhai told Rabi Ray about 
me and informed him that his younger brother Bijay (my name) 
was to study in the University of Delhi. 


“He virtually confronted me on ideological lines. But | 
found him very responsive to what 1 said”, Rabi Ray said. 


Well, over a cup of tea he told me about the relevance of 
Dr. Lohia’s teachings. Rabi Ray categorically rejected the 
communist concept of a class ~struggle. 


“Lohia always said that Karl Marx had no knowledge about 
the Indian caste system. Should we quote Marx to understand 
the Indian realities?” 


“Is class-struggle irrelevant?” 


“In India-yes! Here the danger flows from the ugly and 
vicious caste system”. 


“Bijay, don’t you think that there should be resistance to 
injustice on non-violent lines? And see how women are treated 
in this country”. He quoted Lohia who said, “socialism without 
women is like a marriage without a bride”. 


It was an animated discussion on contemporary affairs. 
Rabi Ray was very original in his analysis and shadows of Lohia’s 
thoughts were distinctly visible in his analytical process. 


“Santosh Babu, please tell Bijay to visit me as frequently 
as possible. He must move away from the Marxist dogmatism 
and understand the ground realities. | find him very alive to the 
contemporary affairs”, Rabi Ray told my elder brother. 


To speak the truth, it was the beginning of a new 
relationship and | started liking him as a very warm human 
being, someone who could disarm his critics with analytical 
power and never-to-vanish smiles. 
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Since then, whenever there was an opportunity, | would 
call on him at his residence. Even after he became the leader of 
the Samyukta Socialist Party in Lok Sabha, he found time to 
interact with me. His warm feelings were always present 
whenever we met. 


A turning point in my thoughts came when the Soviet 
Union invaded Czechoslovakia in August 1968. When the 
communists in India refused to condemn the Soviet aggression, 
my anger knew no bounds. |! was an admirer of E.M.S 
Namboodridpad, the veteran Marxist leader, but when he wrote 
an article supporting the Soviet Union and condemning the 
uprising in Czechoslovakia as a “counter-revolution”, | virtually 
broke with Marxism. } requested Rabi Ray to ensure my presence 
in the visitors’ gallery of Lok Sabha when there was a debate 
over the Soviet aggression in Czechoslovakia. He accepted my 
request and took me along with him to Lok Sabha. 


It was a heated exchange of words between the 
communists and the socialists with the late Madhu Limaye 
leading the attack on the Soviet Union. 


The sphinx-like silence of the communists disturbed me. 
It was, in fact, an hour of the Marxist hypocrisy. 


In lunch time, Rabi Ray asked me to join for lunch in the 
presence of Madhu Limaye. He introduced me to the veteran 
socialist leader. 


“Are you a student here?” Limaye asked. | gave a nodding 
approval. 


“Do you want to be an I.A.S officer?” he asked humorously. 


Rabi Ray intervened and said, “He wants to be an I.A.S 
officer but I'l ask him to join the socialist movement”. 


“Sir, I'm going through the writings of Lohia at the moment. 
The more t read him, the more !{ feel liberated from ideological 
dogmas”, | said while looking into Limaye’s eyes. 
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“Rabi, | wish this youngman becomes a socialist”, Limaye 
said. 


“Madhu, even if he becomes an 1.A.S officer, Fm sure, he 
will be having socialist leanings. I've asked him to attack the 
dowry system, to work for women’s emancipation and to wage 
a war on the devious caste system”, Rabi Ray said with his 
characterstic smiles. 


When | joined the 1.A.S in 1972, I called on Rabi Ray. He 
wished me all success in my future journey. 


After | left Delhi and came over to Madhya Pradesh, face 
to face interactions with him became difficult. | congratulated 
him when he became the Speaker of the Lok Sabha. Of course, 
on telephone, we remained in touch. When Rabi Ray visited 
Bhopal as the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, | met him along with 
my late wife Sanghamitra. Three of us went to Sanchi and saw 
the Buddhist monuments. It was a pleasant moment. Rabi Ray 
told Sanghamitra humorously, “Please tell Bijay that he should 
be a socialist and not a bureaucrat!” 


About 20 years ago | met him in Delhi. He was not keeping 
good health, but his sprit was very high. He continued to remain 
a stormy socialist and once again told me to resist injustice at 
every level. His warm feelings swept me overboard. 


I’ve not seen him for a very long time, but his kind words 
enthuse me every moment. He was sincere, generous, warm- 
hearted and a true friend of the suffering humanity. 


Of course, I’m waiting with enthusiasm to meet him in 
Cuttack where he is staying at the moment. He shaped my 
ideological thoughts and following a series of discussions with 
him ! abandoned the dogmatic and totalitarian path of 
communism in favour of the teachings of Dr. Ramnanohar Lohia 
who always said, “Don’t give up hope. In spite of despair, 
continue to hope and do your duty for the suffering mankind!” 


=) 
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Rabi Ray : An Icon Of Humanity 
Basudeb Sahoo 


“Man can find meaning in life short and perilous as it is only 
through devoting himself to society” 


— Einstein 


Rabi Ray who rose from earth to sky in the arena of politics 
and services to the nation, was not a prodigy but a dedicated 
and determined soul. The spirit of sacrifice for the welfare of 
others was inculcated upon him by his family, particularly by his 
aristocratic father and pious Grand Mother. His father who was 
a Juror in his village implanted sense of justice in him. Right 
from his childhood, Rabi Ray was opposed to caste-system and 
inequality. While a student of class IX he was attracted by ‘Quit- 
India Movement’ of Mahatma Gandhi in 1942 and boycotted the 
class and appealed the class teacher to give up his job. 


INDOCTRINATION IN SOCIALISM 


Rabi Ray was inspired by Jay Prakash and Rammonhor 
Lohia who spear headed the 1942 movement after Gandhiji was 
imprisoned. Lohia’s visit to Odisha in 1948 and his advice to 
address the lowest of the low like a Rickshaw puller as politely 
as one addresses to the respectable person touched Ray’s heart 
and he made him his lifelong disciple. Following socialist 
principle he refused to mention his caste in his examination 
form in Ravenshaw College. By virtue of his commitment to 
socialism, truth and fraternity, Rabi Ray was elected President of 
the College Union of Ravenshaw College in 1948 — 49 and of 
Madhusudan Law College in 1949-50. He acquired his first 
experience of conducting an election in 1952 undergoing servere 
hardship depending solely on people’s donation. Another 
freedom fighter and leader of Praja Andolan Rabi Ghose 
exercised tremendous influence on Ray. Mr. Ghose was an 
effective instrument in solemnizing his marriage with Saraswati 
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Swain who acts as a friend, philosopher and conscience keeper 
to Rabi Ray till now. 


RAY IN SOCIALIST PARTY 


Socialist party in India from its inception till 1980s was 
surcharged with the Gandhian principles of non-violence, 
peaceful resistance and truth. Hankering after power was not 
the prime goal of the followers of socialism. 


The socialists, like Jayprakash, Rammonhar Lohia, Madhu 
Limaya, Madhu Dandbate, Sarangadhar Das, Surendranath 
Dwivedy, Karpuri Thukur, Rabi Ray, Kishan Patnaik were in quest 
for an ideal society based on liberty, equality and fraternity. 
They cherished the hope of changing the slavish mentality of 
the Indian people and infused in them self-reliance, courage 
and sacrifice. Whether in power or opposition they tried to 
follow certain ethical principles which are inviolable. True 
socialist is not to follow a ‘double standard’ Lohia’s urge to 
pottom thanu pilai to resign his Chief Ministership of Kerala was 
a burning example. Rabi Ray a devoted disciple of tohia 
expressed his bitter opposition to the act of ‘double standard’. 
In his autobiography. ‘Anwesar Akash’ (‘The sky of quest’) he 
says, “In my opinion this (not to have double standard) 
dissimilarity between words and deeds constitutes the 
fundamentals of socialism and Gandhism. Politics is not merely 
acquiring power. It has to respect some principles and ideals. it 
has to respect the emotion and dreams of common men. One 
has to revolt against injustice whether it is inside or outside 
one’s party”. 


Dr. Lohia after the debacle of China — India war in early 
sixties, launched fierce revolt against Nehru Government. He 
impressed upon his devoted followers like Rabi Ray to elect at 
least fifty socialist M.Ps in the next election. He waged a drive 
called ‘Remove Congress Government and save India. “Congress 
Hatao, Desh Banchao” His relentless fight against Congress all 
over the country by uniting opposition parties resulted in 
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formation of non-Congress Government in nine states in India. 
He motivated Rabi Ray to contest Parliament election in 1968. 
Rabi Ray got elected to the Parliament from Puri constituency 
defeating a well known Congress Minister by margin of sixty 
thousand votes. In spite of being a Member of Parliament (M.P) 
for the first time he was chosen by the speaker Sanjib Reddy as 
member of the Parliamentary Party visiting Soviet Union and 
Hungary. In 1968 when Atalvihari Bajpee brought no confidence 
motion against Indira Gandhi Government, the retort he gave to 
Indira Gandhi stunned the members. 


Rabi Ray made history in Parliament by delivering his 
maiden speech in regional! language, Odia. No one before him 
has delivered in Parliament in his State language other than 
Hindi. Rabi Ray was inspired to speak in Odia in Parliament 
because he saw while visiting Moscow that the foreign minister’s 
speech in state language is simultaneously translated into other 
languages of Soviet Union and he was aware that Odia is a 
constitutionally approved language in Indian Union. Rabi Ray 
was profusely applauded during his maiden speech. Influenced 
by Ray, K.H. Patel spoke in Kanad in Parliament that day. 


RAY’S RELATIONSHIP WITH BIJU PATTNAIK 


Notwithstanding difference in ideology between Biju 
Pattnaik and Rabi Ray, their relation was cordial, perhaps due to 
the fact that both of them open minded, fearless and deeply 
interested in the amelioration of the wretched condition of the 
common man in our state. Rabi Ray once told Biju Babu, “You are 
utilizing the youth as instrument for acquiring power, why are 
you not advising them to be good men?” Biju Babu suddenly 
became aware of his lacuna and replied ‘henceforth | would try 
to do that. This reflected moral courage of Rabi Babu and 
resilience of the mind of Biju Babu. After 1978 election Biju 
Babu once said ‘Rabi this time you come to Odisha as Chief 
Minister’ Rabi Ray replied, ‘You have promised Nilamani Routroy 
to make him Chief Minister, You keep your promise ‘Biju Babu 
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remained silent. As health minister in Janata Government he set 
up Unani Hospital and regional Aurvedic Centre in Odisha. in 
1998 election Biju Babu wanted Rabi Ray to contest the election 
from Puri but Rabi Ray was interested to contest from 
Jagatsinghpur. Finally Rabi Ray agreed to contest from Kendrapara 
and won the election. In a meeting to felicitate Rabi Ray for his 
victory some speakers said ‘Rabi Babu is pride of Odisha. Biju 
Babu immediately intervened and said ‘No, no he is not merely 
pride of Odisha, he is pride of india”. 


RAB! RAY AS SPEAKER OF LOKSABHA 


After 1990 election V.P. Singh was elected prime minister 
of India by Janata Dal unanimously. Rabi Ray was chosen as the 
speaker of Loksabha by the Prime Minister and approved by the 
Members of Parliament. Congratulating Rabi Ray as speaker Rajib 
Gandhi said, ‘A man as efficient legislator and a veteran freedom 
fighter like you adorned this post, — we see you as the protector 
of people’s right and caretaker of democracy”. The renowned 
communist leader Indrajit Gupta congratulating Ray observed, 
“You are not only a freedom fighter and an experienced leader. 
You have devoted your life to socialist ideals and thought 
unflinchingly. We hope the same spirit will remain intact while 
running the House”. 


As a speaker Rabi Ray took some historical decisions 
which created commotion in the whole world. One of these was 
regarding Anti Defection Act which then concerned six ministers 
of Chandrasekhar Government who joined his group defecting 
from Janata Dal. Another act was some changes effected in the 
rules of the conduct of the Secretariat of Lok sabha. For this 
beneficial act about 1000 nos employees of this Secretariat 
profusely thanked Rabi Ray. Chandrasekhar tried to tempt Rabi 
Ray to join his. Cabinet resigning speakership which he squarely 
denied in the face of Antule, who moved by Rays’ Integrity took 
the dust of the speaker's feet and pasted on his forehead. Rabi 
Ray’s deep attachment to a noble principle overthrowing all 
temptation was really stunning. 
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When Rabi Ray was the speaker a Censure motion against 
Mr. Ramswamy a Supreme Court judge was tabled in the 
Loksabha. Rajib Gandhi persuaded the speaker not to take it up. 
But on the closing day of the Lok Sabha to the utter surprise of 
the members. Ray read out his decision to form a committee to 
investigate into the corruption charge. Later the committee 
found him guilty. The speaker’s ruling was applauded all over 
the country. 


Rabi Ray’s calmly facing the threat of a powerful 
government representative without submitting to illegal request 
mirrors fearlessness in a soft heart. 


GENERATING IDEAL SPIRIT 


in 1996 ended the parliamentary career of Rabi Ray. He 
resolved not to contest parliamentary election any more. He 
also advised George Fernandese to do the same and castigated 
him for supporting BJP. Rabi Ray took initiative to form Lokashatki 
Abhijan Manch (Peoples Power Forum) to fight against corruption, 
consumerism and centralization. The patriotic youth who were 
in forefront of total! revolution movement were taken in its fold. 


There are certain rare traits in ‘Ray’s characterHe can 
recognize a man whom he meets after a gap of long years. This 
surprises the man and endears to him. He despised a man’s 
thirst for wealth and inferiority complex. He is kindhearted and 
ever ready to help the needy. His M.P. quarters was always open 
to give shelter to all sorts of persons who sought it. Many young 
men stayed there to study and seek a Job. Rabi Ray’s love and 
compassion has filled his heart with various finer sentiments 
including a strong aesthetic sensibility. 


Ray is a lover of the writings of Tagore and those of Bernard 
Shaw who was one of the founder of Fabian Society at London. 
Rabi Ray’s poetic sensibility and sense of history are rarely found 
among the active politicians. 
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Rabi Ray was deeply involved in the movement to free 
Tibet from the clutches of China for his role in this he was 
adorned with ‘The Light of Truth’ award by Dalai Lama on 18 
December, 2002. Rabi Ray had organized at New Delhi in August 
1989 an International Conference on ‘Tibet and South-Asia peace’ 
where he delivered a thought-provoking speech delineating close 
relation among South Asian countries which in the past formed 
Jambhu Dweepa. Rabi Ray also participated in Kuchha Satyagrah 
protesting India Government for offering 350 sqr, miles of area 
to Pakistan. All these reflected Rays strong patriotism and deep 
faith in the efficacy of Gandhian weapon of Satyagrah. 


CONCLUSION 


Rabi Ray is a socialist and secularist through and through. 
He highly appreciated Dr. Ambedkar’s book ‘Annihilation of 
caste’s and wants it to be prescribed for study in colleges and 
universities. He vehemently opposes globalization for its evil 
repercussion on the developing and undeveloped countries. 


Rabi Ray’s pursuit of lofty ideal and life long quest for an 
egalitarian society is evident from moving words: 


‘Life is an endless quest. An unending Journey. My intense 
desire is to remain an active socialist soldier till the last moment 
of my life” (Anwesar Akash) 


Rabi Ray is a multi-dimensional personality. He is a freedom 
fighter, social reformer, erudite scholar, inspiring speaker, a 
learned editor, above all a socialist an humanitarian. So 
affectionately he treats his friends and acquaintances that they 
feel as if they are Ray’s own man. 


Staunch follower of Gandhian socialism he wrote an article 
in Economic and Political weekly titled ‘where did we go wrong: 
in quest of an alternative’ created commotion. He edited an 
Odia monthly ‘Samata’ which touched readers’ heart. 


Rabi Ray coveted no power, no title. His prime aim is to 
bring about a change in politics and society. He thinks ‘ We are 
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to go long distance — somewhere darkness somewhere light — 
somewhere thorn, somewhere flower, yet the path is unending. 
We are to cover more and more distance’. 


In the words of Sulochana Dash (‘Matiru Akash’) Rabi Ray 
has converted his life into a place of worship. His untiring efforts 
is for an ideal, for a faith for a principle unbending like Himalayas 
his love for value is as deep as sea, as noble and high as sky, as 
compassionate and sympathetic as earth. 


The words and deeds of Rabi Ray remind us of Bertrand 
Russels life mission of having knowledge love and compassion. 
His valiant fight against corruption and dishonesty along with 
tenderness of heart and zeal to serve the people reflect 
revolutionary’s Characters as depicted by the Chinese poet Lu 
Shun: 


“Fierce — browed | will defy a thousand 
Pointing fingers 

Head bowed, like willing ox 

I serve the children.” 


Hope, his monumental creation, Lohia Academy would go 
on perpetuating the lofty ideals of Rabi Ray. 


=) 
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The Man Next Door 

It was a winter morning. 

| was barely out of bed. The telephone rang. 
| picked up the receiver. 


‘Birendra, | am Rabi Ray speaking.’ —said the voice from 
the other end. 


He continued, “I talked to Rameswar, ask Gokulananda to 
meet him. He has agreed to give him audience.” 


| was thunder struck! It was not that we were not familiar 
with each other. But a person of his eminence and seniority 
(older than me by twenty five years!) would call me at such an 
early hour of the day and that too on a personal matter that was 
in my interest! 


| was one of the eleven Professors of Utkal University, 
who were demoted under the orders of the-then Chancellor 
and Governor, Mr. M.M.Rajendran. It was awarded to us almost 
as a new year’s gift as this tragedy struck us in the first week of 
January 2004. It was unprecedented. The pretext was that there 
were adverse entries in our Confidential Character Rolls, which 
had remained unexpunged at the time of promotion. Such 
demotion was challenged before the Hon'ble High Court and 
the Hon’ble High Court quashed the orders of demotion. When 
this order of the Court came, Mr. Rajendran had demitted his 
office and Sri Rameswar Thakur had assumed the office as the 
Governor and Chancellor. 


We, the demotees, were anxious at the delay in the 
implementation of the Court orders. We were hearing that the 


29 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


® Rabi Ray : Reminiscences 
(C/ 


files were shelved and not brought to the notice of the new 
Chancellor. It was during those anxious moments that my friend 
Prafulla Samantra, the noted social activist and an acolyte of 
Sri Rabi Ray, suggested to me to talk about my problem to Rabi 
Babu, who could bring this matter to the notice of the new 
Chancellor, Sri Rameswar Thakur as they were good friends, and 
Sri Thakur held Rabi Babu in high esteem. 


| nodded at Prafulla Babu’s suggestion but could not bring 
myself to approach Rabi Babu. But to my surprise Rabi Babu 
broke the ice. After a seminar on privatization of water, which 
he graced as the Chief Guest, and where | was one of the 
speakers, he came to me and asked, “ What has happened to 
you? Prafulla was telling me that you have been wronged.” 


I narrated to him the story of our demotion, how the 
Hon'ble High Court quashed the orders of demotion and how 
the Governor-Chancellor’s office was sitting pretty over it 
without any action. | asked him if the new Chancellor could be 
persuaded to retrieve our files and act on them? 


Rabi Babu honestly admitted that the matter was too 
technical for him to explain to the Chancellor. “ Why don’t you 
come with me? We both will go to the Governor and you will 
explain to him the matter.” | expressed my inability, as protocol 
demands a process to be followed before a teacher of the 
university could meet the Chancellor. He agreed with me and 
asked, “Then, who can explain?.” “Professor Gokulananda Das”, 
| told him. “Because during Professor Das’s tenure as Vice- 
Chancellor, those promotions were made. He had presided over 
the process. Further he is the nominee of the Chancellor in the 
Syndicate. So he will be the right person to explain.” He said, 
“O.K.” 


The telephonic call, | mentioned above was the aftermath 
of this conversation. Professor Das got appointment with the 
Hon'ble Chancellor Rameswar Thakur. The Chancellor's office 
swung into action after this meeting; our files dumped in some 
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corner were retrieved and attended to. After some formal 
processes, the earlier orders of demotion were revoked and the 
victims were reposted in their earlier positions. 


Before this experience of mine, ! had heard from many 
quarters, particularly the Odias in Delhi, as to how he used to 
volunteer his help and rescue them from the pit of distress, 
mental and otherwise. If the beneficiaries of his large 
heartedness ever record their personal experiences, needless 
to say they will run into volumes. Essentially, his personality has 
the natural attribute of reaching out to them who are in distress. 
As a true socialist, he has always remained accessible to every 
body in need and made his surrounding down to earth, easy and 
vibrant where one felt at home. His stature has sat lightly on his 
shoulders, and his personality has repelled sycophancy, 
howsoever subtle. He has never succumbed to the enticement 
of flamboyance, which his ten—year-older colleague Biju Patnaik 
had in ample measure. 


Rabi Ray and Biju Patnaik 


It would not be an exaggeration to say that Rabi Ray is one 
of the two politicians of the post-independent Odisha who are 
known across the country. The other one is the redoubtable Biju 
Patnaik. But strangely, when Rabi Ray has been a man of ideology, 
an ardent follower of Dr. Rammanohar Lohia, Biju Patnaik was 
without any ideology though a great admirer of Dr. Lohia. Biju 
Patnaik believed that ‘Charismatic leaders do not need any 
ideology’. It was at the residence of Dr. Lohia where they both 
had met for the first time in 1967. For Rabi Babu, Biju Patnaik 
was a ‘very likable fellow, one with whom your heart may agree, 
but your ideology could differ’. (‘Former Lok Sabha Rabi Ray 
salutes Biju Patnaik’as spoken to Syed Firdaus Ashraf, Rediff on 
the NeT: http://www.rediff.in/news/apr/17bijui.htm). Yet they 
worked together against Indira Gandhi's emergency, fought it 
under the umbrella of Janata Party, and were ministers in the 
government led by Morarji Desai. 
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As an Alternative 


But their political togetherness began dwindling during 
Biju Patnaik’s second stint as the Chief Minister, between 1990 
and 1995. Rabi Babu was very much disturbed at the failure of 
Biju’s government on every front and at the disillusionment of 
the people, who had voted him to power ousting ‘Janaki Ballabh 
Patnaik’s corrupt government’. In the matters of corruption Rabi 
Babu found, to his dismay, that Biju’s government was no better 
as ‘his entire cabinet became corrupt.’ He began exploring the 
possibility of a third front, which could keep the Patnaiks, Biju 
and Janaki Ballabh, beyond the reach of power and give a 
corruption free government to the people of Odisha. His 
exploration had evoked a lot of optimism amongst the right 
thinking citizenry of the State, who were earnestly looking 
forward to an alternative. Such optimism and crave for alternative 
found expression in the open letter (published in the Odia daily 
Pragativadi, dated 22™ April 1994) that Sri Kishen Pattnayak, 
another worthy disciple of Or. Lohia, wrote to Sri Rabi Ray. While 
acknowledging the effort of Sri Ray, Kishen Pattnayak wrote, “ 
the initiatives, you and communists have taken, though belatedly 
but rightly, to change the political condition in Odisha should be 
led to a logical end. Unless you and the communists of Odisha, 
jointly and through unambiguous declarations of programmes, 
begin action, then it would be so delayed that before your 
effort reaches the masses, the process for the coming Assembly 
election would begin, and despite your unwillingness, you may 
have to take the side of either Congress or Janata Dal.” 
Alternative seekers were in a hurry and wanted the third front 
to materialize soon; they were convinced that Sri Ray could be 
an effective architect of the third front. So, Kishenji, while 
pledging his support to such effort, at the end of the letter, 
wrote, “On today’s date and in the context of the coming 
election, you are more suitable than me to give a new orientation 
to the politics in Odisha. | do not have means, status and 
influence as you have. Therefore, ! request you...to form soon 
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a center with the communist leaders bringing them together. 
Then, many groups like us would volunteer their support.” tt is 
another matter that such third front did not materialize despite 
all sincere efforts of Sri Rabi Ray; the reasons of failure require 
no mention here.. But Sri Rabi Ray emerged as the source of 
inspiration for every alternative effort, howsoever small or big. 
He was perceived as a politician with a difference, the one who 
would not compromise with principle, but rather would quit the 
arena of power politics where the rules of the game had lost 
ethical content. In fact, the 10“ Loksabha election in 1991 was 
the last election of his political career. He never contested 
thereafter. Neither did he entertain any desire for any position 
that run-of-the- mill politicians seek after they are out of power 
politics. 


Outside of the Parliament 


He, instead, made himself available to all those, big or 
small, who were looking for an alternative to the current socio- 
political environment. He sat with them, advised them, and 
raised their morale. In their midst he appeared extremely happy 
as one in the midst of one’s kith and kin. His politics turned truly 
grassroots. He lent voice to them who cried for their identity; 
who agitated against the encroachment on their right to life and 
livelinood; who were fighting for a just human society. He was, 
therefore, with the agitating villagers against POSCO demanding 
the exit of POSCO. He was with the Tibetan refugees demanding 
self-determination and autonomy for Tibet. He was with the 
citizens taking initiative for peace in the society urging the 
government to enter into dialogue with the Maoists (‘Intellectuals 
Ask Government to Respond to Maoist Peace Offer’ Rediff.com 
India News, 23“ February 2010). He was with those members of 
the academic world, who were concerned about 
commercialization of education. He was with them who were 
critical of the Government’s pro-rich, corporate friendly economic 
policies. He exuded more radiance and looked more gratified in 
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the company of such concerned people than with the run- of- 
the- mill politicians. Despite his advanced age, he is still alert to 
the events around him, and his counsels on various issues are 
still sought. The Lohia Academy that he founded has become a 
rendezvous for alternative seekers and an affordable venue, in 
the capital city of Bhubaneswar, for seminars and conferences 
on the topics of public interest. 


Concern for Parliament 


Rabi Babu, though led a political life, now out of 
parliament, and unattached to any political party of the day, 
remains a great votary of parliamentary democracy. His long 
association with the Indian Parliament both as its member and 
as Speaker of Lok Sabha, has made him sensitive to any conduct 
injurious to the dignity of Parliament. During his brief stint of 
fifteen and a half months as the Speaker, he brought about 
many reforms in the working of Parliament, which have been 
well chronicled by the Office of Speaker of Lok Shbha. His concern 
for common man made him allow more and more opportunities 
to the members to raise the issues affecting the common man. 
Corruption at high level was anathema to him so much so that 
he had admitted an impeachment motion, first time in the history 
of Parliament, against a sitting Supreme Court judge. He ensured 
the effectiveness of the Parliamentary committees. He ensured 
discipline on the floor of the House. As a great believer in 
transparency in public life, he laid the foundation of telecasting 
the proceedings of the Parliament. He through his conduct set 
an example of impartiality and honesty that Presiding Officers 
of the Parliament should possess. He in fact rose to the 
expectations of the Members of the Parliament, who 
unanimously had chosen him as their Presiding officer. He 
believed that ‘the Speaker has an independent role in the 
Parliament and he is not representing any political party’. For 
him the Speaker ‘should work as a neutral person in Parliament!’ 
It was with this conviction that he publicly criticized CPM when 
it demanded that Sri Somnath Chatterjee, its member, should 
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resign from the office of the Speaker, as the party was 
withdrawing support to UPA government. His attachment to the 
Parliament was total. It was therefore not surprising that he 
always insisted that individuals with impeccable honesty and 
integrity should adorn our Parliament, and the politicians with 
criminal antecedents should be debarred from entering 
Parliament (‘Debar Criminals: Rabi Ray’- The Hindu, 8™ December 
2005). The recent decision of the Apex Court declaring the 
convicted MPs and MLAs disqualified must have given him a 
great satisfaction, while it would have certainly pained him to 
learn that all political parties have joined hands to use the floor 
of the Parliament to make the decision of the Apex Court 
ineffective (‘Centre to Amend Representation of People’s Act’- 
The New Indian Express, 23 August 2013) 


Politician to be Emulated 


Rabi Ray essentially excelled as a great human being, 
compassionate, honest, and committed to the cause of the 
common man. His long, unblemished political life is an ideal in 
itself. He never lived in the cocoon of political pettiness; he 
aspired to see an equitable society free from scourge of 
inequalities, and worked towards it selflessly. He lived with a 
worldview, and craved for diplomacy that would bring about 
world peace and camaraderie. He displayed qualities of a 
statesman, which are becoming rare in the present day 
politicians. A clean, transparent and corruption free polity 
requires leaders like Rabi Ray at the helm. More like him in a 
society will assure the common man of a dignified living. Every 
right thinking citizen would hope more like Rabi Ray to appear 
in our society. It, however, remains to be seen as to how many 
can venture to emulate him ignoring the lure of present-day 
politics, which offers a vast opportunity for personal 
aggrandizement. 
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Rabiji: Some Reminiscences 


Champa Limaye 


| know Rabiji since 1967 when he came to the Parliament 
as a young parliamentarian, when Limayeji was the senior of the 
two. After Limayeji Rabiji was the leader of the Socialist Party 
in Parliament. 


As a person | think he is very remarkable. | recollect that 
he had excellent relations with my son. There was some agitation 
to which my husband and Rabiji were going. My son also wanted 
to go. It is Rabiji who agreed to take him. Rabiji looked after him 
as a father. He calls him “Poppat- poppat kaisa hei, Poppat kaisa 
hei?” Whatever capacities he reached, but whenever he came 
to us, it was the same Rabiji. He never changed his attitude. 


Rabiji is a dedicated soul. He is a law graduate. His wife 
Saraswati is also a dedicated person, who works among adivasi 
women. Rabiji never cares for money and has no selfish motive. 
He is a detached soul. He showers affection on one and all 
including a small worker. Our own servant lived in his servant 
quarters when he was the speaker. But he never took any money 
from him and when he was to leave the house, till the last he 
did not tell the servant to leave. He is a very simple honest 
person. He has an open house. He is honest and loving. It is 
because of his honesty and the drive against corruption that cost 
him heavily. Otherwise he should have been in the current Lok 
Sabha. He has been writing about political issues. 


He would always come and discuss issues with my husband, 
particularly if there was any problem. Madhu Limaye hed told 
the socialists not to split the Janata Party. This time Rabiji told 
George Fernadez not to split the party. Samata Party was formed. 
Rabi found that he was without any party in his own constituency 
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because the Janata Party put up its own candidate. We have lost 
a very important leader. He would have been a very prominent 
leader in the Parliament. He left the Samata Party also because 
of George Fernandez’s alliance with the BJP in Bihar. 


Rabiji is fighting against corruption and does not tolerate 
any corruption. Therefore he is against Biju Patnaik and his style 
of life. It is partly the reason why he was eliminated from this 
election. 


When he was speaker, he came to consult Madhuji on the 
issue of giving recognition to Chandrasekhar’s group in the 
Parliament. The group had resigned first and only then the Party 
leadership had ousted it. The issue was discussed between him 
and Madhuji. The latter advised him that he should rise above 
the party and give his ruling. Rabiji had also come to him to ask 
if he should accept speakership. He was advised to do so. 


During Moraraji’s government both Charan Singh and Raj 
Narain were sacked but Raj Narain was not reinstated though he 
was responsible for making Moraraji the P.M. as well as Chandra 
Shekhar, the president of the Party and had defeated Indira 
Gandhi. Now the question came as to who should replace Raj 
Narain. Morarji faced a dilemma. Rabiji’s name was acceptable 
to him. He accepted it helplessly. As a Speaker, Rabiji was an 
impartial Speaker. | have gone to the Parliament house and 
witnessed many Speakers function, including Hukam Singh and 
Sanjiva Reddy. But | have seen that Rabiji used to pacify the 
members with a personal touch. He would call them to his 
chamber and talk to them. He was impartial and used to pacify 
the angry members. He would never get angry. Rabiji used to 
cajole, convince and control the members which was the function 
of a Speaker. There are two incidents when he rose above the 
ordinary and established himself in the best of the tradition of 
Speakership. One was the occasion when he recognised the 
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Chandrasekhar group and paved the way for him to become the 
P.M. and the other was his ruling on justice Ramaswami. Rabiji’s 
party was angry with him. 


He was a true disciple of Dr. Lohia. 


I accompanied him when we went to Orissa. We very 
often used to discuss common features of the two languages i.e. 
Oriya and Marathi. He was very keen to find the common words. 
He used to find similarity in various languages, various cultures 
and that was a very interesting part of his personality. He is a 
scholar, but does not show off. He is a very humble person. 
Whenever he comes he is the same man. He likes muri — the 
Oriya saltish snack and a cup of very simple coffee and that is 
it. He has nothing to hide. A very simple and hard working soul. 
Both husband and wife are devoted to their cause. Though she 
is away from politics yet whenever there is occasion she comes 
and helps him. In her own way she is doing great service. They 
are complimentary and they support each other. They have no 
child. They shower love and affection on all. Unfortunately they 
are not after money since in politics it plays an important role. 
Since honest persons are required in politics, people of Rabiji’s 
kind should get more and more an opportunity to come to the 
Parliament. 
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Rabi Ray is my Badamausa (uncle). He is someone | will 
always love, respect and care for. To many others, he is something 
a lot more revered than just an uncle. To some, he is a freedom 
fighter, and an erstwhile health minister. To others, he was the 
speaker of the LokShabha, a leading socialist voice in the Indian 
parliament. Beyond just the nation, still others knew him as the 
key point of unison between Tibet, Nepal, and Japan. He is 
respected, knowledgeable, loyal, strong, and a visionary. But to 
me, he is my Badamausa, not only a national figure. | idolized 
him. When | was getting married, everyone was hesitant about 
having me start the next chapter of my life at such a young age. 
But Badamausa would not budge. He stood by my father, 
Narayana Pradhan, and supported my parents in their decision. 
He was excited to welcome a scientist son-in-law into the family. 
And that is how | always viewed him — a source of reason and 
a man who stood by his morals and principles. 


Every political season when Badamausa would come to 
Sambalpur to campaign for his fellow party members, he would 
sit at our front lawn, drink chai, and have deep conversations 
with my father. | never remembered the actual discussions, but 
I would remember his presence, and | would remember the 
respect that my father and uncle would have for each other. His 
presence was never ominous or daunting. On the contrary, he 
was warm, supportive, and always had a deep, booming laugh. 
Despite his busy political schedule, Badamausa would always 
prioritize time with his family, a value that is hard to develop 
when you are so focused on improving the lives of so many 
other families. When my husband was a Scientist at Bhabha 
Atomic Research Center, Badamausa allocated an evening to 
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come spend time with us. He asked that | cook Oriya food, a skill 
that | had definitely not perfected at the time. But he asked it 
because he missed home. And though | did not cook anything 
special, Badamausa continuously praised me and expressed how 
happy he was. “Look, Hrishikesh (Panda), we are finally having 
home cooked Oriya food after so long!” He would take my 
daughter, his granddaughter, and do whatever she would want, 
from drawing to storytelling. His strong love for his country was 
only overtaken by his love for his family. 


Though as a child | did not understand his ideology and 
beliefs, as | grew older, | realized how important his actions 
were for Indian socio-economical development. To me, he was 
part of my home. But to the rest of India, he was the one people 
looked to for guidance, growth, and sustainability. 


=) 
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| met Sri Rabi Ray for the first time at the foundation 
conference of the All India Samajwadi Yuwak Sabha at Kashi 
Vidyapeeth, Varanasi, in May 1953. The conference was 
inaugurated by Or. Ram Manohar Lohia who was very popular 
among the socialist youth throughout the country. Before that 
conference there was no all India organization of the socialist 
youth. At this stage let us have a look at the history of the 
student movement at the national level. 


Just as the Indian National Congress in pre-Independence 
days was not a political party in the narrow sense but was a 
national platform for all political workers fighting for the freedom 
of the country, the All India Students’ Federation formed at 
Lucknow in 1936 was the national platform for all students 
irrespective of their political ideology. It continued to be so 
until 1941 when the nationalist elements parted company with 
the communists. Until then the Communist Party of India was 
calling the World War II an imperialist war. As soon as the Soviet 
Union joined hands with the Allies their Indian stooges 
constituting the CPI started calling the imperialist war as the 
people’s war and supported the war eorts of the Allies which 
meant the British Government for Indians. The communists 
became unpopular and opposed the Quit India movement 
launched by Gandhiji in August 1942. The nationalist students 
left the AISF which was toeing the line of the CPI and formed 
an all India body with the name of the All India Students’ 
Congress. The leaders of the AISC were mostly socialists 
connected with the CSP (Congress Socialist Party). 


The CSP had to leave the Congress in 1948 as Sardar Patel 
insisted that there could not be another party within the 
Congress. Thus, the national platform character of the INC 
changed into a narrow political party after independence. On 
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the same analogy the AISC did no more remain a national 
platform. The socialists took two decisions: 


(i) The students should not be divided on party 
lines. There should be a non-partisan all India body of students 
on the pattern of the Netional Union of Students of Britain. The 
elected representatives of students in the various student unions 
in Universities and colleges should constitute the NUS. A 
conference of tne UP Students’ Congress was held at Allahabad 
Ur iversity Union in January or February 1948 and it was decided 
to dissolve the UP Students’ Congress and organise a non-partisan 
NUS comprising elected representatives of University/college 
student unions. A similar move was made all over India and the 
Foundation Conference of the NUS of India was held at Bombay 
in 1950. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru inaugurated the conference 
which was chaired by Sri Jayaprakash Narayan. 


(ii) The second decision was that various political 
parties could have their youth wings in the Universities/colleges 
and elsewhere, say, in the rural! areas. There was the precedent 
of the British Communist Party having units of the Young 
Communist League (YCL) in the Universities and elsewhere for 
furthering the ideology and interests of the British Communist 
Party but, importantly, the communist students in the 
Universities joined hands with their counter-parts having dierent 
political ideologies in strengthening the NUS. That was the 
pattern in the student and youth movements in the other 
countries of the West. A central coordinating organization known 
as COSEC (Coordinating Secretariat for National Unions of 
Students) functioned from Leiden. The communist organization 
functioned with the name of the US (International Union of 
Students) from Prague, the capital of the erstwhile 


Czechoslovakia. It had plenty of funds provided by the Soviet 
Union. 


After 1948 the socialists decided to work among the 
students through the student unions and the NUS! whereas work 
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among the youth (student and non-student youth} on party lines 
through the socialist youth organizations bearing dierent names 
in dierent provinces (the term State came into existence in 
1950). In UP we organized YSL (Young Socialist League) or 
Naujawan Socialist Sangh. In Orissa the two most prominent 
student leaders were Rabi Ray and Kulamani Mahapatra. They 
controlled the student union of the most famous college of 
Orissa, the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. Under the leadership of 
the veteran socialist leader, Sri Surendranath Dwivedy they 
organized the socialist youth movement too. 


Rashtra Sewa Dal was the most prominent socialist youth 
organization in the erstwhile Bombay province and the whole 
country looked towards it as a role model. The socialist youth 
leaders and workers from all over India participated in the 
foundation conference of the AISYS at Kashi Vidyapeeth in May 
1953. Sri Gowde Murahari was elected General Secretary of the 
organisation and Rabi Ray as Joint Secretary. After Gowde 
Murahari became Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha, Ranganath 
(Sharma) succeeded him as Secretary, AISYS. 


Soon the schism in the country’s socialist movement started 
telling upon the health of its youth wing. The Socialist Party (the 
nomenclature after shedding the word Congress) led by JP 
suered badly in the first General Election of 1952 and by the 
next year he took sanyas from party politics and joined the 
Bhoodan movement of Vinoba ji. An opportunistic alliance was 
forged between the SP and the KMPP (Kisan Mazdoor Praja 
Party) to form the PSP (Praja Socialist Party}. A power centre 
grew around Dr. Lohia and Madhu Limaye and by the end of 1955 
the split was complete. A rival youth organization was formed 
with the name of Al Samajwadi Yuwajan Sabha. It was unfortunate 
that some youth leaders of the new group started using 
intemperate language even for veteran leaders of the PSP. But 
Rabi Ray never gave up decency and etiquette and despite 
genuine dierences with the leaders of the opposite camp never 
uttered any derogatory or defamatory words for them. 
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By this time | had fully engaged myself in anthropological 
field research in three research projects and taught Anthropology 
at Lucknow University for a while. My personal contacts with old 
socialist friends were reduced. When | joined Government 
service in the Constitutional organization of Commissioner for 
SC & ST on the first day of 1959 and over a period of thirty one 
years served practically all over the country, | continued to meet 
old friends in Delhi or elsewhere. | would specially like to 
mention among them Chandra Shekhar, Rabi Ray, Surendra 
Mohan, Narayan Datt Tiwari, KC Pant, Ramakrishna Hegde, Devi 
Das Thakur, etc. | recall with gratitude the affection and goodwill 
| invariably received from them. | remember once running into 
Rabi Babu in a train compartment as a co-passenger somewhere 
in Andhra Pradesh, perhaps Vijayawada, while travelling from 
Delhi to Madras. The warmth with which he embraced me and 
spoke with me for a few hours is unforgettable for me. 


When | was working as Director for SC & ST at Bhubaneswar 
under the National Commission for SC & ST from September 
1980 to March 1985, | made it a point to see Rabi Babu at his 
residence in Cuttack more than once. | was very glad to meet his 
idealistic wife, Dr. Saraswati Swain, a Professor at Cuttack Medical 
College. | met her several times in Delhi later. It is gratifying to 
note that despite her being obliged to take care of her ailing and 
Alzeimer-aected husband she has not given up taking active 
interest in the National Institute of Applied Human Research & 
Development (NIAHRD) set up by her. | also met our common 
friend Kulamani Mahapatra who, after a gap of several years, 
studied Anthropology at Lucknow University and later worked at 
the Tribal Research Institute, Bhubaneswar. 


Rabi Ray is one of the very few politicians in the country 
with impeccable integrity. He was the Union Minister of Health 
& Family Welfare in the Janata Government. He led a very simple 
and unostentatious life and no one ever raised an accusing finger 
at him. 
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After relinquishing active politics he started an 
organisation, Lok Shakti Abhiyan, to strive against corruption 
and organise people’s power to work against injustice. In Delhi 
he collected a good number of young and enthusiastic workers 
besides some leading academia from JNU and DOU. | wish the 
good work started by him continues. 


Rabi Babu has been the President of the Society for 
Communal Harmony which was set up in 1990 by Dr. BN Pande, 
Maulana Ali Mian and Surendra Mohan. His three predecessors 
were Dr. BN Pande, Sri PN Haksar and Sri Sadiq Ali. 


| cannot refrain myself from narrating a recurring anecdote. 
In 1953 we conducted a non-violent peaceful movement for 
autonomy of university unions in which nearly 14,000 students 
went to jail and three persons were killed in police firing. 
Ultimately the State Government led by Pandit Govind Ballabh 
Pant had to accept our legitimate demands. It was a result of our 
movement that in 1957 Sri CB Gupta, an important Minister and 
Hony. Treasurer of Lucknow University, was defeated in the State 
Assembly elections from two constituencies. In an analysis of 
our movement Dr. Lohia wrote an article in the National Herald 
under the caption The Lucknow Revolt and, inter alia, wrote a 
paragraph praising me. That article is published in one of the 
books written by Dr. Lohia. For five decades Rabi Babu used to 
mention this fact whenever | was with him in a meeting. He 
would say: “Chandrabhal, you are very fortunate that Dr. Lohia 
has made you ‘immortal’. We devoted our whole lives to him 
and his programmes but he never wrote a word about us. You 
were in the (socialist) movement for a few years and later joined 
Government service but Dr. Sahab has praised you like anything 
in his article.” Rabi Babu used to always refer to this while 
introducing me to an individual or a meeting. 


0 
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Rabi Ray: A Man with Matchless Magnanimity 
Chittaranjan Mohanty 


Rabi ray is the jewel of Orissa donated to the public life 
of our country. Unfortunately neither his own state nor the 
country could know his worth to utilise his selfless service in the 
best interest of the people. 


| am proud to have his deep affection and association for 
long 35 years. When | was the President of Ravenshaw College, 
a premier college of the state, | came across an opinion poll 
conducted by a national Hindi Weekly to elicit and alternate 
name for prime ministership in case the then minority 
government of Indira Gandhi fell. | was thrilled to find Rabi Ray’s 
name in the list of names suggested by the people to replace 
Indira Gandhi as Prime Minister. Rabi Ray was then the leader of 
Sanjukta Socialist Party (S.S.P) in Lok Sabha. We the students 
were very much interested to send Rabi Ray to Lok Sabha despite 
Indira wave in 1971. Myself and Dr. Dinesh Sarangi (present 
M.L.A and former Health Minister of Jharkhand} requested Mr. 
Biju Pattnaik then the leader of Utkal Congress, a regional party, 
not to divide opposition vote by fielding a candidate against 
Rabi Ray but he refused to see reason and told us that none of 
the S.S.P leaders had approached him. After one year all of his 
Utkal Congress followers except very few deserted Biju Babu 
and joined Indira Congress. 


Left in the lurch Biju Babu was very much eager to join all 
India non-Congress congregation. So when | invited him for a 
joint public meeting with Rabi Ray in a remote rural area of 
Jagatsinghpur, he readily agreed. During the long drive from 
Bhubaneswar to Jagatsinghpur and back he convinced Rabi Ray 
that his goal is the all out development and progress of the state 
and Rabi Ray should extend a helping hand to achieve the goal. 
Rabi Ray agreed and as a political instrument Pragati Dal was 
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formed taking Harekrishna Mehtab and Rajendra Narayan 
Singhdeo in its fold. Later Pragati Dal merged with all India Lok 
Dal and after emergency Lok Dal merged in Janata Party. 


When Rabi Ray was taken in place of Rajnarayan as health 
minister in Moraraji Bhai’s cabinet wherein Biju Babu was the 
steel minister, some close associates of Biju Babu expressed 
their apprehension that Rabi Ray might take over the leadership. 
Biju Babu fell victim to that apprehension as he himself had 
dislodged Harekrushna Mehtab by manipulating the central 
leaders particularly Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and the 
then Congress President Indira Gandhi. 


Biju Babu failed to understand that Rabi Ray does not 
belong to the tribe of power hankering politicians who back 
stab, even their dearest, to get a position. This misunderstanding 
cost the state’s public life dearly. 


Rabi Ray is an irrepressible optimist. He loves his native 
land and people intensily yet he is not parochial. He has been 
a fighter all along but has no personal enemies. He has a spotless 
personal character yet he neither hates perverts nor gives 
sermons to anyone. His personal and daily life is an open book. 


As a lover of nature he is far ahead of other politicians. 
Once we had a night halt in Barkul rest house near Chilika Lake. 
It was a moonlit night. At midnight ! left my suite to see the 
silent beauty of Chilika. After a while Rabi Ray came out and as 
a concerned guardian asked me to go to bed lest | might catch 
cold. He himself sat there for hours and when next morning ! 
pressed the point that he should not have forbade me to see 
the Nature’s beauty when he himself enjoyed it. Rabi Ray just 
laughed. So far as respect to women is concerned Rabi Ray is 
matchless. 


During 1970 we organised a movement demanding second 
steel plant in Orissa and decided to boycott central ministers. 
Nandini Satpathy, then a minister at the centre was manhandled 
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at Bhubaneswar. She was Rabi Ray’s junior college mate in 
Ravenshaw. She told Rabi Ray in the presence of Buxi Gulam 
Mahammad that Rabi Ray became so sympathetic that he 
directed us to withdraw the boycott call forth with. 


In 1980 Rabi Ray fought a by-election from Cuttack Lok 
Sabha Constituency. Mrs Jayanti Pattnaik, the wife of the then 
C.M J.B. Pattnaik was the congress candidate. During the election 
campaign someone made personal reflections on Jayanti 
Pattnaik. When Rabi Ray came to know about this he 
immediately withdrew all his vehicles being used in the campaign 
and made me the campaign manager with the strict instruction 
that there shall be no personal vilification. Jayanti Pattanaik 
won that election. After election when Rabi Ray, on invitation 
of a farmer’s organisation, went to address their two-day 
Workshop, Jayanti’s hooligans physically blocked the road at a 
place nearly 3 k.m from the venue of the ‘Camp’. The farmers 
hearing about road blockade marched in hundreds to teach the 
miscreants a lesson. To avoid bloody confrontation Rabi Ray 
addressed a huge peasant meeting at the roadside in which he 
firmly dismissed the allegation that Jayanti Pattnaik had sent 
the miscreants. 


When Rabi Ray formed Samata Party along with George 
Fernandez and Nitish Kumar he wanted to take his electorate of 
Kendrapada into confidence. Bijoy Mohapatra who was a 
powerful minister of Biju Babu’s cabinet got the road blocked by 
drunkards keeping a road rotler on the narrow river embankment. 
But when the same Mahapatra who became parliamentary board 
chairman of Biju Janata Da!, was denied party ticket by a last 
minute maniputation of B.J.D president Nabin Pattnaik, Rabi Ray 
openly came in favour of Bijoy saying “If there will be no inner 
party democracy in political parties democratic system of the 
country cannot survive”. 


Yudhistir Das, a long associate of Rabi Ray contested him 
in 1984 Lok Sabha election. Some common friends tried a lot to 
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prevent Yudhisthir from contesting Rabi Ray but in vain. Rabi Ray 
polled more votes than Biju Babu contesting from adjacent 
constituency. Rabi Ray got defeated due to manipulation in 
counting as the margin was very thin because Yudhisthir who 
polled twelve thousand and odd was instrumental in making the 
margin thin by cutting Rabi Ray’s personal votes. 


In 1990, Yudhisthir was prized by Biju Babu with party 
ticket and later with speakership. Rabi Ray was then the speaker 
of Lok Sabha. When Yudhisthir was invited to 20, Akbar Road, 
Speakers’ Residence, family members and close associates 
opposed it. “ A Man who became an instrument to inflict 
maximum damage to the political career of Rabi Ray forgetting 
all past obligations should not be given a hearty welcome,” they 
argued with Rabi Ray. Rabi Ray’s reaction was sharp and precise. 
“The Speaker of Orissa is invited to the official residence of Lok 
Sabha speaker, those who do not like it may leave the place”. 
Such is the magnanimity of a man who is so simple and so loving 
a person yet is a lone walker in the path of principles and ideals 
that is dearer to him than friends and family. 


Many of us who came in contact with Rabi Ray for a long 
period of life are fortunate enough to enjoy abundant affection 
from a national leader respected even by opponents. Bipin Das, 
Ex-M.L.A, who was my friend in agitations was a very close 
associate of Rabi Ray. He was in the charge of youth wing of Rabi 
Ray’s party called Samajbadi Yavajan Sabha (S.Y.S). He introduced 
me with Rabi Rayji and wanted me to join him. That was the 
time during 1968 when Rabi Ray was the leader of his Sanjukta 
Socialist Party which had 23 members in Lok Sabha. 


The magnetic personality in Rabi Ray attracted me and 
many a person so much that we rejected offers of power and 
purse to be with him and his mission to have a corruption free 
clean public life. Bipin, who was Rabi Ray’s right hand in those 
days deserted him in 1971 to join Indira Wave, then prevailing 
in the country. He was prized by congress for defection and in 
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1974 was made an M.L.A just at the age of 25. Many others like 
former Revenue Minister of Odisha Jaganath Pattanaik, (brother 
of famous Socialist Leader Kishan Pattanaik} also left Rabi Ray 
to join party in power. 


Jagannath Pattanaik joined Indira Congress and later 
became Revenue Minister of the State. Both Jaganath Pattanaik 
and Bipin Das were heading the State unit of S.Y.S as president 
and general secretary of the organization respectively. A shocked 
Rabi Ray took no time to replace them by Dr. Dinesh Sarangi 
{later became the Health Minister of Jharkhand} and me. | was 
then the president of Revenshaw College and heading a student 
and youth front called Yuba Chhatra Sangharsha Samiti that was 
pioneering Second Steel Plant movement and other movements 
against Congress Government at the Centre. Rabi Ray was the 
living spirit of those movements. 


Biju Pattanaik had formed his Utkal Congress and fought 
1971 election. Although he himself lost all the five constituencies 
he contested, his party did better in the election and formed 
government in the state with Swatantra Party as partner. 
Interestingly Biju Babu and Rabi Rayji were not personally known 
to each other till then, though in 1967 Lok Sabha election Rabi 
Rayji had defeated renowned Bibhudendra Mishra of Congress 
party, a close colleague of Biju Babu with a margin of more than 
60 thousand votes from a Brahmhin dominated Lok Sabha 
Constituency like Puri. 


Both Biju Babu and Rabi Rayji were invited as guests to 
my village high school Palasol in Jagatsinghpur district and joined 
the function travelling in Biju Babu’s Kalinga Rath together from 
Bhubaneswar. This otherwise insignificant personal rapport 
changed the history of non-congress politics in Odisha and later 
in the Country. This political intimacy of two national odia leaders 
continued for long 18 years till Biju Babu ditched Rabi Ray in 
1989 depriving him of his fevourite & natural Jagatsinghpur Lok 
Sabha Constituency. 
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in Odisha prominent non congress parties like Utkal 
Congress, Swatantra and S.S.P under the leadearship of Biju 
Babu, Rabi Ray, Harekrushna Mahatab and R.N Singhdeo formed 
a front called Pragati Dal and fought 1974 State Assembly elections 
unitedly. Keeping other two prominent non-congress parties 
C.P.M and socialist party out of pragati orbit proved fatal and 
Biju Babu could not become Chief Minister; instead Nandini 
Devi with the help of seven members of C.P.1 formed the 
Government. 


As opposition leader Biju Babu is the most magnanimous 
man and in power he demonstrates an unexpected self defeating 
meanness. Rabi Ray was a victim of the mean machination of 
Biju Babu. 


One day Biju Babu and Rabi Ray were planning in State 
Janata Dal office at Forest park, Bhubaneswar preparation for 
1989 Lok Sabha election. The renouned communist leader Loknath 
Choudhury stepped in to discuss seat sharing of C.P.1 with Janata 
Dal. C.P.1 was claiming two Lok Sabha seats, Aska and Deogarh. 
All on a sudden without consulting Rabi Ray, Biju Babu threw a 
proposal “well Loknath, why are you claiming two losing seats, 
why not one winning seat? Why you yourself are not going to 
Lok Sabha to fight for the cause of the State. Jagatsinghpur will 
be the best seat for you”. It was in fact a sure seat for Rabi Ray 
as in 1984 Lok Sabha election despite the sad demise of Indira 
Gandhi Rabi Babu polled highest vote as non-congress candidate. 
He secured more votes than what Biju Babu polled in 
Kendrapada. Biju Babu won but Rabi Ray was defeated by 
manipulation of counting process and its records. While deciding 
an election petition the Honorable High Court held the allegation 
to be true and ordered for recounting. By then four years had 
passed and Justice was delayed thus denied. 


Loknath Babu was taken aback and objected saying, ‘ it 
is Rabi’s seat’. Biju Babu pretending to be an admirer of Rabi Ray 
said, “ Ah, Rabi can win from anywhere not in Odisha but in the 
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Country. A deeply hurt Rabi Ray failed to express any opinion 
further on the subject. Biju Babu interpreting his silence to be 
his consent declared Loknath Choudhury to be the common 
candidate of Jagatsinghpur Lok Sabha seat. There was unexpected 
reaction both in and out side the party in the state as well as at 
centre. Biju Babu himself was humiliated by grass root party 
workers. A defensive Biju Babu had to yield number one non- 
congress constituency Kendrapada to Rabi Ray and he won 
despite sabotage by Biju loyalists. The unilateral and 
unreasonable hostility of Biju Babu towards Rabi Ray continued. 
Prime Minister V.P Singh decided to induct all those leaders in 
his cabinet who were in Morarji Desai’s first Janata Cabinet. So 
everybody was sure that Rabi Ray would be a Cabinet Minister 
with very important portfolio as he was not only an honest 
minister but very efficient too. He had taken a number of 
revolutionary steps such as village health worker scheme to give 
health service at the door step. Friends from different fields 
including media poured advance congratulations embarrassing 
Rabiji a lot. 


Biju Babu gate crashed V.P Singh’s residence and 
compelled him to take a man from Odisha of his choice in the 
Cabinet. A timid V.P Singh gave in. Nilamani Routray was Biju 
Babu’s choice. In 1972 Nilamani Babu had not only deserted Biju 
Babu to join congress to become the CM but also got Utkal 
Congress, the political forum of Biju Babu merged with congress 
leaving Biju Babu and few of his associates like Prahlad Mallick, 
Pratap Mohanty, Sarat Kar in a lurch. Rabi Ray never betrayed 
Biju Babu. But the chemistry between Biju Babu and Nilamani 
was such that he got preference over Rabi Ray. 


Rabi Ray is Ajata Satru (Enemyless) in personal life. So 
almost all Janata Leaders of Delhi did not take the treatment to 
Rabi Ray by Biju Babu well. Whether it was Chandrashekhar or 
George Fernadiz, Devilal or Ramkrushna Hegde, Sharad Yadav or 
Nitish kumar, all reacted openly. When the choice of speakership 
of Lok Sabha came to Rabi Ray he got unanimous support even 
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from Congress and B.J.P. Jyoti Basu was delighted and opined 
that Eastern india was honoured due to Rabi Ray. After becoming 
Speaker when Rabi Ray came to Odisha for the first time Biju 
Babu accompanied him from Delhi to prove that he was in favour 
of Rabi Ray. Thousands of non political people greeted Rabi Ray 
at the Airport. Nobody expected such a vast spontaneous crowd. 
Biju Babu the would be C.M felt isolated and humiliated. He 
reluctantly attended reception at Bhubaneswar but kept himself 
away from mass reception at Saheed Bhavan Cuttack. 


As all his efforts to cut Rabiji to size failed, Biju Babu 
decided to take on his associates and young followers. 
Perticularly this writer and Prafulla Samantaray were targeted in 
the process. Sashi Bhusan Behera, Panchanan Kanungo, Suresh 
Pujari, Sushant Mohanty even senior socialist leader like Banka 
Bihari Das, Surendra Pradhan, Pradipta Das became victims and 
Yudhistir Das and few others became unexpected beneficiaries. 


To achieve his objective to crimple young progressive 
elements Biju Babu managed Bhajaman Behera the chairman of 
State Parliamentary Board meant for selecting candidates and 
Ramvilas Paswan, the observer from Delhi to monitor and 
supervise candidate selection in Odisha. In 1990 Biju Babu 
successfully eliminated vocal non-purchasable elements from 
his party so that he would enjoy a Criticism -free Chief 
Ministership. It was not to be. The Cuttack hooch tragedy that 
killed more than five hundred ‘persons, soiled the name and 
fame of Biju Babu and his writ neither worked in the Government 
nor in the party. He lost the 1995 State election and a formidable 
PM candidature due to the conspiracy of his own followers. 
There is a proverb in Odisha arrogant people wish to control 
everyone’s fate forgetting that their own fate is at the mercy of 
time. 


Had Biju Babu continued his friendship with Rabi Ray he 
would have certainly become the Prime Minister of the country. 
He could not find place in Davagouda’s Cabinet. In 1974 the then 
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PM arranged a raid on Biju Babu’s Delhi Residence. Rabi Ray 
protected Biju Babu’s image in parliament and outside. Again in 
1977 Biju Babu after being released from jail praised Sanjay 
Gandhi as ‘rising sun of India’ and faced criticism. This time also 
Rabi Ray protected him. But every friend is not Rabi Ray. One of 
Biju’s young beneficiaries conspired against him with the help 
of Janaki Pattanaik, the then CM and initiated a vigilance case 
against Biju Babu, the copy of which was circulated in Delhi 
political circle. As a result the name of Biju Babu, number one 
in PM role was dropped. This young friend of Biju was direct 
political rival of Janaki Pattanaik. But he did not hesitate to join 
hands with J.B to harm Biju Babu’s political position. 


After knowing all their machinations behind his back 
repentant Biju who had won two Lok Sabha seats offered Rabi 
Ray Cuttack seat retaining his native Aska seat. It was too late. 
Rabi Ray fade up with the stinking condition of power politics 
decided to leave it to organize mass movements to protect the 
values of freedom struggle and our constituton. He formed 
Loksakti Abhiyan at all India level. Prominent personalities like 
Justice P.B Samant, Kuldip Nayar, and many other associated 
themselves actively with the organization. Prof. Dr. Ananda Kumar, 
former president of J.N.U. Teacher’s association and Prafulla 
Samantara, the prominent leader of Sampurna Kranti movement 
are convenors of this Abhiyan. Despite failing health Rabi Ray 
remains an emblem of clean and patriotic public life. 
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Among numerous tragedies which post-independent 
India has faced, three can be termed as most crucial having not 
merely changed the direction in which the country moved but 
are also largely responsible for the present mess. One, rapid 
erosion of moral values in public life leading to marginalization 
of those with a mission of selfless service to the people and the 
country and bringing to the force those who entered public life 
with the sole aim of career promotion and personal 
aggrandizement. Two, gradual fragmentation and ultimate 
demise of socialist movement. Three, regional, communal and 
casteist forces overshadowing and overtaking the national and 
liberal spirit and as a result posing a serious threat to the stability, 
unity and integrity of the country. 


Rabi Ray, affectionately called “Rabi Da” by his friends and 
admirers, belong to that vanishing tribe who truly believe and 
exemplify the three ‘S’ — selfless service to the people, simplicity 
and socialist principles. My acquaintance with him dates back to 
his entry in Parliament when he was elected in 1967 to the 
fourth Lok Sabha. Because of ideological proximity and personal 
reverence to Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia (a front-ranking youth leader 
of freedom movement; a profound thinker with genuine concern 
for the poor and weak; a leading light of the socialist movement 
with clear agenda for socio-economic change; fearless and brutally 
frank; a distinguished parliamentarian and erudite orator; simple 
lifestyle with impeccable integrity; of steel exterior with humane 
and affectionate heart), all members of his party and | developed 
a kind of emotional chord beside official interaction related to 
my parliamentary duties. As an officer with primary responsibility 
of looking after the functioning of the House and assisting 
members in their parliamentary work, | was privileged to serve 
the highest political institution, watch its working and learn 
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from its members drawn from different walks of society 
representing the people of this country. Rabi Rayji was the leader 
of his Party and hence for me occasions to interact with him 
were frequent and close. 


Right from his student days in forties, Rabi Ray ji was in 
the freedom movement. in early 1947 when he was doing his 
graduation, he courted arrest in connection with the unfurling 
of the national flag — the Tricolour — and the then British 
Government ultimately had to yield to the students’ demand for 
unfurling the Tricolour in educational institutions. It is trite but 
true that his deep commitment to socialist ideology and innate 
leadership qualities put him always in the forefront of the 
socialist movement in the country. 


On 19 December, 1989, he was unanimously chosen as 
the Speaker of Lok Sabha. Felicitating Rabi Ray ji on his 
unanimous election as Speaker, Prime Minister Vishwanath 
Pratap Singh observed: 


“Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is a matter of immense pleasure for 
all of us that you have been unanimously elected to the 
esteemed office of Speaker of this august House and we 
congratulate you on your election. ..... 


Sir, your long experience of public life and high wisdom 
will stand you in good stead in conducting the business of the 
House. Right from your student days, you were inflamed with 
the spirit of freedom and you identified yourself with the 
freedom struggle. Even the iron bars of prison could not deter 
you to deviate from your cherished goal of life. Being an ardent 
believer of socialism and a great socialist thinker, you could not 
confine yourself to merely driving the British rulers out of the 
country, but you also strived for securing justice for the 
oppressed and the exploited sections of the society. Therefore, 
we are led to believe that the faintest voice raised in the House 
espousing the cause of those hapless people of the society, will 
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be promptly and instantly picked up by your ears and it would 
gain strength and support on reaching you. 


Sir, you languished in jail for participating in the 
Movement connected with the national flag. Now we are faced 
with the challenge of upholding the dignity of our national flag. 
We believe that your elevation to this august office will help us 
in facing the challenge.” 


The Leader of the Opposition, Shri Rajiv Gandhi, 
remarked: “Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate you on 
taking over as Speaker of this Ninth Lok Sabha. You come to the 
Chair with a distinguished career, as a Parliamentarian, as a 
freedom fighter. You are well acquainted with the rules and 
traditions of the House, with the ethos of the House. We pledge 
our full cooperation to you and we as the largest party in the 
House will work responsibly with you to strengthen our 
democratic institution....” 


BJP Leader Smt. Vijaya Raje Scindia, CPI(M) Leader Shri 
Somnath Chatterjee, CPI! Leader Shri Indrajit Gupta, AIADMK 
Leader Shri Janarthanan, RSP Leader Shri Nani Bhattachary, 
Forward Block Leader Shri Chitta Basu, National Conference 
Leader, Prof. Saifuddin Soz, All india Muslim League Leader Shri 
Ibrahim Sulaiman Sait, Kerala Congress Leader Shri P.C. Thomas, 
Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and I&B Shri P. Upendra and 
leaders of all other parties in the House recalling his long services 
to the country, also paid glowing tributes to Shri Rabi Rayji and 
assured him their cooperation in conducting the House. 
Extending warm greetings and assuring his fullest cooperation 
Shri Somnath Chatterjee expressed confidence that as custodian 
of the rights and privileges of the House and its members, the 
Speaker would amply safeguard those rights and privileges. Shri 
Indrajit Gupta said, “... You are not only an old freedom fighter 
and an experienced political leader, but you have been all your 
life, | believe, committed to certain socialist principles which 
we would expect you to follow in your conduct of this House 
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also... the poorer, deprived, exploited and oppressed sections 
of our people in this great country find ample opportunity 
through their elected representatives to make their voice heard 
here. ... The composition of this House now is such that it will 
call upon you to show the utmost tact, patience, discretion, all 
of which qualities, ! am sure, you possess in abundance...” 


Responding to the sentiments expressed, as recapitulated 
above, Speaker Rabi Ray thanked them for the signal honour 
done to him by electing him unanimously as Speaker. He assured 
the members that he woutd keep away from all involvement in 
party politics as long as he held that office and uphold the high 
standards laid down by his eminent predecessors. He further 
observed: 


We are the world’s largest democracy and the whole 
world is watching us with keen interest. The recent elections 
have once again proved the inner vitality and strength of our 
democracy and our people’s unflinching faith in democratic 
values. | am sure we shall prove ourselves worthy of the faith 
the electorate has reposed in us. 


We must all remember that this House is the highest 
representative panchayat of the 750 million common people of 
India. As such, it must not only reflect the hopes, urges and 
aspirations of the common people but atso their frustrations 
and sorrows. 


We should never forget that the Lok Sabha is a forum for 
orderly debate. Through speech we must argue and persuade. 
The cut and thrust of debate is the very essence of parliamentary 
proceedings. | have always held the view that the Lok Sabha, as 
the nation’s sentinel, must have the opportunities to discuss all 
the issues that exercise the mind of the people. 


To quote my illustrious predecessor, Shri G.V. Mavalankar: 
“The Legislature are substantially deliberative bodies and 
representative of the people; they consider, discuss or debate 
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the general lines on which they would like the Government of 
the country to run, and they have also authority to make laws 
for the purpose — They are intended in a sense for effecting a 
peaceful and gradual evolution, or if you so like to call it, a 
revolution in the society and in the Government — For real 
democracy, one has, therefore, to look not merely in the 
provisions of the Constitution, or the rules and regulations made 
for the conduct of business in the Legislatures but one has to 
foster a real democratic spirit in those who form the Legislature.” 


Shri Rabi Ray added: “It shall be my endeavour to give 
all parties and individual members opportunities to raise issues 
of vital public importance to the nation in general and to their 
constituents in particular. My only request to you all is that you 
should cooperate with me in conducting the deliberations in an 
orderly manner. 


Parliamentary procedure is not an immutable thing. It is 
a means to a great end. If necessary, we can have a fresh look 
at some of our rules and regulations. Our Rules Committee can 
go into this matter with a view to ensuring speedy, smooth and 
effective transaction of business. 


A beginning has been made in the matter of setting up 
standing Parliamentary Subject Committees to constantly and 
concurrently scrutinize the work of, and examine the legislative 
proposals emanating from, the Departments of Environments 
and Forests, Agriculture and Science and Technology. If the 
experiment proves to be satisfactory and if you all agree, it can 
also be extended to other departments. This innovation will 
make the principle of continuing accountability of the Executive 
to the Lok Sabha a reality.” 


Although Rabi Ray ji had a brief stint as Speaker, less 
than two years, because of the fall of two successive governments 
leading to premature dissolution of Ninth Lok Sabha, he greatly 
enhanced the prestige and dignity of the office of the Speaker. 
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His manifold contribution will always be remembered in 
Parliamentary history. Not infrequently he faced the boisterous 
House highly surcharged and explosive owing to volatile political 
events taking place in quick succession, but his extraordinary 
patience and unique persuasive ways brought the House to order 
to debate according to rules of the House. He allowed members 
to raise matters concerning the poor and deprived even if it 
meant liberal interpretation of rules. Never did he scuttle a 
discussion under the cloak of rules for he held the view that the 
Lok Sabha is the highest Panchayat of the people and the forum 
must be used to mirror the ruges and aspirations of the people 
and with the sole yardstick to decide a matter whether or not 
it would result in the well-being of the people and serve the 
national interest. In the House or in the Business Advisory 
Committee or in his meetings with the Leaders of parties and 
groups, he was always receptive to the suggestions of members 
as would help consensus amongst all the parties. 


In addition to the arduous tasks of chairing the House, 
unpredictable as it was owing to its ‘hung’ composition, Rabi 
Ray was called upon to deal with petitions submitted before 
him under the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution and the 
Members of Lok Sabha (Disqualification on Ground of Defection) 
Rules, 1985, commonly known as anti-defection law. These 
petitions, it may be recalled, were a sequel to the split in the 
Janata Dal which led to the fall of V.P. Singh Government and 
installation of Chandra Sekhar Government with outside support 
of Congress Party. The issues involved were of grave importance 
and the Speaker invested with the unusual power under the 
Constitution was required to decide performing the duty as a 
judge. Adjudication in the petitions was not confined merely to 
recognize a split in the party or to declare whether some members 
had or had not incurred disqualification, but had the potential 
of pushing the already fragile minority Government out of office, 
thereby creating instability and forcing on the country premature 
election. These multi-dimensional politico-legal issues of 
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explosive nature having arisen in Lok Sabha for the first time 
since the enactment of the anti-defection law drew the attention 
of the whole country and people were anxiously awaiting the 
verdict. The Speaker’s task was more onerous for the law was 
not clear and suffered from several lacunae. Rabi Rayji invited 
written submissions of the concerned parties and also heard 
them in person, some of them represented through their 
lawyers. He had long discussions with the officials and held 
consultations with constitutional and legal experts. In the light 
of constitutional provisions and after full consideration of all 
the documents on record and the pleas submitted before him, 
he announced his decision in Lok Sabha on 11 January 1991. It 
is indeed worth mentioning that he withstood pressure of all 
kinds from different quarters. Not surprisingly, it came from a 
quarter requesting to disqualify all although extended outside 
support to the break-away group to form the Government. 
Historic was the decision as was the moment in our parliamentary 
history. By his decision, Speaker Rabi Ray accorded recognition 
to a new political party led by Shri Chandra Shekhar, comprising 
54 members, emerged as a result of a split in the original Janata 
Dal being not less than 1/3 of the members of the original party, 
in terms of para 3 of the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution. 
Holding that split in the original party for a valid recognition had 
to be a one-time affair and could not be a continuous process 
as the later position would be contrary both to the letter and 
intent of the law, enacted with the object of curbing unprincipled 
defection, 8 members including 2 Ministers who joined the break- 
way group on a date subsequent to the first split, were declared 
disqualified for being members of the Lok Sabha. The following 
observations made in his ruling are worth quoting: 


“There is a widely held view including that of common 
man, and a view which | share in many respects, that the existing 
law on defection suffers from several lacunae in regard to 
substantive matters as well as procedures. While there can be 
no two opinions that in a democratic system, freedom of dissent 
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has to be an essential ingredient, it has also to be accepted that 
it should be open and honest. If dissent is honest, it should be 
ventilated and canvassed openly and need not be clandestine 
and secretive. Equally important is that honest dissent involves 
sacrifice and not even remotely motivated with self- 
aggrandizement. The present goings on in the countries are 
indeed deeply disturbing and distressing and if the situation is 
allowed to drift, people will lose their faith in the very system. 
Our country won freedom with enormous sacrifice of millions of 
our people .... Known and unknown ... and foundation of a free 
India was laid with moral values and political ethics preached 
and practiced by the Father of the Nation. And | quote from 
Gandhiji, “If you must dissent, you should take care that your 
opinions voice your inner-most convictions and are not intended 
merely as a convenient party cry”. Those values alone can sustain 
our hard won freedom and lend strength to our goal for an 
egalitarian society, free from any discrimination based on caste, 
creed, sex etc. and equality and wellbeing for all. Without taking 
religion in the usual sense certain moral fabric is essential for 
every society to survive and keep it strong. If our ambitions and 
greed for power overtake the national interest and the interest 
of the people, surely the future is dark. ! do not wish to be a 
prophet of dooms. In fact, | am an incorrigible optimist, and | 
have great faith in our people who have tremendous resilience 
to tide over any kind of gravest crisis and it is the will of our 
people which has always guided us over the ages. | therefore, 
appeal to this Honorable House of which | am an humble servant 
and through this House to all concerned to ponder over the 
situation and address themselves to the main and the only 
question as to how to keep the torch of our long cherished 
values of freedom and dignity shining and take the country on 
its march towards peace, prosperity and happiness. 


At the moment, | am bound by the law as it obtains today 
and ! am trying to interpret it and apply it to the present issues 
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before me to the best of my ability and in the best interest of 
the country.” 


The ruling was widely applauded and earned encomiums 
in the media and from constitutional experts without exception. 
It is a pity that by making a departure from the rationale and 
principles decided and pronounced by Speaker Rabi Ray both in 
Parliament and State Legislatures, the floodgates for unprincipled 
and manipulated defections were opened and the cancerous 
virus continues to eat into the vitals of Indian polity being 
responsible for horse trading and consequent political instability. 
The spectacle of hypocrisy and political immorality is found 
abound when political parties cry hoarse over the defective law 
yet lose no opportunity to take advantage of it as and when 
occasion arises. 


The other notable decision of Speaker Rabi Ray which 
attracted country-wide attention and interest was to admit a 
motion for presenting an address to the President for the removal 
of a Supreme Court Judge (Justice Ramaswamy), a first case of 
its kind since the commencement of the Constitution, in terms 
of its article 124{(4){5) on the ground of alleged misbehavior and 
to appoint a three-member Committee of Judges under the 
Judges (Inquiry), Act to investigate the grounds on which the 
removal of the Judge was sought and to report. Because of 
dissolution of Ninth Lok Sabha, the motion was discussed and 
decided in the Tenth Lok Sabha. 


Yet another important decision which Rabi Rayji took on a 
matter long overdue is worth mentioning here. The General 
Purposes Committee of Lok Sabha under his chairmanship 
unanimously approved his proposal that the portrait of Dr. Ram 
Manohar Lohia be put up in the Central Hall of Parliament House 
as also of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukhaerjee 
along with the galaxy of portraits of Mahatma Gandhi and 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Ballavbhai Patel and other heroes of 
freedom struggle. A monograph of Dr. Lohia containing his select 
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speeches was also brought out and thereafter monographs on 
other eminent parliamentarians were published to continue in 
a series. 


Speaker Rabi Rayji also paid an enduring tribute to several 
thousands of years old democratic ethos of the ancient country 
by opening ‘Parliament Museum and Archives, on 29 December, 
1989 in Parliament House Annexe through which country’s several 
thousand years old history of democracy and democratic 
institutions depicted through photographs, records and accounts 
was made visual and institutional. 


By his unassuming and simple lifestyle and suave 
disposition, Speaker Rabi Rayji carved out for himself a 
distinguished place in the international parliamentary family, 
particularly of Presiding Officers. At Harare Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Conference in 1990, he was elected as President 
of the Common Parliamentary Association. Pursuant to his 
invitation, India hosted Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Conference in 1991. Within the country he was held in high 
esteem as an elder statesman besides being the Lok Sabha 
Speaker. Naturally the State Speakers looked to him always for 
advice whenever they faced a difficult situation. 


Instinctively Rabi Rayji always favours rules, conventions 
and practices which strengthen institutions. Left to himself he 
would choose right advisors and go by right advice. He ‘valued 
the independence of Legislature Secretariat from the influence 
and control of the executive. Soon after becoming Speaker he 
rejected a proposal to induct in the Lok Sabha Secretariat officers 
from government departments and passed orders to select from 
within the Secretariat as found suitable after an appropriate test 
process. Believing, as he strongly does, public office as a trust 
of the people and is meant to serve the people and not to 
promote self. He despises squander of public money. It is indeed 
worth recalling how he straightaway refused to use Mercedes 
car which was brought back soon after he relinquished the office 
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of the Speaker. In contrast to his successors, during his tenure, 
Speaker’s official lunches and dinners were invariably hosted in 
Parliament House Annexe’s Banquet Hall in preference to Hotel 
Ashok and other Five-Stars. 


Austerity to Rabi Ray like his mentor Dr. Lohia is an article 
of faith and not a policy for outward show or public exhibition. 
Simplicity and frugality are, therefore, part of his usual lifestyle 
and not borrowed humbug. Not that he cannot afford or luxuries 
are beyond his reach. Whereas neo-politicians have fleets of 
cars and enjoy all kinds of luxuries, even unabashedly indulging 
in extravaganza, mostly at other’s cost or out of ill-gotten wealth, 
he having been in politics for so long a period and having held 
the office of a Union Minister and the Lok Sabha Speaker, still 
does not own a car and travels in Parliament’s coaches and other 
public transport. His distaste, rather contempt for the messy 
power politics often expressed in private became public when 
he decided not to contest for Eleventh Lok Sabha and also 
rejected nominated offices like Governor etc. which are 
ornamental yet attractive and much sought after by deserving as 
well as non-deserving. This decision taken by him after 
considerable thought and not as a cloak open to review surely 
saddened me and all his friends and admirers as it might be a 
relief to him and his family but a loss to Parliament and country’s 
politics which is getting impoverished rapidly losing people of 
commitment and integrity. However, it is good that he has not 
become a recluse and still engages himself in different 
movements of public awareness and education. Being 
incorrigible optimist, he believes and perhaps aptly that this 
country has a future. And what future is in store only the 
Unknown knows, if we believe in one. No other alternative 
either, for it is the HOPE which flows eternatly in human breast. 


=) 
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D.P. Pattanayak 


| was familiar with Rabi Ray’s name before | came to 
college. Rabi Ray’s uncle Krishna Ray was a friend of my father. 
My father was a true Gandhian. He left Ravenshaw college when 
Gandhi gave a call to young men and women to leave schools 
and colleges to join the freedom movement. He was also one 
of the few congressmen to leave Congress when Gandhi in his 
last testament called to break Congress and form a new political 
organization. When my father was extended from the state by 
the King for working with Gandhi, his brothers burnt down his 
correspondence with Gandhi and all Congress related paper. My 
father had friends all over the state and there was no wonder 
that he had a Gandhian as friend in Puri. | spent my childhood 
at Berhampur as my father was externed from the state. 


After studying 4 years in the high schools of Dhenkanal 
and Athagarh, | came to Cuttack and took admission at the Utkal 
Christian College in 1947 where my father’s friend Sri Lalmohan 
Pattanayak, the speaker of the Odisha Assembly was my local 
guardian. By that time Rabi Ray was well known as a student 
leader. in my young days, most serious young men started with 
Marx. But very soon they realized that Marxism which was a 
product of a western mind working in a western library was 
inadequate for India. There was no search for an alternative as 
few years later Euro-Communism was initiated. For most, Gandhi 
was beacon light but not Jawaharlal. There was a search for 
socialist alternatives and Jayaprakash was at the forefront of the 
search. Ram Manohar Lohia, whom Gandhi appointed as the 
foreign secretary of the Congress was a close associate of 
Jayaprakash. Rabi Ray was radical in thought and having grass- 
root connections was equally radical in action. Naturally, he 
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attracted most serious young people. He ran a study circle 
regularly which was the training ground for all left oriented 
nationalist young people. They could not accept the leftism of 
the communists who were relying on the Soviets. For the same 
reason, later, the Chinese dependent faction was also rejected 
by them. Those young people who worked for the Gadjat 
movement (against rulers of the feudatory states) and worked 
with Sarangadhar Das, Pabitra Pradhan, Baishnab Patnaik, Braja 
Dhal and the like slowly drifted and joined the young socialists. 
At that time Surendranath Dwibedi of the 1942 fame, Bankabihari 
Das, Biswanath Pandit were builders of the Odisha Socialist Party. 
It is no wonder that Rabi Ray who had become close to Lohia and 
worked equally intimately with Dwibedi was very much a sought 
after leader of the youth. 


| had some unique opportunities. | had been associated 
with all revolutions initiated by Jayaprakash. Because of Rabi 
Ray, | came closer to Lohia. | had written an article “English in 
India” and sent a copy to him. He sent me a telegram, ‘Has it 
been published anywhere? | am putting it in Mankind. It which 
was the leading article in the last volume of Mankind he edited 
before his death. By that time, Rabi Ray had become a national 
leader. It is partly because of him and partly because of Surendra 
Dwibedi and Bankabihari Das, | became a member of the State 
Executive of the Socialist Party. 


Rabi Ray was our leader, our teacher and our friend, 
philosopher and guide. Besides politics, we did many things 
together. Once we decided to go to Konarka on the Magha 
Saptami night. Myself, Rajendra, Nari bhai and Gobind started 
on bycycle. We first went to Bhanaragarh, Rabi Ray’s village. 
Then we went to Nimapara, where his elder brother was the 
Headmaster. After resting a little while, we left for Gunei, the 
last village before Konark sands began. Nari Bhai worked with 
a family where we left our bicycles and started walking. It was 
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late evening when we reached Konark. The sand around the 
temple was covered by thousands of people. There was no space 
anywhere. Very slowly we proceeded towards the Konark horse. 
We decided to spend the night under its belly and the space 
around it. Then we realized that we did not have warm clothes. 
I had a prince coat and Rabi Ray had a Kantia chadar. We decided 
to share the two, one hour each and spent the whole night until 
we saw the sunrise the next morning. 


We have come to Rabi Ray’s house on many occasions. 
He has come to our house several times. Rajendra, Jatibhai, 
Sarat Haza, Bhanuda also visited our home. Thus there was an 
extended family relation among us friends. Rabi Ray had a 
tremendous memory. Once he met somebody, he remembered 
the seven generation of the person. This endeared him to 
everybody. None of us would match him in this quality. 


Rabi Ray was a simple and straight forward soul. He had 
gone to see Kulamani Mohapatra, when he was a student of 
Lucknow University. Kulamani gave him a list of names and of 
places which they would visit. The last name on the list was 
chowk. The next day they were going to the dining hall, one of 
the Professors asked him, “Rabi have you seen some of the 
important places in Lucknow? Innocently Rabi replied, yes. Only 
one place remains that is chowk”. The professor was shocked. 
He asked “who wanted you to go there? That is the Red Light 
Area of Lucknow”. Rabi Ray looked right and left for Kulamani. 
He had vanished. 


When | went to Delhi, | used to stay with Rabi Ray. His 
house was an open house for socialists of the country. Once | 
arrived, late in the evening. There was not an inch of space. | 
slept underneath Rabi Ray’s cot. | saw many of the events of 
national importance from close quarters. | was there when Prime 
Minister Chandrasekhar had come to request Rabi Ray to join his 
cabinet as a minister. 
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Now | am getting old. Memory is failing. Still my 
relationship with Rabi Ray is so intimate that |! live with it every 
moment and draw sustenance from it. 


Rabi Ray’s intellectual caliber, affectionate qualities and 
his political field work held together people from diverse 
background. The other magnate for me is his devoted, loving 
and most accomplished wife Dr Saraswati Swain, who provided 
the best political support to Rabi Ray by converting friends and 
acquaintances into members of an extended family. Dr Swain, 
who was professionally excellent, has a golden heart. Those like 
me who came in close contact with the family, think ourselves 
extremely fortunate. 
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The Hon’ble Speaker : 
The Courage of Conviction 


Hrushikesh Panda 


In 1989 | came to Delhi on central deputation. My mother 
was in the government hospital, Bhubaneswar, recuperating from 
a major surgery. | had other problems. When the Government of 
Odisha sent my name for this deputation, they had not asked for 
my option. | left Bhubaneswar after saying good bye to my 
mother in the hospital. Life in Delhi was harsh. | did not (and 
still do not) own a vehicle. When | had been posted in Odisha 
secretariat for some time, | used to come to office on a bicycle. 
But Delhi was polluted. Cycling was (and is) impossible. Bus 
drivers were rude. They did not stop where | had to get down; 
they rolled. i! could come to office by DTC bus because it started 
from a place close to where | lived. But return by overcrowded 
bus was impossible. | had to walk in the evening which would 
have been a pleasant experience even in Bhubaneswar at that 
time. But in Delhi, the heat in summer, the cold in winter, and 
the pollution and the noise throughout the year gave me severe 
headache, ruined my sleep and health. 


In the Ministry of Textiles, where | was posted, | was 
allotted two charges: exports and silk. People thought that these 
were coveted postings. Some people thought that | had some 
pull! The then Secretary, Textiles, Shri R L Mishra once told me: 
“When | selected you for this post, | had requests from many 
people including my Joint Secretaries for others. | do not look 
at recommendations. | checked your profite from my friends and 
chose you for your integrity and efficiency.” This was like a 
comment |! have heard from many ordinary citizens, but only 
from rare seniors in service, and only once from a political person. 
This political person was Shri Kartikeswar Patra, former MP. | had 
worked with him when he was Chairman of Odisha Agro 
Industries Corporation (OAIC), and | was MD. He had asked for 
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my posting as MD of OAIC when it was sinking with an annual 
loss which exceeded the turnover. During our tenure, he sacrificed 
a few things, | sacrificed a little (I did not take salary though | 
needed money badly, until there was enough cash profit to pay 
salary to all employees). In the Ministry of Textiles, | had an 
excellent boss in Shri P Shankar, Joint Secretary, who went on 
to become the first Central Vigilance Commissioner after it 
became a statutory position. His knowledge of textiles was as 
great as his integrity. That was the time when he went for 
multilateral negotiations on textile export known as MFA almost 
every week. So | had to firm up views, often all on my own, (in 
the absence of Mr Shankar) on a number of complex technical 
matters involving internecine rivalry about import-export within 
textile sector: cotton, cotton yarn, silk yarn, polyester fibre, PFY 
and PF spun yarn, handloom and powerloom and mills, virgin 
wool and shoddy wool, and so on. Those were the days of 
license raj and | had to attend the licensing committees and 
defend my views sometimes on the same day a proposal came. 
Some top corporate houses of today were small players in textiles 
sector those days and used the license regime to grow and it is 
not surprising that in the Committees, sometimes | was asked 
to change my views. | declined and this surprised, at least in the 
beginning, other senior members. While the importance in office 
was a matter of some satisfaction, outside the office, my life 
was one of utter hardship. 


A year later, | received an official communication from 
Department of Personne! and Training that | had been posted as 
Secretary to Shri Rabi Ray, Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha. | had 
little idea about him except that he was a very honest politician. 
So far | had never objected to any posting nor asked for any 
posting; but | was a little weary this time as | had an onerous 
experience of working with political executives. | also had two 
serious handicaps as an officer. | was an extremely angry man; 
but my anger was not about personal matters. It was about 
public space like dishonesty and corruption, exploitation, or 
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violence against poor, children and women. Second, if | believed 
that an injustice has been done, | pursued it as far as | could and 
was also emotionally affected by injustice. (Today | have given 
up anger and remain detached from my karma after | am done 
with it.) | requested Mr Shankar that t would like to work in the 
Ministry, since my experience with political executives had been 
indifferent. During my farewell he said that he and the Secretary 
had tried to retain me. They were told that if | had been posted 
with a Cabinet Minister, the Minister could have been requested 
to change his mind. But, the Hon’ble Speaker had asked for my 
posting in writing and no one could approach him to change his 
mind. | relinquished and joined as Secretary to Speaker, Lok 
Sabha the same day. 


| met Mr. Rabi Ray in his residence and gave my joining 
report. His wife Dr Saraswati Swain was also present. | was 
struck with his simple and honest personality. He spoke and 
behaved from his heart. It wil! be a long time before | met 
another such personality. He was polite and did not treat me as 
a subordinate. But | wondered why he had chosen me without 
knowing me. 


They asked me how | had come. | said that | had come in 
an auto because | did not know the bus number to their residence. 
They were surprised that | do not own a car. 


They asked me what | had eaten. Both of them were 
affectionate, so affectionate that | was surprised. My first 
question was: “Sir, why did you select me? | have never met you 
before.” In course of the following days, | was told that they 
went through the list of all officers of Deputy Secretary / Director 
level working in Govt. of India and chose me for my integrity 
and commitment for the poor and the disadvantaged. 


There were also some issues about how the Secretary 
General of Lok Sabha got the files approved by Mr Rabi Ray 
through misrepresentation. | wondered how a learned and 
experienced person like him could have signed the files without 
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reading them. | discovered the answer the next day. Next day, 
Mr Rabi Ray sent his official car with red beacon to my residence 
to pick me up. This surprised me. | went to his residence. There 
were two office rooms. One was of the Hon’ble Speaker. The 
other was occupied by his PS, PA and other staff, and visitors. 
There was no place for me. | went with him in his car to the 
Parliament. He insisted that I sit with him in the back seat and 
not in the front seat. In the Parliament, | went to his office. Then 
| went to the office where his staff sat. This was crowded by the 
personal staff of the Speaker and there was no place for me. 
One of them said that no Lok Sabha file comes to them. The 
Secretary General of Lok Sabha brings files to the HS in his 
chamber and gets them cleared. | learnt that the Speaker of Lok 
Sabha was always referred to as Hon'ble Speaker or HS in files. 
I went back to the office of Mr Rabi Ray. The watchman was 
thinking of stopping me, but did not. | went in. The Secretary of 
Lok Sabha had brought some files and was pushing them for his 
signature. That is when he said : “Leave the files here!” That was 
all. The Secretary General left. Later | went through the files in 
the residential office of HS. 


One such file related to a low-paid employee in which 
punishment of dismissal had been ordered by the Secretary 
General for some misconduct. The High Court had held that the 
punishment was not commensurate with the offence and set 
aside the Order. Mr Rabi Ray knew about the case. The Secretary 
General wanted to get this file cleared by HS, saying that they 
would go by the order of the High Court. When | saw the file, 
it was about approval for going on appeal to Supreme Court. 
This was a serious breach of trust. 


The Zero Hour in Lok Sabha was generally disturbed 
because Hon’ble Members had many problems to raise and there 
was competition. The issues which were raised were many. Once 
we discussed this problem. He asked me: “What is the solution 
and why should every local issue be brought to the Parliament 
and everybody’s time wasted?” | said that this is a big country 
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and the problems are many and many issues are bound to be 
raised; the House cannot prevent these issues to be brought up 
though some of them are extremely local and it has been argued 
that those issues should not come to the Parliament. | suggested 
that like in all other Motions, the Hon’ble Members can be 
asked to give their intention to raise some issue in Zero Hour by 
5:00 PM of the previous day and in case of urgent matter by 
10:00 AM on the same day. These were listed out in serial order 
and same time was given to each Member. Discussion on the 
issue was not allowed; only the Hon’ble Member raised this 
issue. This made Zero Hour disciplined and fruitful and was to 
the satisfaction of everybody. 


The Service Rules for Lok Sabha Secretariat of employees 
had some flaws. One flaw was that the nature of recruitment 
was not competitive enough. All the powers rested solely with 
the Secretary General. In view of different streams of recruitment 
and cadres, people from one cadre got promotion and others 
were left out. These Rules were amended and eventually a new 
regime of competitive recruitment of staff was established. The 
absolute powers of Secretary General were curtailed. Only then, 
Mr Rabi Ray found that in a clear case of perverse use of power, 
in a file relating to disqualification under the Tenth Schedule of 
the Constitution, the Secretary General had disposed off the file 
noting “This was discussed with HS” although this was purported 
to be a judicial order under the seal and signature of the Speaker. 
This had happened earlier, before Mr Rabi Ray became the 
Speaker. 


Inherently Mr. Rabi Ray was a gentleman, polite and 
affectionate. He lived a very simple life. Managing the Parliament 
needed a firmness which normally an outsider would not expect 
from a gentleman like him. His main strength in managing the 
House was that he knew every Member by his or her name, 
constituency and often the Member’s family background. When 
he met someone, he asked his or her name, address and family 
background and would recall this many years later. It is because 
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of this strength that he had the record of running Lok Sabha with 
such discipline. It is also to be seen that the party which formed 
the Government had a small number of MPs supported from 
outside by two political parties with radically opposite principles. 
The opposition Party had the largest number of members. 
Against this background the efficiency of Mr Rabi Ray has to be 
appreciated. | began to see the files relating to many Rulings 
and that helped me in learning a lot about the procedures and 
precedence of the Parliament. Practice and Procedure of 
Parliament, the authoritative text on the subject, edited by Mr 
M. N. Kaul and Mr S.L. Shakdher was revised during his tenure 
and that gave me an opportunity of learning a lot. All this helped 
me to advise on many key issues. This experience has also 
helped me a lot in handling legislative and Constitutional matters 
throughout my career, and once when | was unjustly persecuted 
by one Speaker of a Legisiature. 


A major event during this period was when Shri V.P. Singh 
resigned from Prime Ministership and Mr Chandra Shekhar 
became the Prime Minister with outside support from Congress. 
This had happened by splitting of Janta Dal. Under the Tenth 
Schedule of the Constitution this matter became a Constitutional 
issue as to whether this split amounted to disqualification of 
some Members or not. Mr V.P. Singh had written to the Hon'ble 
Speaker that he had expetled some Members from the Party. 
But Mr. Chandra Shekhar claimed that it was a split involving 
more than 1/3'" Members and therefore does not invite 
disqualification. Both Mr Singh and Mr. Chandra Shekhar were 
good friends of Mr Rabi Ray and they belonged to the same 
political party. The matter was covered under paragraph 3 of the 
Tenth Schedule of the Constitution. Since then Paragraph 3 has 
been omitted by the Constitution (Ninety first Amendment) 
Act, 2003. However, the important provision of this law was that 
at least one-third members of a Party should have left the 
political party to which they belonged at the time of election. 
In case of Lok Sabha, the decision of the Speaker was final on 
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the question of disqualification in such and other cases. Here, 
Speaker has to work as a judge. The Congress Party had two 
views on this. Some of them wanted that Speaker should declare 
the split as defection amounting to disqualification so that the 
Government falls. Another group wanted that the Speaker should 
not take any decision and should send to the concerned 
Committee of Lok Sabha for a decision. This will enable the 
Congress to withdraw support as and when they chose. 


Mr Rabi Ray and Mr Chandra Shekhar were close political 
allies right from their student days. One day, the Law Minister 
in the Cabinet met Mr Ray and requested him to defer his 
decision and threatened that in case Mr Ray insisted on passing 
any order, he will get the Speaker arrested. Mr Ray asked the 
Law Minister to leave his Chamber. The same day the Prime 
Minister begged for apology over telephone. Mr Ray said: “You 
will send him on the one hand and then on the other you will 
beg for apology. What is this fun?” 


The Prime Minister said: “Everyone knows that this man 
has no control over himself. He does not know what he says.” 


Mr. Ray rose over his conflicting personal compulsions and 
delivered an impartial judgement which identified the Members 
who had defected separately from the Members who actually 
had constituted a division of the party with at least 1/3“ 
Members. In the order passed by the Hon'ble Speaker he had 
disqualified eight Members of the Parliament and many of them 
were his close political associates from his young days. This 
Ruling went to the Highest Court of the land and was upheld. 
The principles laid down in this Order are still held as 
unchatlenged precedents in matter of disqualification. One such 
principle, which has stood the test of law, is that split has to be 
a one-time affair, and cannot be spread over time. This principle 
remains valid even though Paragraph 3 of Tenth Schedule does 
not exist anymore. 
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Mr. Rabi Ray did not pursue the issue of threat by the Law 
Minister. Later the news came out as headline in The Hindustan 
Times. The leader of Congress Party rang up Mr Ray and said: 
“Sir, you may have forgiven him but we will not.” As per the 
decision of the Business Advisory Committee, the Lok Sabha 
was summoned and the Law Minister apologized in the House. 


One of the historical decisions which had been taken by 
the Speaker was admission of an impeachment motion against 
a sitting Judge of the Supreme Court. A petition had been filed 
before him with the required number of Members of Lok Sabha. 
The allegations had been based on the reports of the CAG. 
While there was considerable pressure on Mr Ray to defer a 
decision on this, he decided to go ahead and examine the matter. 
A number of Members of the largest political party met Mr Ray 
and asked him not to accept this impeachment motion and keep 
it pending. Earlier some Members from the same Party had also 
threatened to bring no-confidence Motion against the Speaker 
if he admitted the Motion. Just as he had listened to his 
conscience and the law of the land on every occasion as Speaker, 
he decided to constitute a Committee of Judges and Jurists as 
required under the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968. In fact when the 
announcement of the Committee was made on the last day of 
the session, there was stern silence and a few Members tried 
to disrupt the proceedings. If the House had been disrupted and 
the Ruling of the Speaker had not been announced, then the 
Ruling may not have stood the test of law. But it was because 
of the respect that most of the Members had for the Speaker 
that he read out the full Order. Then the House was adjourned. 


Soon thereafter the Lok Sabha was dissolved because 
Congress Party withdrew support from the Government of Shri 
Chandra Shekhar. The stand of Mr Rabi Ray was vindicated by the 
decision of the Hon'ble Members of the Inquiry Committee. It 
is a different matter that the proposed impeachment did not get 
support of the 2/3" Members of Parliament later. 
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Mr. Rabi Ray had read out his order regarding 
disqualification of Members after Mr Chandra Shekhar became 
the Prime Minister, which must have hurt his friends. Before 
and after him many Orders relating to disqualification and other 
matters have been passed but rarely has the Hon'ble Speaker 
read the Order aloud. Mr Rabi Ray read out the Orders because 
under Paragraph 6 of Tenth Schedule a decision by the Speaker 
amounts to a proceeding of the Parliament under Art.122. For 
the same reason he read out the Order regarding impeachment 
of a Judge in the House. This was not just a matter of 
Constitutional propriety. As he said : “If | have passed an order, 
| must have the courage of conviction to read it out in the Lok 
Sabha.” 


Only once he was angry with me and for ten minutes. But 
that had shocked me. He had his personal staff who were there 
before | joined him. When | went with him abroad, it was 
generally with a Committee. The Secretaries of Lok Sabha and 
Rajya Sabha who accompanies these Committees passed on their 
responsibilities to me and | had to do a lot of running around. 
I also had to give support on information and wrote some draft 
speeches. From then, he insisted that | accompany him. | had 
accompanied him on four visits when his other personal staff 
requested me to request Mr Rabi Ray to take them in turn on 
his foreign visits. They had worked with Mr Ray for six months 
before | joined him. The same day we were going to Parliament 
in his car with his PS. | told him that in the next visit abroad he 
may like to take his other personal staff. As soon as we reached 
his Office, he called me to his room. He said : “How can you say 
such a stupid thing? And why did you have to say it before 
them?” 


| answered: “They said that they are very close to you.” 


| was shocked to see his anger. He asked me to have tea. 
He asked that no one should come including Hon’ble MPs for 
the next five minutes. Then 1 said that | was sorry. He said : 
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“What will they do? Do they understand anything? How will 
they help me?” That was the end of his anger. 


Before | end this summary narrative of my experience 
of working with a simple and courageous man, I will mention an 
episode in Kenya about his affection. | had gone with Mr Rabi 
Ray to Zimbabwe when he was the President of Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association. On the way back we had stayed at 
Nairobi for a day. The Indian Ambassador had hosted lunch for 
Mr Rabi Ray. | was not invited. | was surprised, but was not 
offended. | could afford the buffet lunch with the Daily 
Allowance. Nairobi was not an expensive place. Then Mr Rabi 
Ray came to my room in the Hotel followed by the Ambassador 
to take me for lunch. This was an honour from a Statesman who 
understood honour. 


Mr Ray was elected to the next Lok Sabha. ! returned to 
the Ministry of Textiles. He and Dr. Saraswati Swain continued to 
have the same affection for me as they had when | was working 
with Mr Ray. He had no ego problem in becoming a member of 
the Parliamentary Committee investigating the securities scam 
which involved many public sector banks, brokers (among them 
late Harshad Mehta was more known) and others. This was a 
complex subject because (a) financial markets were an elitist 
limited domain and knowledge about its working among pro- 
poor politicians and officials was limited (b) some of this scam 
was related to liberalisation forced by current account deficit 
and balance of payment crises and knowledge on this was 
limited (c) many financial institutions who could provide frank 
and honest inputs were involved and they were not forthcoming. 
! tried to delve into this conundrum and discussed this with Mr 
Ray. Mr Ray prepared a detailed questionnaire and gave it to the 
Committee. When the Committee circulated the questionnaire, 
it was reproduced verbatim in newspapers. Except one addition, 
this questionnaire was what Mr Rabi Ray had prepared. 
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When he was M.P. | returned to Odisha after end of my 
tenure. After his term was over, he became an activist. His 
primary concerns were extractive industries, mines and 
institution, as opposed to inclusive. This has always been my 
concern. | met him only a few times; but he always had kind 
words for me behind me. His Party broke into several Parties. 
The values of his former friends and Party were changing. 
Gradually he withdrew from forma! political activity. On the few 
occasions when | met him, he did not have any bad feelings for 
being out of power. When | was working with him, and he 
narrated about his political career, his favourite statement was 
: “| do not belong to that caste (jati) of politicians who have to 
be Ministers all the time.” He is a genuine gentleman and 
affectionate human being who demonstrated great courage in 
the most fragile phase of indian democracy. And his favourite 
phrase was ‘courage of conviction. 


| salute him again. He is a Statesman in a world dominated 
by politicians. 
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Shri Rabi Ray was administered the oath of office as the 
seventh Health Minister of India by the Hon'ble President Shri 
Neelam Sanjiva Reddy on January 25, 1979. That was the first 
ministerial position for the veteran parliamentarian. This 
socialist, man of the soil took up the challenge from the word 
‘go’ to improve upon the health delivery system so that it could 
be accessible by every citizen of this country. Although he was 
in the office for a very short period (just short of one year), his 
path breaking initiatives left behind a lasting impact on the 
Health system of the country. For all these he is still being 
remembered by the people, Health Scientists and Administrators 
of this country. 


Being a spectator from a very close quarter, | would like 
to share some of his initiatives, from which one can ascertain his 
vision as a Health Minister. 


Shri Ray is a strong believer in preventive health aspect 
of the system. His association of forty years with the people of 
villages all across the country raised his concern about this aspect 
and kept it at the same mantle as curative health. Hence, one 
of the first tasks he undertook after assuming office was to call 
for a meeting of Community Health experts of the country to 
guide the ministry in the right direction. It was attended by the 
Professors of Community Medicine from all the Medical Colleges 
of the country (perhaps 314 in number), had an extensive 
discussion and took their guidance to improve the health of the 
common man. The emphasis was more on prevention of diseases, 
providing basic health care services with emerging research since 
that is what would provide new path breaking medical cure and 
care. 


He was extremely impressed by the health delivery 
system in United Kingdom for its citizen centric approach. All his 
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efforts during his tenure were to install such a system for our 
people. 


His trust for both ‘Traditional’ (which he always calls 
modern) and ‘Western’ system of medicine was not bounded by 
any dogma. He did not neglect western system but tried to 
develop Indian system to suit our own country. He thought of 
adapting some methods to suit our own country. Hence, he 
wanted to acquire best of all systems which would be beneficial 
to the people, especially the poor. He travelled far and wide 
both inside and outside the country to learn from the health 
services being provided to the people. His concentration was to 
see how the basic health services can be provided at doorstep. 


Recommendation of Medical Education Programme: 


On the very onset he knew, if we do not bring changes 
in Medical Education approaches, we could not achieve our 
objectives in delivering health services at people’s doorstep. 
The Medical education system till then was following the age 
old western oriented British pattern. It was mostly urban based 
catering to hardly 15-20% of population where as the major 
chunk living in rural areas went unattended. At his initiative, 
every Medical College of the country took up the mission of 
adopting three PHCs (Primary Health Centres) each to orient 
doctors and medical students in the site specific disease pattern 
of our country. The House Surgeons coming out of each medical 
college were also required to stay in the PHC to get themselves 
acquainted with existing health situation and were required to 
treat cases and undertake patient care services, which were 
need based. Emphasis was on prevention of disease without 
ignoring care and curative aspects. 


Barefoot Doctors: 


This was one of his people-centric initiatives. The 
“Barefoot doctors” (programme to provide health and medical 
care at door step) is a concept originally tried and tested in 
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China. Shri Ray thought of implementing such approach for 
fulfilling the needs of common man. In this programme, young 
enthusiastic village level youths, oriented and committed to be 
helpful to the loca! population were recruited. These youths 
having leadership qualities and basic qualification, were given 
a basic training for three months on basic medical care services. 
They were provided with a medicine kit, which was replenished 
as and when required. The trained village level workers were 
returned back to their respective villages to serve their 
community with free medicine. Simultaneously the referral 
system was streamlined. 


Hospital on Wheels: 


As a strong advocate of people-centric health services, 
he nationally introduced a concept of fully equipped Mobile 
Hospitals. These hospitals on wheels (having a minor operation 
theatre, refrigerator to keep vaccines and bed to treat patients) 
used to travel to distant places where health care was a distant 
dream. To start with, he provided each medical college of the 
country with three such Mobile Hospitals to provide medical 
service in their respective catchment rural, hard to reach areas. 
The services provided by Hospital on Wheels included clinical 
service, minor operation, delivery services, immunization etc. 
Objective was to make sure of availability of quality health care 
at door step of citizens of this country. And this was highly 
appreciated by the people who were deprived of such health 
care. Likewise Mobile Boat services as ambulance were 
introduced to attend people in distant water logged and cutoff 
areas. 


Medical Research: 


As a visionary, he was pretty aware of the importance of 
path breaking researches in improving the quality health care 
services at the village level. So he encouraged need based 
“research” without which, health services would not improve 
and would be outdated. He insisted on developing research and 
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initiated action for establishing four Regional Medical Research 
Centres under the aegis of indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) in the country. One such Centre is now functioning in 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha. The mandate for this Centre was to 
conduct research on Malaria and Filaria which are some of the 
most dreaded diseases in Odisha. 


Indian System of Medicine: 


The socialist and lover of downtrodden in Shri Ray saw 
the opportunity in practicing Indian System of Medicine like 
Ayurveda, Unani and Sidha systems for wide and cost effective 
medical care. He thought these systems along with Homeopathy 
are as important for Indian health system as Allopathic system. 
If we undertake research and documentation of these traditional 
systems in a scientific way, we can provide cost effective and 
wider health care to the people. This thought process of his laid 
the foundation of to today’s AYUSH initiative of our Government. 
To propagate and popularize the Indian Systems he initiated the 
establishment of Centres for research on such system in various 
parts of the country. As far as the information of this author goes 
besides other states, such an ayurvedic research centre was 
established and currently working in Bhubaneswar and a central 
unani medical research centre was established and is in 
operation in Bhadrak, Odisha. This shows his love and 
commitment towards Indian Systems of Medicine. Shree Ray 
was also responsible for developing ophthalmic department in 
medical college at Berhampur and also Leprosy treatment centre 
in Aska, leprosy being considered a dreaded disease during those 
days. 


Cancer Care: 


Shri Rabi Ray was probably the first Health Minister of 
India who saw the need of quality cancer care in the country. So 
he started an initiative in developing and strengthening existing 
cancer care facilities in different medical colleges to make them 
autonomous centers with adequate technical and financial 
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assistances. In the process, the department of Cancer Care of 
SCB Medical College was converted into a full-fledged 
autonomous Centre. This is now one of the Premier Cancer Care 
Centres of eastern india. Like this, Cancer Care facility at 
NIMHANS in Bangalore was developed apart from few others, 
whose names and locations are currently not coming to my mind. 


DFID Programme: 


With his vision and zeal, his requirement for finance was 
beyond the budgetary allocation of the government. But the 
need of people was more demanding. In order to see his dreams 
being fulfilled, Shri Ray decided to approach the British 
Government to assist indian health care to improve itself. The 
conviction in Shri Ray helped him to convince the then 
Government of UK to assist our country in developing its health 
and medical care. Such British help on the matter came through 
ODA (Overseas Development Assistance) programme to 
strengthen our health Care system. This programme played as a 
game changer in the following decades in turning around our 
ailing health care system. Later, this programme was rechristened 
as DFID Programme. Till now it is the largest country to country 
cooperation in health care in India in terms of duration, finance 
and managerial inputs. 


Though his tenure as health minister was very short, Sri 
Ray’s contribution during that period is still helping us in 
improving our health system. That shows his statesmanship and 
vision for the people for whom he has dedicated his whole life. 


May god give him a healthy and long life. This is not my 
wish only, it is the wish of crores of country men who know him 
or have been benefited by his acts as a public figure. 


0 
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Rabi Ray: A Socialist with a Vision 
and Compassion 
K.K. Panda 


At a time when almost all political parties are moving 
slowly but surely towards a climate of political uncertainty and 
an unethical interaction between ruling elites and their external 
counter parts are bent on creating a new correlation between 
economic power and political process, and above all, our 
understandings and approaches to national issues are slowly 
getting coloured by chauvinistic, caste and communal moorings, 
and Parliament of India fails operate what Dr.Rammanonhar Lohia, 
one of the most enigmatic socialist thinkers and theoreticians of 
modern India considered as the “most sensitive mirror that man’s 
dexterity has yet devised to people’s wrongs and sorrows”, there 
is indeed need to remember the mood, method and message of 
a lovable and multi-dimensional personality like Rabi Ray, the 
former Speaker of Lok Sabha, a socialist with an inclusive vision 
and an everlasting compassion.He is not simply a fiery socialist 
thinker and political leader of transparent honesty and integrity, 
he is.also an ardent humanist and dedicated parliamentarian 
and idealist, always wedded to the ideals of democracy, 
secularism, socialism and humanism. Over six decades of our 
national existence and planning process notwithstanding, the 
gaps between our social, political and economic structures seem 
to be rapidly increasing. Neither our media, irrespective of the 
ideological streams they represent, nor the social scientists, 
academic community, and political activists have been 
meaningfully sensitive towards economic, political, and social 
structural issues. | do not remember to have witnessed any 
serious parliamentary debate regarding basic issues either by 
the leftists or by the rightists both inside and outside the 
Parliament during the contemporary phase of our political life. 
Our Parliament, | often feel, has so far failed to evolve a political 
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culture to create a simple, basic, and meaningful living nation 
and a productive political process. in fact, the future of any 
parliamentary democracy to a great extent,depends on the 
growth of its parliamentary institution as an institution to 
develop its psychological parameters in the comity of nations. 


Mahatma Gandhi had once commented, “Parliament is 
indeed barren. | do not imagine that its nature would change in 
India. | live; however, in the hope that our Parliament will only 
remain barren and may not give birth to a wicked son. | am 
suggesting many ways to ensure that the voice of the Parliament 
is really the voice of the people and not that of the hired voters.” 
The Parliamentarians have to imbibe a universal integrated 
outlook, a composite personality, actuated by the higher values 
of life. 


Rabi Ray‘’s humanism combined with a modern and 
scientific outlook and objectivity made him the most sought 
after parliamentarian and the most popular Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha. His utter sincerity and simplicity, and his identification 
with the lowest of the low persons had always impressed 
everyone who ever has come into contact with him at every 
stage of his public dealing. There is indeed need to remember 
the mood, method and message of this lovable and multi- 
dimensional personality actuated by the higher values of life. 


During the late 1960s, | had the privilege to discover Rabi 
Ray, then an honourable Member of Parliament, as Rabi Bhai, a 
sweet, charming, unassuming individual, and a dynamic 
parliamentarian in his Atul Grove Road residence which was 
then the nerve centre of socialist theoreticians and activists 
where as a young teacher of University of Delhi | had the 
opportunity to meet and interact with the leading socialists 
activists of the day. Subsequently as the director of the Institute 
of Constitutional and Parliamentary Studies, and director of the 
Parliament when he was the Speaker of Lok Sabha, | had the 
opportunity to know him from a very close quarter not only as 
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an ideal human being but also as an institution builder of 
transparent honesty and integrity being wedded always to ideals 
of democratic socialism and humanism. As a Speaker of Lok 
Sabha he will always be remembered and idolized for rebuilding 
and re-vitalizing Parliament as an instrument to remove structural 
imbalances by the creation and empowerment of historic 
institutions such as the Standing Committee of Agriculture, 
Committee on Environment and Forests, and Committee on 
Science and Technology. During hours and hours of interactions 
with him in the Speaker's residence, 20 Akbar Road, New Delhi, 
on national and international issues, | had the opportunity to 
discover him slowly as an internationally acknowledged political 
leader with vision, and also as a political reformer and 
theoretician with a human face. He is one of the rarest human 
beings | have ever come across during my more than four decades 
of active social, political, academic and administrative life who 
taught me that to remain ever young and meaningful is to have 
hope, passion, vision and freedom and a strong belief in oneself. 


As a popular parliamentarian, in Rajya Sabha and Lok 
Sabha, and also as a Speaker, Rabi Ray brought a bunch of fresh 
air to the parliamentary debates which was widely acknowledged 
in all sections of Parliament. This was also evident in the thanks 
giving statement of Rajiv Gandhi after Rabi Ray’s unanimous 
election as the Speaker of Lok Sabha. His historic rulings on the 
political defection issue and on removal of a judge of the 
Supreme Court will always remain as the guiding light on 
democracy and constitutionalism throughout the generations. 
He always considered and respected Parliament, in spirit and 
practice, what his mentor Dr. Rammanohar Lohia used to highlight 
as the “ most sensitive mirror that man’s dexterity has yet devised 
to people’s wrongs and sorrows”. When one confronts a psyche 
of acquiescence and climate of uncertainty and apprehension 
around, one is simply at a loss to understand as to whether we 
still have Lohiaite among the parliamentarians like Rabi Ray to 
take up the cause of the rural agrarian poor, dalits,swomen, and 
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the socially depressed sections of population who are 
languishing in the backwater of our political system. Rabi Ray’s 
integrated philosophical approach is deeply influenced by 
Dr.Ramanohar Lohia’s philosophy of Seven Revolutions such as 
equality between man and woman, struggle against political, 
economic, and spiritual inequality based on skin colour,removal 
of inequality between backward and high caste based on 
traditions and special opportunity for the backward, measures 
against foreign enslavement in different forms,economic 
equality, planned production and removal of capitalism, against 
unjust encroachments on private life, non-proliferation of 
weapons, and reliance on ‘satyagrah’. 


Rabi Ray believes that the central theme of india’s foreign 
policy and domestic politics is to work for the removal of the 
deleterious consequences of the structural imbalances that have 
often resulted in the domination of the global economy by a 
few nations without regard to the interests of the many. The 
basic aim of any international dialogue is to meet this crisis of 
civilization. He believes that the Hindu-Muslim relations should 
be the basic corner-stone of the Indo-Pak relationship. Both 
India and Pakistan, he feels, should draw some lessons from 
history and contemporary politics and try to find out and 
experiment a new area of common interest. It is not only 
desirable to prevent the growth of cultural separatism it would 
also pave the way for economic and civilizational commonness. 
Notwithstanding the legacy of mistrust about each other’s affairs 
and intentions left to us by our troubled past, he feels, we must 
rebuild our relationship in a sustained and reciprocal manner. 
He pleads for an awareness in both the countries that their 
interests are identical, and have to be given a perceptive, 
responsive and meaningful outlook. | agree with Rabi Ray that 
neither india nor Pakistan can achieve its potential for progress 
unless both the countries realize that they have to live for each 
other’s independence, sovereignty, and integrity, and must learn 
to walk side by side and invest ways and means to achieve 
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beneficial cooperation. Dr.Lohia said,” Should foreign policy ever 
become objective and acquire clear, present and immediate 
aims it would strive for first for Indo-Pakistan confederation and 
secondly for Tibetan freedom”. Many years back, in his 
conversation with C. L. Sulberger, Jawaharlal Nehru said, “Twenty 
years ago, | would have said that certainly we should have some 
kind of confederation, not federation, of independent states 
with common defense and: economic possibility. In theory this 
should have come in this century. The difficulty is now if we talk 
about it, this will upset our neighbor because we are so much 
bigger. Nevertheless, of course, this remains the logical future 
path — confederation with each member maintaining its freedom 
intact.” 


The contemporary Indian social system is passing through 
a period of new isolationism. A psyche of restlessness prevails 
in national and international interactions. Along with growing 
religious intolerance, the new struggle for economic 
hegemonism has created a climate of inequity and intellectual 
acquiescence. Out of this climate of acquiescence, has emerged 
a disturbing trend of an increasing role of theocratic politics in 
the governance of the statecraft. Out of social and religious 
intolerance and exclusiveness have emerged fangs of genocide, 
ethnic conflict, social disintegration, international terrorism, 
environmental degradation, economic disparities, and human 
right violations. 


Whatever | have understood him, Rabi Ray strongly 
believes that communalization of electorates by the 
unscrupulous politicians is a by-product of economic imbalances 
between communities. He says, “As policy makers, the 
parliamentarians should embark upon a more equity-oriented 
growth process which would doubtless pave the way for 
integration of the marginalized strata into the national 
mainstream. This would, in my opinion, considerably reduce the 
fodder available to the demagogues especially in the urban 
domain and among the unemployed segments.” Political 
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development of the state is the product of a violence-free 
political process. The political systems that are not conditioned 
by well-institutionalized organizations and procedures are 
doomed to flounder in the turbulent sea of communal 
characteristics. Both the media and the parliamentarians have a 
significant complementary roles to play in stemming the tide of 
institutional decay. The problem of communalism, Ray 
emphasizes, could be tackled by two-pronged approaches : one 
at the level of administration and other in the realm of ideology. 
The manifest communalism such as riots could be effectively 
tackled by an efficient administration. The communal problems, 
he advocates, if communally tackled, will remain a communal 
problem. It is generally observed that festivals are the occasions 
when communal riots take place. He says : “ What is perhaps 
imperative on the part of the parliamentarians is to restore the 
religious-cultural character of the festivals and processions and 
purge them of their religious-political character which has lately 
developed.” 


In the realm of ideology, the struggle against communalism 
has to be a meeting point of parliamentarians and media. Both 
the media and the parliamentarians have to play a serious role 
in promoting the value of secularism, humanism, rationalism 
and democracy. In the contemporary political climate, the media, 
being the powerful instrument of information and education, 
has a far-reaching role to play in educating people regarding the 
disastrous consequences of communal propaganda and the spirit 
and language of secularism. Ray rightly emphasizes on the role 
of media men and parliamentarians in embarking upon a mass 
awareness programme.” The fight against communalism is to be 
fought principally at the social and political levels ;it has to be 
taken to the state, district, small towns and villages”, he says. 


Communalism is the political exploitation of a religious 
ideology. It is essentially a political and not a religious 
phenomenon. It is a challenge to our political system, and has 
caused incalculable damage to our national fabric. Ruralisation 
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of communal politics has posed a serious threat to our composite 
culture, and has to be solved through empowerment of secular 
values enshrined in our constitution. We should be determined 
to develop a mass movement to save our polity from an 
impending catastrophe like communalism. Nothing short of a 
massive people’s movement committed to the egalitarian order. 
Rabi Ray said, “The biggest political party in India is the party of 
non-political people.” A survey conducted by the Centre for the 
Study of Developing Societies has found out that “the deprived 
defend democracy more vigorously than the elite. The vote 
matters to the last woman. if there is a crisis of legitimacy, it 
applies more to the governmental authority and to institutions 
of democracy not to the system.”’As we have observed over the 
decades,any meaningful attempt towards communal harmony 
and cooperation must start with an attempt to secure the 
common ideal of securing social justice to the lowliest of the 
low structures of our social system transcending considerations 
of community, that caste or creed.Rabi Ray always highlighted 
that a resolute attempt should be made to recognize the 
cleavages among the different tayers of our social structures to 
build up a new composite culture based on the points of common 
identity, mutual kindness, good will and understanding well 
reflected in the Gandhian model of oceanic circles with a view 
to link both the communities not only in terms of history and 
geography but also in terms of values and a similar vision of 
India. Indeed, it would not be an exaggeration to say that the 
cultural history of India is made up of such immortal elements 
evolved by the insight of the saints and philosophers. We need 
to develop an operative strategy of humanizing Hinduism further 
as well as to create an atmosphere to neutralize the backward 
movement in the Muslim community itself by introducing 
necessary changes in law. There is need for creating a socially 
oriented development framework in which sub-national 
consciousness could be integrated with national planning. Any 
development planning process bereft of social character and 
objective is bound to generate areas of social and economic 
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tensions and a back-water culture. Throughout his long political 
career starting with as a socialist activist in 1948, then a member 
of Lok Sabha in 1967, a member of Rajya Sabha (1974-80), General 
Secretary of the Janata Party (1977-80), Minister of 
Health,Government of India, Speaker of Lok Sabha (1989-91), 
and then as activist-path finder in a number of peoples 
movement, Rabi Ray has always remained as the beacon of 
hopes and aspirations to the emerging generations. 


As the Speaker of Lok Sabha Rabi Ray has created an 
immortal history by empowering and projecting Lok Sabha as 
the most sensitive mirror of the political, social economic life of 
the common man. His historical ruling on Disqualification on 
Ground of Defection Rules (1985) on 11 January 1991, has created 
a new chapter in the history of Indian Parliament. His other 
rulings such as on the removal of the of the Judges of the 
Supreme Court, and the presentation of questions of general 
importance during the Zero Hour of the Parliament have given 
birth to the historical traditions of far-reaching implications. As 
the director of the Bureau of Parliamentary Studies and Training, 
Indian Parliament, and director of Institute of Constitutional and 
Parliamentary Studies, New Delhi, | had the privilege to witness 
such historical occasions and interact with leading socialist 
luminaries like S.M Joshi, Madhu Limaye, Madhu Dandavate, S. 
N. Dwivedy and many others on issues of national importance. 


Rabi Ray has always been a leading inspiration and living 
spirit behind a number of national and international organizations 
such as Asian Social Forum, Lok Shakti Abhiyan, Sarva Seva Sangh, 
Azadi Bachao Andolan, India-Tibet Friendship Association, India- 
Bhutan Friendship Association,Lohia Academy,Citizens for 
Democracy, Socialist Front, JP Foundation, and many others. Like 
Dr. Lohia and Jayaprakash Narayan, he has had a deep attachment 
for the liberation of Tibet, and considered the capture of Tibet 
by the Chinese Government as “ tantamount to baby murder”. 
While addressing the Second International Tibet Support Group 
Conference in 1996, in Bonn, Germany, Rabi Ray said, “We should 
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not deflect from the path set for us by Gautam Buddha, Mahatma 
Gandhi, and His Holiness Dalai Lama, who, in the course of his 
message told us that we will not rest till we have achieved the 
freedom of Tibet from the dictatorial Government of Beijing. 
Rabi Ray’s life and work has been a beautiful blending of both 
theory and practice. 


Throughout his political career Rabi Ray has always 
pleaded that the question of empowerment of people and 
human rights is central to both social justice and economic growth 
of a nation. Moving the Objective Resolution in the Constituent 
Assembly on 14-15 August 1947, Jawaharlal Nehru had said, “ 
Unless and until each and every Indian breathes the air of 
freedom and his miseries are banished and his hard lot is 
improved, our task remains unfinished.” Supporting the 
Resolution, Dr. Radhakrishnan said, “A free India will be judged 
by the way in which it will serve the interest of the common 
man in the matters of food, clothing and shelter and the social 
services.”"What Franz Fanon said is relevant to a great extent, to 
what we witness today in India: “From nationalism we have 
passed to ultra-nationalism to chauvinism, and finally to 
racism”.”"We observe a falling back towards old primitive 
attitudes, and furious and sick at heart, we perceive that race 
feeling in its most exacerbated form of triumphing.” 


It has been observed in a series of studies that in 
societies where majority of population lives in human poverty 
there can be no long-term stability and democracy. The 
promotion of human rights and values and eradication of poverty 
are mutually supporting goals. Throughout his life Rabi Ray has 
been pleading and advocating for human rights and values, and 
the issue of empowerment of women. He has been advocating 
that a meaningful sense of credibility and commitment in the 
areas of public policy could only be ensured through creative 
conceptualization of women empowerment programmes. 
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Political leaders and activists like Rabi Ray have given a 
new sense of direction to the political debates in the 
contemporary India. They have taught us that our vision of 
development, human rights, and women empowerment must 
be grounded in values of equity, partnership and shared 
responsibility. Throughout his life Rabi Ray has lived with the 
philosophy that the marginalized majority of the state must be 
integrated into mainstream of development dialogue of social 
justice and human rights. Perhaps, the best tribute to this great 
human being would be to commit ourselves to his ideas and 
philosophy of life, and above all, his approaches towards both, 
political and personal issues, and to fulfill the unfinished tasks 
he had undertaken for the neglected marginalized majority of 
our society. 
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Rabi Ray 
Kuldip Nayar 


Left to him, Rabi Ray would have spent all his life as a 
socialist. He passionately believed that a poor, backward country 
like India had no option except to move left. He had no ambition 
to join politics to occupy a position in the government. But the 
backwardness of Orissa, his state, made him traverse the path 
which led him to a position in government to help get it a place 
in the sun. 


Biju Patnaik, the Congress leader was no doubt working 
for the same purpose. But he had come to develop a vested 
interest in the office of Chief Ministership which he occupied. 
Rabi Ray revolted against him. With no party, no resources, Rabi 
Ray was no match to such a powerful person. Still Rabi Ray kept 
the standard of revolt aloft to the ambitious Patnaik. 


Rabi Ray never forgave Jawaharlal Nehru for handing over 
Tibet to China. Rabi Ray took up the cause of Tibet and stuck to 
it to the last. Rabi Ray's finest hour has been when he was the 
Lok Sabha speaker. He gave rulings which even hurt the party to 
which he belonged. He took things objectively. His last 
contribution is Lohia Academy at Bhubneshwar. The place 
becomes a centre of Orissa intellectual life. 
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Rabi Ray: A Political Giant, 
a Beacon of Integrity 


Lalit Mansingh 


With political sleaze and mega-scams hitting the headlines 
with depressing regularity, it is difficult to imagine today what 
a national leader of the stature of Rabi Ray may have had to deal 
with throughout this political life. But Rabi Ray is made of 
different mettle. As the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, he presided 
with great dignity over the legislature of the world’s largest 
democracy. His signature - his integrity. 


Rabi Ray’s life is an inspiring saga. Born in 1926 in an 
obscure village in rural Odisha, he moved on from student politics 
to the national level, inspired by the ideals of Socialism under 
the charismatic leadership of Dr.Ram Manohar Lohia. He never 
faltered in his belief that India’s feudal structure needed to give 
way to a more just and equitable socio-political order. The 
desperately poor people of India deserved a better future. His 
home state Odisha was then, and even now, one of the poorest 
regions of India. In 1956, guided by Dr.Lohia, he established the 
Socialist Party in Odisha. 


A decade later, he turned his attention to national politics 
and was elected to the Lok Sabha in 1967. The turbulent decade 
that followed witnessed the ousting of the Congress party and 
the coming to power of Shri.Morarji Desai as the head of the 
Janata Party. Prime Minister Desai was impressed with Rabi Ray’s 
sincerity and integrity and invited him to join the Cabinet. After 
the 1989 elections, he was elected as the Speaker of the 9" Lok 
Sabha. It made every Oriya proud that a worthy son of the State 
could rise from humble beginnings to one of the highest 
constitutional positions in India’s public life. 
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Whether as MP or Minister or Speaker, Rabi Ray was 
uncompromising in living by the highest ethical values. One is 
left to wonder how he managed to survive in the ruthless world 
of politics, where values are routinely set aside. Leaders of the 
mettle of Rabi Ray have become an endangered species. 


Rabi Ray and my late father Dr.Mayadhar Mansingh were 
mutual admirers. They shared many common interests, especially 
a love for literature, an intense pride in Odisha’s cultural heritage 
and a great compassion for the disadvantaged sections of society. 
After my father passed away, Rabi Ray remained my mentor and 
guide. | called on him from time-to-time, between my foreign 
assignments and sought his advice on a range of issues. He 
would always remind me of the lofty ideals of my father and 
cautioned me to be protective, at all times, of my integrity and 
dignity. 

While saluting this towering leader, now in retirement in 
his beloved Odisha, | will continue to seek wisdom and 
inspiration from the illustrious pages of his life. 
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Learning from Rabi Ray 


Manoranjan Mohanty 


The people's leader who never lobbied for power 


| cannot forget the day before Rabi Ray was elected Speaker of 
the Lok Sabha in 1989. 


Rabi Ray had the unique habit of surprising friends in 
Delhi by suddenly announcing that he was coming to see you. 
He had already become a famous political leader at the national 
level. As SSP Leader in Lok Sabha, Janata Dal General Secretary 
and Union Health Minister in the Morarji Desai Government he 
had occupied high offices. But power had never gone into his 
head. He was the social worker that completely identified with 
common people. Student groups in Delhi were particularly fond 
of him. Socialist oriented students and the Odia students flocked 
to him in Delhi and he would never disappoint them and would 
address their meetings, attend to their problems and what was 
amazing, would remember the names of most of them. 


It was December 18, 1989. We were very excited that the 
Janata Dal had done exceptionally well in the 9"LokSabha 
elections. | got a message that Rabi Ray was shortly coming to 
our house in Delhi University. My wife Bidyut Mohanty and | 
immediately put a few chairs in the lawns of Provost Lodge of 
the International Students House. Rabi Ray arrived with one or 
two others in the afternoon. | called some colleagues and students 
living on campus and we chatted with him about the agenda of 
the V P Singh government. | remember that he mostly talked 
about what should be done to alleviate poverty in Odisha. We 
were then doing studies on Kalahandi which he wanted to 
discuss. As usual he would enquire about everyone's family 
back home in Odisha and the socio-economic situation in their 
village. The detailed and uptodate information that he had kept 
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on each area was astonishing. But let us get back to the point 
| have in mind. 


After about two hours Rabi Ray left DU campus. If | recall 
correctly, he was going to visit some other friend. 


That night came the happiest surprise. We heard in the 
news over radio that his name had been proposed for the office 
of the Speaker of Lok Sabha and all the parties had backed the 
proposal! And the next day, on 19 December Rabi Ray was 
unanimously elected. 


Here is an extraordinary person who was absolutely 
unconcerned about whether his name was being considered for 
the high post. He was spending time with students and teachers 
of Delhi University while Janata Dal leaders were engaged in 
discussions with other parties on selecting a befitting person for 
the post. 


| am sure this is only one incident showing his approach 
to power. There are many other instances where he stuck to his 
principles and did not accept office. Those who have read Rabi 
Ray’s autobiography would recall! that he narrates an incident 
when ‘Nabakrushna Chaudhuri flared up at Odisha Congress 
leader Banamali Patnaik urging him to accept a Governorship. 
Rabi Ray too was offered Governorship including one in Andhra 
Pradesh for which the then Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu 
pleaded with him personally. But he firmly declined and wished 
to continue to be active in politics in his own way. Nabakrushna 
Chaudhuri and Rabi Ray belong to the same rare category of 
leaders for whom politics was about working for and with people 
to create a better society and it was not about seeking personal 
power. Perhaps had he shown any interest in such kind of politics, 
he would have been in many other high offices. | narrate this 
incident because ! witnessed this historic moment. That night 
when we listened to the news, we were so full of excitement 
that finding no sweets at home at that hour in the night, we 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


Manoranjan Mohanty 


celebrated first with sugar and then making an impromptu kheer 
and shared it with ISH friends! 


Campaign against Dunkel Draf and Globalisation- 
Determination even with a small group 


This phase of Rabi Ray’s politics should get more attention 
than it has got. That may be because economic reforms have 
more votaries in the middle class and globalization with India 
playing an active role in the WTO has continued to go on with 
high speed. All the regimes led by the Congress or BJP have 
pushed those very policies that Rabi Ray and many others had 
campaigned against. But the fact is that the issues raised by Rabi 
Ray keep coming back again and again. How poverty, 
unemployment, environmental degradation, agrarian crisis, 
farmers’ suicide, displacement of adivasis due to mega projects 
have accentuated tensions and caused violence in India 
vindicates the critique and the warning that Rabi Ray has 
registered. 


| was inspired by the call given by Rabi Ray who invited 
many intellectuals to join the campaign and ! went with him to 
many rallies and marches. | was struck by the research that he 
had himself done analyzing the history of the process to form 
the WTO, in what ways it was different from GATT and how the 
developing countries would be in an unfavourable situation if 
the WTO came into being on the lines suggested by the Dunkel 
Draft. He explained in simple language how WTO would have 
the pretension of being an equality-based organization unlike 
the World Bank and yet in reality, would create serious 
disadvantages for the small producers and the consumers in 
countries like ours. | was witness to many of his addresses in 
public meetings in various parts of the country including many 
in Odisha. Indeed, the experiences during the recent years have 
shown how the operation of the global economy in the name of 
free trade has given an upper hand to the developed capitalist 
countries. This has particularly led to the exploitation of the 
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mineral rich States like Odisha, Chhatishgarh and Jharkhand 
where global capital has landed in forests and fields with the 
backing of the government, despite the opposition of the local 
people, especially the adivasis and the farmers. 


What was the most memorable aspect of this campaign 
was that with a small group of intellectuals he went around the 
whole country undaunted by the opposition from the big 
business news papers and the government media. He raised 
small contributions from people to conduct the historic campaign 
and carried on the protest movement. If the cause is just, no 
matter how few people are with you, we must carry on our 
struggle with determination. 


Politics of People’s Movements 


| am sure there are other people who will give more 
detailed account of the Lok Shakti Abhiyan, the Campaign for 
People’s Power. After the Samata Party experiment failed in the 
1995 elections, Rabi Ray decided to plunge into mass politics of 
a different kind. In fact, the Lohia tradition had both electoral 
and movement dimensions of politics building upon the legacies 
of Gandhi and the Indian freedom struggle. By 1996 three trends 
had crystalised in the Indian political system which Rabi Ray 
considered as devastating for the democratic aspirations of Indian 
people: Globalisation, communalism and corruption, all of them 
pursued through authoritarian measures. Firstly, Congress 
government under P V Narasimha Rao had pushed ahead with 
economic reforms giving up the commitment to public welfare 
agenda of the state. The economic and social consequences of 
this became sharper day by day as social tensions grew. Secondly, 
the BJP-led campaign to build a Ram Temple in Ayodhya had 
gathered momentum and communalism had acquired serious 
proportions after the demolition of the Babri Mosque in 
December 1992. Thirdly, corruption had crept into government 
machinintoning a big way and criminalization grew into massive 
dimensions in society, economy and in legislatures. Rabi Ray 
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launched the Lok Shakti Abhiyan to highlight the dangers of 
these three phenomena and initiate popular campaigns to attack 
them which no other political formation had undertaken together. 


It was Rabi Ray’s personal integrity in public life, simple 
life style and dogged pursuit of value-based politics which 
brought credibility to this campaign. Many professors, journalists, 
advocates and cultural workers came forward to join this 
campaign. | saw in this effort the charisma of a grassroots leader 
whose only asset was his roots among people and commitment 
to egalitarian democratic values. This made him stand by people’s 
movements all over the country. | remember how closely he 
connected with common people when he travelled in villages. 
In the villages of Jagatsinghpur he pledged his solidarity to them 
to struggle against the location of the POSCO steel project and 
argued strongly against such kind of industrialization strategy 
for resource-rich areas like Odisha. Men, women and children 
would throng to hear his speeches and interact with him. People’s 
movements in Kashipur against the Utkal Alumina Project in 
Rayagada, in Niyamgiri against the Vedanta Alumina Project in 
Kalahandi and against the Tata Steel Project in Kalinganagar 
derived great inspiration and support from Rabi Ray. 


Rabi Ray’s vision for Odisha’s development was one of 
making agriculture and rural and forest-based industries central 
and putting the Panchayats in charge of designing their 
development plans and having mineral industries in small 
measure to support that process. Sharing Nabakrushna 
Chaudhuri’s vision of the 1950’s he demanded a break with the 
colonial strategy of extractive economy that used the mineral 
resources and cheap labour for national and foreign capitalist 
exploitation. That was the thesis | and my colleague, Bijaya 
Bohidar also developed out of our research on Odisha. We were 
very fortunate to have Rabi Ray release our Odia book, Odisha 
Daridra Kahinki? ({ Why Was Odisha Poor? }) in the Samata Vichar 
Manch Convention in Jayadev Bhavan in Bhubaneswar in 1993. 
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On the basis of these ideas we had launched the Odisha 
Gaveshana Chakra to engage in social science studies and 
discussions on Odisha in 1994 which continues in full swing even 
today. He has been a constant supporter and inspiration for this 
effort all these years. We all remembered the momentous 
occasion in the Keonjhar Conference when he delivered the 
most inspiring Kishen Patnaik memorial lecture spelling out their 
common vision on Odisha, india and the world at the current 
historical juncture. 


| was personally excited by the initiative he had taken 
together with George Fernandes, Nitish Kumar and others to 
form the Samata Party in the early 1990s. | had even prepared 
a draft of its Manifesto perhaps in 1995. It was to be a broad left 
formation with alliances with CPI, CPI-M, CPI-ML (then IPF), SUCI 
etc. Radical ideas of Gandhi, Marx and Lohia were to be the basis 
of this initiative with focus on social justice, secularism and 
decentralized governance. But after George Fernandes 
announced his alliance with BJP the experiment all but crumbled. 
CPI and CPI-M decided to align again with Biju Patnaik in Odisha 
and the Samata Party failed badly in the elections of 1996. 


Since then indian politics has been dominated by the 
alternating rule of NDA and UPA and now again NDA with BJP’s 
own majority in Lok Sabha under the leadership of Narendra 
Modi. All of them have contributed to the three trends of 
degeneration of indian polity, namely elitist and forced 
globalization, communalism and corruption with criminalization 
causing increasing hardships for common people. That has made 
politics of people’s movements as the main alternative before 
people. Thus Rabi Ray even without being in office continues to 
represent the possibilities people’s politics. Today, the adverse 
effects of economic policies leading to agrarian distress, 
communal mobilization for votes and exposure of corruption 
cases of huge magnitude in the 2G Spectrum, Coal zone 
allotment, Commonwealth Games and many others have made 
these issues central to Indian politics. 
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Rabi Ray understood that the causes of violence in 
contemporary India lay in poverty, unemployment and loss of 
people’s control over their resources. In October 2009 when a 
Citizens’ Initiative for Peace was launched by a group of 
intellectuals including former justices like V R Krishna Iyer calling 
upon the Government of India to stop Operation Green Hunt, 
the campaign by security forces against Maoists in Chhatishgarh, 
Jharkhand and Odisha and asked the Maoists to come forward 
for talks, Rabi Ray was the first signatory in the statement. That 
provided great moral force to the initiative which was backed by 
many democrats who did not believe in the path of armed 
struggle. While approaching him for this campaign | could see 
how strongly he was committed to principles of democratic 
rights. The initiative may not have succeeded in reducing the 
magnitude of violence involving the paramilitary forces and the 
Maoists, but that initiative remains a land mark possibility to 
handle this crisis in future. 


Rabi Ray despite his illness, remains a radiating figure 
symbolizing hope for people’s struggles for equality, freedom, 
dignity and happiness for all human beings on earth. Odisha is 
privileged to have given birth to such a human being. | am one 
of those who was blessed to interact with him all my adult life 
and learn lessons in politics from him far more valuable than 
from my experience as a teacher of Political Science for five 
decades. | can never repay that debt. 


=) 
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Rabi Ray 
Medha Patkar 


Sri Rabi Ray, truly ardent socialist has always brought to 
us, the people’s movements an unique sprit and strength. A 
Lohiaite by thought and action, he has been one of those few 
who have translated and operationalised socialism into 
contemporary situation in India. Since he has been in the circle 
of the socialists of those days, since his youth when he became 
an office bearer of Samajwadi Yuvak Sabha and later became a 
founder of the socialist party in Odisha, he has raised the flag 
of democratic socialism very very high. 


No doubt since Rabi Rayji reached the seat of driver 
driving Janata Party’s rule under the leadership of Morarji Desai, 
he remained a true servant of the public, especially the farmers, 
labourers, fishermen all throughout his active life. The true spirit 
of democracy which comes by joining the people, trusting and 
involving them in all affairs, decision making and execution was 
imbibed in his perspective. That kept him close to us, the people’s 
organisations and our cadres. As in Narmada Bachao Andolan 
and National Allience of People’s Movement (NAPM), we have 
been supported and guided by him in all endeavours and phases 
of our perseverant struggle. He never had any objections nor 
questions regarding the issues and our vision which he shared 
from the bottom of his heart. 


Whenever in Odisha or in Delhi, he attended and spoke 
in our action programmes and conferences. He conveyed his 
heartfelt support to the farmers, adibasis, dalits and other 
oppressed sections and always in the widest framework of 
socialist ideas. Rabi Ray’s tall personality was always shining 
with his contribution as a speaker of Lok Sabha. Beyond party 
lines, his contemporaries and then colleagues are heard praising 
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the same. They always remembered his rational and practical 
judgements, his humane, humble yet firm hardline and the 
respect he drew from the parliamentarians. The introduction of 
Zero Hour as well as telecast and broadcast of the proceedings 
from the Central Hall itself, we all know’ have become long- 
lasting symbols of transparency and popular space within the 
formal democratic fora. His courageous move to disqualify unruly 
members from Lok Sabha has gone into the history of our fight 
again defection. 


While his was a political career rooted amongst the 
masses of this country, he was also at the forefront of the inter- 
national Fora. | have heard his speaking for Tibetians, Burmese 
and other Asians with commitment to internationalism, opposing 
globalisation. His vision of humanitarian international fora of 
democracy and of societal contro! over statutory regime came 
from his in-depth understanding of Parliamentary Democracy 
and Diplomacy, reflected in his books. 


Sri Rabi Ray’s association with people’s struggles in 
Odisha and across India evolved since his own participation in 
various Satyagrahas and Mass Agitations. In today’s world of 
vulgar, corrupt and criminal politics, Rabi Rayji remains amongst 
us a star in the vast arena of representative democracy that can 
continue to inspire all those who carry on battles in the field 
towards our ideal of socialist India, utopian as it appears today, 
to many. As a post-independence freedom fighter, Rabi Rayji 
has shown us a path to march on. His crusade has been truly of 
building Lok shakti, i.e People’s power, to which we remain 
committed. Salute to him and wishes for his long life. 


=) 
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Rabi Ray 
Mukut Singh 


I had, of course, heard of Rabi Ray in his position as Speaker 
of the Lok Sabha when the Janata Party was in power after the 
emergency in 1975/6, but | was not privileged to meet him until 
the late 1990s when | attended a meeting of the Lok Shakti 
Abhiyan (Campaign for people’s power) in Delhi. Prof Anand 
Kumar introduced me to him and | immediately felt as ease 
holding a conversation with him. From the moment ! started 
speaking to him and telling him about the work | was doing, | 
felt as though he knew me and had a genuine respect for what 
| was doing and what ! was trying to achieve. Among people of 
his status, this is very rare and at once marked him as an 
exceptional person. 


Because of this, | felt a real rapport with him and was 
delighted when in September 1998, he came and stayed with us 
a Amarpurkashi, the small village where | have been involved in 
rural development since 1970. This was on the occasion of a 
camp organised by Lok Shakti Abhiyan. A paper he had written 
in 1997, “Where did we go wrong?’ provided the base for 
discussion at this camp. Once again, | had the rewarding 
experience of feeling on the same wavelength as him. Here was 
one leader who understood the problems of the country and 
who was an honest man. Since then, | have always looked 
forward to any Lok Shakti Abhiyan meetings for they give me 
the opportunity to talk to this sincere and understanding man. 


Rabi Ray lives very simply and is the embodiment of 
honesty. He is also very accommodating. If | happend to be in 
Delhi, either on my way to the airport to go abroad or on my way 
back home from an overseas trip, he was always happy for me 
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to drop in at his flat to discuss my thoughts and problems with 
him. It wasn’t just that he always lent a sympathetic ear, he also 
appreciated some of my more radical ideas such as the innovative 
course in Rural Resource Management which | was keen to start 
but which few people involved in higher education seemed to 
understand. For me, it was particularly fortunate that Rabi Ray 
was himself concerned with the kinds of problems that were 
facing me in my development work, problems like the present 
education system, corruption and globalisation. There was no 
better person to discuss these issues with. 


| have also attended number of meetings in which Rabi 
Ray was a prominent speaker. | found it very stimulating that he 
always had a lot to say and spoke right from the heart. Indeed, 
| couldn't help noticing that sometimes he had so much to say, 
he was unable to follow one train of thought and would be 
distracted into numerous other paths, simply because his brain 
was so full of ideas which would come to him as he was talking. 
He could also at times be impatient but this was probably because 
the key problems he was concerned with were rapidly getting 
out of control and beyond the stage where he or any other 
individual could effect any kind of change. He has never given 
up, however, and the powerlessness he must now at times feel, 
has never led to cynicism, only to frustration. His faith in mankind 
is unshakeable. | feel immensely honoured to know him. 


0 
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Rabi Ray : a socialist to the core 
N. K. Singh 


Rabi Ray has remained a committed socialist and a Lohiaite, 
{ follower of Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia). On joining the Indian 
police Service, in the year 1961, | was allotted to the Orissa 
cadre where I spent roughly 19 years of my police career. It is 
there that | came to be closely associated with Rabi Ray. | first 
came to know more about him when | was S.P., Puri, in Orissa, 
in 1968-70. It is hardly a secret that the Police and Intelligence 
agencies keep watch over activities of political parties and 
leaders. Those days epicenter of activities of Rabi Ray was old 
districts of Puri and Cuttack. From the reports that came, he 
struck me as a politician apart, a socialist activist who fought 
relentlessly for the rural poor and oppressed, a decent man, 
dignified in behaviour and generally very amiable including with 
police, who, obviously, kept watch on his activities and 
sometimes acted against him. 


He was first elected to the Lok Sabha from Puri 
constituency in 1967 elections. He came to the Rajya Sabha in 
1974 and completed the term in 1980. Prior to that, in 1979, he 
became Health Minister at the centre in the government of 
Choudhary Charan Singh. When Janata Dal fought the elections 
in 1989, under the leadership of V.P.Singh, with corruption at 
high places, as the main slogan, Rabi Ray once again entered the 
Lok Sabha from Kendrapara constituency of Orissa. In January 
1990, he was unanimously elected to the high office of the 
Speaker of the Lok Sabha in which capacity he worked till 1991. 


I came to Delhi, on deputation to the CBI in 1972 July, and 
two years hence, in 1974,. Rabi Ray became member of the 
Rajya Sabha. Till then, we had never met, face to face. Indira 
Gandhi and her son, Sanjay Gandhi were all in venom against 
me, when they returned to power in early 1980, as my work 
during the Janata party regime had hurt them most. | was forced 
to proceed on leave and the very next day, on 29 of January, 
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1980, early in wintry morning when it was still dark, Bhajan Lal’s 
police came from Gurgaon, surrounded my official residence, at 
Chankya Puri, New Delhi, and forced me to go with them, in a 
false case. Only a few days earlier, in a well-publicized action, 
Bhajan Lal, all his ministers and most members, elected on Janata 
party symbol, had switched over to Indira Gandhi Congress. The 
memories of emergency days were still fresh in the mind of 
everybody: there were genuine apprehensions, including 
apprehensions regarding my personal safety. Rabi Ray came to 
know about my arrest either directs from Ram Jethmalani, whom, 
somehow, | had managed to contact over phone, or through 
someone else. Rabi Ray acted with alacrity. Apart from the case, 
| suppose, there was in him particular concern for an officer 
from his home state of Orissa. When both houses of the 
Parliament assembled for the day, at 11 A.M., he along with 
L.K.Advani in the Rajya Sabha, and Jyoti Basu, Atal Behari Vajpayee 
and others in the Lok Sabha raised storm over the issue. ‘ 
Emergency was back’ : ‘ Why this mid-night knock again’ : ‘ We 
fear for the life of the officer and were concerned about his 
safety’, were the questions they raised, as also the legality of 
the action. Such was the force and the ferocity of their protest 
that even the then, Vice-President and the Chairman of the 
Rajya Sabha, Mr. Hidyatulla, himself a great legal and 
constitutional expert, felt impelled to ask some embarrassing 
questions to the then Home Minister, Gyani Zail Singh, who was 
doing his best to defend and cover-up the action of the Haryana 
Police. Ultimately, the Home Minister and the Law Minister, Shiv 
Shankar, had to face privilege motions in both the houses of the 
parliament. Suffice to say, a watchful media and an united and 
determined opposition saved the day for me. Rabi Ray was one 
of those who spear-headed the move. But even on that occasion, 
we did not come in person to person contact or meet face to 
face. He, ofcourse, had telephoned my house after | had been 
taken away to Gurgaon and had cheered up my wife. 


After about a month, | was sent back to Orissa, where | 
was kept without a job for some time, a house for more than a 
year, and as D.1I.G., Police Computer, at Cuttack for over six 
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years. It was there that | learnt that Rabi Ray’s wife, Dr Sarswati 
Swain, a doctor by profession, was posted then in Cuttack medical 
college as head of the department, and had official residence. 
| got in touch with them and | met Rabi Ray,for the first time, 
when | went to their residence in Cuttack Medical College 
campus. He received me in his bed-room. The way he lived was 
really revealing. | noticed he had an wooden cot, beneath a big 
portrait of Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia and there were only one or 
two wooden chairs and a table. From that day, a close personal 
relationship developed. Those days, | did not have much work 
and was being pursued by the government at the centre and 
their party-govt. in Orissa. Politically, Rabi Ray was also not in a 
very happy state of mind those days. He was, particularly, unhappy 
at the ways of his party and of its bosses in Orissa. We often met 
at my residence and discussed the state of the nation and political 
situation, growing corruption in public life and criminalization of 
politics. We generally agreed, thought and worried on similar 
lines. When he was free, he would telephone, and | would send 
my personal car to fetch him and his wife to our residence in the 
evening, after my day’s work was over, and often, they would 
stay-on for a simple meal of rice, curd and pickles, and the like, 
which Rabi Ray was particularly fond of. 


After some years, along with others, Janata Party 
constituents regrouped themselves and re-named Janata Party 
as Janata Dal, under the leadership of V.P.Singh. Rabi Ray fought 
Lok Sabha elections in 1989, from Kendrapara constituency of 
Orissa, and won. It was befitting recognition of his stature and 
standing when in 1990, he was unanimously elected to the high 
office of the Speaker of Lok Sabha. He was reelected from the 
same constituency in 1991 June, elections. Although he took 
retirement from electoral politics in 1996, he has remained active 
in public life, but has remained active, espousing and fighting 
for cleanness in public life, individual freedom, democracy and 
against globalization, excessive commercialism and 
unadulterated market economy. He and other band of his 
dedicated colleagues, drawn from different parts of the country, 
formed a non-political organization, called, Lok Shakti Abhiyaan, 
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{ a people-centric movement), with which 1! also have had the 
opportunity to be associated, thanks to Mr. Rabi Ray’s desire. 
When Rabi Ray turned 80 on 26*® November, 2005, amongst 
others, His Highness, Dalai Lama, the spiritual leader of Tibet, 
graced the birthday celebrations at New Delhi. 


There are, | think, three facets of a politician's life ; his 
personal life ; his conduct as public figure and, his ideology and 
faith. in present day politics of corruption, criminalization and 
sinking standards, Rabi Ray has been a shining example for others 
to emulate. In ideological commitments, he is an ardent Lohiaite, 
while Madhulimiye was his friend, Philospher and guide. In his 
public life, he has been honest and upright par-excellence. He 
has been a member of parliament on several terms, Health 
Minister, in the government of India, and the Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha. But, he has hardly any personal property except a small 
house in Cuttack, which got constructed by his wife, Dr Sarsati 
Swain, after she retired as head of the department from S.C.B 
Medical College, Cuttack. In personal life, he epitomizes ‘simple 
living & high thinking’. He has had a very happy family life, 
though they have no issue. By no means a mute follower, his 
wife, Smt. Swain, has been a great support to him, both in his 
personal and public lives. 


It is not that, | have always agreed with him in his views 
and political decisions. Socialists generally, | think, are Nehru- 
haters and he also does not think, | guess, much of Nehru. Let 
us not forget that Dr. Lohia was one of the bitterest critics of 
Nehru, although, it was not so in the beginning, at least. Lohia 
was secretary of the planning cell of the AICC, when Nehru was 
its Chairman. | have been a Nehruite and an ardent admirer of 
his. While | fought Lok Sabha elections as Samata Party candidate, 
atleast once, with the support of the BJP, and hold some of their 
leaders in high esteem, Rabi Ray, | know, has been a bitter critic 
of theirs. But the common areas of agreement have been far 
greater and wider. | have always treasured his love and affection. 


=) 
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Some Defining Moments with 
Bada Mausa 


Padmanava Pradhan 


It was during the Indian emergency period when | first 
heard about Shri Rabi Ray for the first time in Charmal, a small, 
sleepy town in Western Odisha. Sri Surendra Pradhan, my English 
teacher and Headmaster of our High School, was discussing 
national politics and national leaders with his fellow teachers. 
Although he was talking about many prominent leaders, Rabi 
Rai’s name caught my attention because he was from Odisha. | 
was entering my teen-hood and barely had any idea about 
socialism or politics. As | grew older, | became more aware of 
Rabi Ray. He, along with Biju Patnaik, both prominent national 
leaders from Odisha, went on to become cabinet ministers in 
post-emergency India. Like many other fellow friends, | had 
developed a deep respect for Rabi Ray due to his secular and 
socialistic ideology. 


! never imagined that one day the esteemed Shri Rabi Ray 
would be one of my in-laws. When we visited Rabi mausa after 
our marriage, he was very gentle and loving. He was then the 
Speaker of the Lok Sabha. In our first meeting, he said it is hard 
to find an administrative officer like my father-in-law, Shri 
Narayan Pradhan. He was very fond of my father-in-law. What is 
striking is his simple way of living, very down to earth and true 
to his belief and preaching. His mastery over languages is 
unmatched. When he spoke Odia, it was only Odia, pure and 
fluent, hardly mixing with either English or Hindi words. Similarly, 
when he spoke Hindi, it was pure Hindi. When my daughter was 
young, he loved to talk to her in Odia at least once in a month, 
whether we were in Bombay, in Stockholm or here in USA. On 
the other hand, he talked to my son in English.He talked about 
Martin Luther King and Mahatma Gandhi because the name of 
my son's School was Martin Luther King elementary. 
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Here are some of my life events that reminded me of Rabi 
mausa. Recently, some of my batch mates from Ravenshaw 
College proposed an Alumni Association, and | immediately 
thought of badamausa. He is one of the greatest alumni of 
Ravenshaw College. While in Sweden, as a visiting scientist, the 
ruling party there was Central Democratic. it strongly believed 
in socialistic and yet democratic ideology. This reminded me of 
Rabi mausa’s vision of India. 


‘Bada Mausa’ visited us in Anushaktinagar in Bhabha Atomic 
Research Center. Many of my colleagues came to meet him in 
our residence. Mausa started a discussion about advantages of 
using mother tongue, as a medium of instruction for Science and 
education. In the beginning, my friends were critical of these 
ideas. However, they changed their opinion after listening to 
mausa’s insightful reasoning. He cited examples of industrial 
nations like Japan, South Korea and many European countries, 
that are highly developed even though their medium of 
instruction were in their native languages. He reasoned that we 
don’t have to translate all technical terms to mother tongue; it 
should be used to better understand the concepts. 


Recently, some of my batchmates from Ravenshaw College 
proposed an Alumni Association, and | immediately thought of 
him. He is one of the greatest alumni of Ravenshaw College; his 
legacy is difficult to be matched. Even in Sweden, where | was 
a visiting scientist, | was acutely reminded of him. At the time 
Sweden’s ruling party was Democratic and socialistic; the 
country’s policies resembled very much Rabi mausa’s vision of 
India. 


Rabi mausa has lived a lifestyle that matched his beliefs 
and ideologies. When | met him recently, he said he is forgetting 
many things due to old age, but he remembers Ravenshaw 
College and Dr. Lohia and his vision of socialism Although, he is 
our loving mausa and a dear family member to me, he beleives 
in Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. 


=) 
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A Man with Morality 
P.B. Sawant 


1 had heard of Shri Rabi Ray as a prominent national leader 
and a stalwart in the Socialist movement of this country, for a 
long time. It was while | was the Judge of the Supreme Court, 
that I first came in contact with him, through a telephone call 
given by him as the Speaker of the Lok Sabha to request me to 
head the Committee to enquire into the allegation against sitting 
Judge of the same Court. | do not remember exactly when we 
first met, but it was only after | laid down the office of the 
Supreme Court Judge. Thereafter, it was an uninterrupted and 
continuous friendship and we met on several occasions in one- 
to-one meetings and also on the forums of the organisations of 
mutual interests. 


A genial and soft-spoken person. Rabiji is a man of 
conviction and unflappable principles. His simple living and 
courteous manners attract the high and the low, the intellectuals 
and the illiterates. He is popular and respected among all 
sections of the society and commands a large circle of friends. 
Being equally at ease with the high brows and the common folk, 
he is always found in the company of either. A socialist to the 
core, a democrat by instinct and a Gandhian in approach, he has 
lived through all the transformation in the political life with the 
deserved concern, reacting actively and strongly to the invasion 
of the principles cherished by him, but always taking the events 
in their stride with equanimity. His passion for the goals he set 
out attain in his early youth has never subsided, and through 
thick and thin, he has been busy meeting people and mustering 
strength for the cause he has been struggling to achieve. Some 
of his colleagues caved in, compromised their principles, bade 
a good bye to their convictions and embraced power, being tired 
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of life's long arduous journey for attaining the goals held near 
and dear by them to their heart. But Rabiji, being never 
interested in power for the sake of power, has remained 
steadfast like a rock inspiring others, and particularly the young, 
to lead a life of a pilgrim in the pilgrimage to the goal set out 
before him. A restless and an ever-active soul that he is, neither 
the officer held by him soiled his conviction nor the vicissitudes 
of political life swerved him from his path. 


While others have betrayed the cause, Rabiji with a few 
others like him, have remained firmly and assiduously with it 
emitting a Ray of hope for the future. Since the goal they have 
kept their faith in, is the only hope for mankind. | have no doubt 
that the Sun will rise on it sooner than is expected today. The 
sufferings of the humanitarian workers like Rabiji will never go 
in vain. Every idea has its time to come. The loftier the idea, the 
longer the time it takes to realise it. 


®) 
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My Socialist Leader Rabi Ray: 
as | have Seen Him 


Prafulla Samantara 


It was through my active involvement in student politics 
in the early seventies, | started believing in Gandhian philosophy 
which ultimately took me to socialism. | thought socialism could 
provide the real alternative to politics of opportunism and 
corruption widely talked about in the politics of that period. It 
was then 1 discovered an idea! leader in Rabi Ray who was so 
dear and near to youth and students through his honesty, 
simplicity and socialist politics in the public life as well as in his 
personal life. In 1974 the historical students’ movement started 
in Gujurat and inspired youth and students of Bihar to wage a 
democratic struggle against corruption of the Congress rule in 
the country. Ultimately it was turned in to a people’s movement 
under the leadership of Lok Nayak Jayaprakash Narayan who 
gave a call for ‘Total Revolution’ to change the system which was 
responsible for corruption, unemployment and poverty. Rabi 
Ray as a socialist politician and parliamentarian was one of those 
veteran associates of Jayaprakash Narayan who were committed 
to bring radical changes in Political culture as well as democratic 
system of our country to achieve socialist ends ultimately. The 
total revolution much known as JP Movement (Jayprakash 
Movement) had spread in many states including Odisha. It did 
inspire and energize the youth and students like me who quite 
enthusiastically accepted ideal leaders like Nabakrushna 
Choudhury, Rabi Ray and Kisan Patnaik. They all emerged as 
natural leaders of people’s movement. In the middle of the 
night of June 25, 1975 Mrs. indira Gandhi's government declared 
national emergency to suppress this movement which was 
gathering more strengths every new day. All front line leaders 
like Rabi Ray were arrested and sent to jail along with JP Narayan. 
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As a member of Chhatra-Yuba Sangharsha Samiti of Odisha | was 
also in jail for one year during the emergency. 


Rabi Babu is known to us as a born socialist. His mission 
was to achieve socialism through a kind of politics which would 
be fitting in to Indian society that has got so many social divisions 
and so may economic and cultura! diversities. This is the reason 
why he thought of recruiting students and youth to his political 
organization, the Socialist Party and made efforts also to orient 
them in socialist politics. This was duly recognized by the 
supreme leader and great socialist thinker and fighter Or. 
Rammanohar Lohia who preferred him to be leader of his Sanjukta 
Socialist Party in Lok Sabha in 1967. Though for the first time 
Rabi Roy got elected, he became leader of SSP (Sanjukta Socialist 
Party) in Lok Sabha of which Dr. Lohia was also a member. Rabi 
Babu became part of power politics after the end of the Congress 
Party’s monopoly in power at the centre in 1977. He never lobbied 
for any ministerial berth but became a natural choice to hold 
constitutional posts like cabinet minister and speaker of Lok 
Sabha in the need of time. The politics of compulsion forced 
him to be in Janata Party and subsequently in Janata Dal in 
which Biju Pattnaik was the head of state party of Odisha and 
Rabi Babu was General Secretary of the All india Party. Though 
Biju Babu and Rabi Babu in the same party, their ways of life and 
politics were different in nature. Personally Rabi Babu had 
respect for Biju Babu, but his politics of morality, honesty and 
outlook as a socialist was different. To defeat congress’s misrule 
in Odisha Rabi Ray’s efforts to have united opposition parties in 
early seventies was successful with the formation of Pragati Dal. 
The advantage went to Biju Pattnaik who was accepted as the 
main leader of opposition. But Biju Babu time and again 
demonstrated his intolerance for Rabi Roy despite knowing the 
fact that Rabi babu was not an ambitious politician. In the first 
non-congress central government under prime minister-ship of 
Morarji Desai, Biju Babu was the cabinet minister for which 2° 
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cabinet minister from Odisha could not be offered to Rabi Babu. 
But in course of time when Raj Narayan, the giant killer who 
caused indira Gandhi's historic electoral defeat resigned from 
cabinet, the natural choice was Rabi Ray. Rabi babu performed 
his best as cabinet minister of health. | was with him at that 
moment when the entire cabinet under leadership of Choudhury 
Charan Singh resigned in 1980. There was no sign of sorrow or 
depression or repentance in him for loss of power. Rather he 
was happy to be a freeman. As an Ex-Cabinet Minister he never 
maintained status of a So called leader. He continued his political 
fight for decent democracy with accountability, in parliament till 
1982 as Rajya Sabha member. He campaigned against corruption 
and misrule of Congress throughout the country. When again 
the non Congress government was formed under Prime minister- 
ship of V.P Singh, he became undisputed choice to be the Speaker 
of Lok Sabha on behalf of united ruling parties (United Front) as 
well as the opposition party. 


Soon after he took oath of Speakership, the earmarked 
motor Car (Foreign made) reached him for his service. But at the 
outset he declined to use it and preferred to use ordinary car 
made in India. Ultimately that car was disposed off for sale. Of 
course, his successors continued to use foreign made luxury 
cars. The day he was relieved from speakership Rabi Babu 
became an ordinary member of parliament. An MP of DMK party 
of Tamil Nadu wanted to give him a lift in his personal car 
presuming Sri Ray’s personal car might be at home. But Rabi 
Babu replied his fellow member that neither he possessed a car 
in Delhi throughout his political career from his cabinet post till 
he became the Speaker nor also after speakership till then. His 
explanation : a personal car was a financial burden on his public 
and personal life. So he maintained a life of an ordinary man 
and used hired car when it was so necessary, otherwise he 
always used to go to parliament in official van. Nothing a big 
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deal, but certainly speaks a lot about the life style a public 
figure should maintain. That day the DMK MP was surprised as 
the man like Rabi Ray who had served the country once as a 
cabinet minister and a Speaker of Lok Sabha did not own a 
personal car! 


In 1991 when the Congress party returned to power in 
the centre with Prime Minister Narasingha Rao, the finance 
Minister Manmohan Singh introduced economic reforms package 
to globalize Indian economy with no regard for Indian 
constitution and the Directive Principles of State Policy- a 
fundamental part of it. As a parliamentarian he opposed the 
neo-colonial reforms inside and outside the house of Lok Sabha 
and campaigned against globalization of imperialism, 
centralization, corruption and communalization. Even today Rabi 
babu remains committed for alternative economic and political 
system to protect our independence, freedom and sovereignty 
of our nation. 


It was a painful experience for him to watch Janata Dal 
and its leaders like Biju Pattnaik supporting and advancing the 
capitalist economic agenda of the Congress. Therefore, he along 
with George Fernandes at that time a fire brand socialist, split 
the party and formed Samata Party. Prior to General Election 
1995, in Odisha which was going to assembly polls Rabi babu 
through his honest leadership united the left parties like CPI(M), 
CPI, SUCI, Forward Block, CPIML({Liberation) Socialist Party and 
started a campaign to create an alternative to Janata Dal of Biju 
Pattnaik and the Congress party. The intention was very clear- 
to liberate Odisha’s politics from corrupt leadership had become 
like cancer to mainstream ruling parties. | was Secretary General 
of Samata Party Odisha unit of which Rabi Ray was guide and 
philosopher. Samata Party along with all left parties started a 
united campaign under the leadership of Rabi Ray, Loknath 
Choudhury, Shivaji Pattnaik and Nag Bhusan Pattnaik, Biswanath 
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Pandit. But it did not last long as politics of opportunism prevailed 
when major left parties, CPI (M} and CPI parted way’s just before 
general election 1995 to tie up with Biju Pattnaik again. This was 
treated by the real seekers of genuine political alternatives as 
a betrayal by a few leaders who could not see an alternative 
without Biju Pattnaik. In the process of building an alternative 
veteran left leader Loknath Choudhury was so sincere and had 
advanced such a long way with Rabi Ray that he used to tell 
people of the state that Odisha’s poverty could be eliminated 
only through honest political leadership of farmers, dalits and 
tribals with a vision of equitable socio-economic justice. Loknath 
Babu was a sad person as he was not allowed by his party to go 
ahead for such an alternative. Certainly it was a shock to Rabi 
Babu as he trusted the left leaders so much, but he was never 
frustrated and did not stop his vehicle till the end of elections 
along with other left parties. Rabi Ray wanted an alternative 
without money power which could be viable and sustainable to 
deliver Justice to the deprived and marginalized people. The 
result was predictably hopeless but the Biju Pattnaik government 
because of corruption and failures was thrown out of power. 


Another shock was very painful for Rabi Babu after this 
election. Though the Samata Party in Bihar and Odisha did not 
do well, the national executive passed a resolution to strengthen 
the party to counter communalism and globalization and 
privatization. But soon after this decision the president of the 
party George Fernandes announced to be a partner of the 
Bharatia Janata Party which is committed to Hindutva of RSS as 
communal force. Rabi Ray was very angry as his lifelong associate 
of socialist ideology and struggle, George Fernandes and his 
admirers like Sharad Yadav, Nitish Kumar could be associated 
with a known communal force and its capitalist ideology. He 
could foresee that the politics of opportunism, money power 
and market forces after globalization would have its wings to fly 
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to every corner of our country to destroy basic foundation of our 
economic sovereignty and cultural identity which was living 
amidst diversity. Unless and until the alternative political force 
based on decentralization, democratic decisions, socio-economic 
and secularism is built without compromise through democratic 
and nonviolent mass struggles, the people of india could not be 
liberated from corrupt politics of market forces and 
communalism. So he declared his firm decision to stay away 
from election politics and party politics and to campaign against 
the threat of liberalization, WTO and economic reforms which 
were implemented at the cost of people’s right to natural 
resources and livelihood. In this context he wrote an article 
“Where did we go wrong?” which was published in various 
important journals and magazines in our country. This article 
inspired honest socio-political activists, academicians to work 
for new politics for change based on Dr. tLohia’s Seven 
Revolutions under the banner of Lok Shakti Abhiyan which is a 
product of Rabi Ray’s vision for “alternative people’s politics for 
alternative development”. it is also a fact that because of his 
uncompromised stands against liberalization, globalization and 
privatization, Rabi Ray became acceptable as a leading 
campaigner even for leaders of different radical communist 
parties. So for the people’s movements to protect natural 
resources as well as to protest against displacement from the 
resource grabbers, Rabi Ray’s active participation has given 
inspiration and strength to take forward the democratic struggles 
against corporate plunder. He has supported historic movements 
like anti missile struggle at Baliapal, anti Tata steel plant struggle 
at Gopalpur, anti-POSCO agitation in Dhinkia-Nuagaon and save 
Niyamgiri Movement at Kashipur tribal tract and many others in 
Odisha. 


Though he was in ruling party for sometime after 1977 
he never ran after power. Even after his announcement not to 


123 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


Rabi Ray : Reminiscences 


be in electoral politics and political parties, he was persuaded 
by various national leaders of his stature including his socialist 
comrade and friend George Fernandez to contest in Lok Sabha 
election 1996. But he did not look back as he could realize that 
the existing political parties competing only for power through 
money and politics of establishment cannot bring any change to 
give justice to the people. Therefore when George Fernadez 
came to meet him in his Delhi quarters and requested him to 
continue in Samata Party and contest election, Rabi Babu rejected 
his offer and ultimately advised him to keep himself away from 
electoral politics so that they can save themselves to go to the 
people. Rabi Ray said, ‘enough is enough’. He further told him, 
‘let us go to the people to know where we went wrong. Let the 
people come to fight against four enemies of our nation. These 
are corruption, centralization, communalism and globalization’. 
| was a personal witness to the above conversation between the 
two socialist friends. George Fernandez being partner of BJP 
became cabinet minister under Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Bajpaye, where as Rabi Ray walked with people to search for 
alternative. Now both are suffering from old age related 
problems. History will analyze and evaluate who was more 
visionary. 


In 1997 Statesmen like Kuldeep Nayar, Nikhil Chakravarty 
and many others appealed to the ruling members of parliament 
to nominate Rabi Ray as Vice-President Candidate. At that time 
I.K Gujural was the Prime Minister of United Democratic Front 
being supported by the congress party led by Sitaram Keshari. 
When Rabi Ray came to know this proposal initiated by the 
eminent citizens of our country and supported by many leaders 
and ministers like Mulayam Yadav, Sharad Yadav, Nitish Kumar 
and others he was annoyed and told that he would denounce in 
public. But he was requested not to do so and rather accept it 
as an offer from the ruling coalition to occupy the second highest 
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constitutional post of the country. The reason behind this move 
was that these eminent Statesmen were apprehending that the 
way the nation was being run by the agents of corporate and 
imperial forces; at least honest and fearless Statesmen like Rabi 
Ray being in the constitutional posts will be able to protect our 
sovereignty and independence. At a time when Rabi Ray became 
a natural choice for the post of Vice President, then emerged 
the name of Congressman and then the governor of Andhra 
Pradesh, Krishnakant. As the congress was supporting the 
coalition govt. its consent was necessary in this regard. It was 
expected that, to be a Vice Presidential candidate Rabi Ray has 
to meet Congress president Sitaram Keshari for his support. 
Many important personalities in the cabinet and outside wanted 
him to make a courtesy visit to meet Kesari. But Rabi Ray was 
not budge. His conscience did not allow him to request for 
congress support to get elected for the post. He thought that 
going to congress for the support is to compromise with the 
principles of his lifelong politics and commitment to fight 
globalization and corruption. Ultimately he signaled his friends 
that he was not after the post. Krishnakant ultimately became 
the choice of Congress party along with the ruling coalition and 
was elected as the Vice-President of India. As the Governor of 
Andhra Pradesh Krishnakant was elevated to the post of VP, the 
chief minister Chandrababu Naidu approached Rabi Ray to accept 
the governorship but he outright declined the offer as it was 
against his dignity. 


In a fine morning ! came to read front page news in The 
Indian Express that Rabi Ray was going to be new Governor of 
Andhra Pradesh. Immediately | telephoned to Rabi Babu and 
asked him to know his mind. He asked me sarcastically, ‘do you 
want me to accept such a job? | could understand his mind. At 
that time Rabi Babu was suffering from heart problem. Many 
politicians need the posts of Governor for rehabilitation to fulfill 
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personal needs. But Rabi Ray always believed in integrity, honesty 
and basic principles of human values. He was Speaker of Lok 
Sabha, he never wanted to reduce the dignity of that post. And 
as a socialist he was agitating to abolish the post of Governor. 
After the end of his tenure as a Lok Sabha member, he has 
remained a common man without any discontentment. 


He was Lok Sabha Speaker for one and half years but he 
could create historic precedents for parliamentary procedures 
and debates. He maintained a non partisan speakership. He 
conducted the house with dignity and democratic essence to 
reflect Lok Sabha as house of people’s aspirations. Five Ministers 
of Prime Minister Chandra Sekhar’s cabinet lost their membership 
by the historic decision of Rabi Ray who strictly applied the law 
of defection though Chandra Sekhar was his personal friend. 
Similarly judicial committee for the impeachment of a Supreme 
Court Judge on corruption ground was done by him as the speaker 
of Lok Sabha. There are many such path breaking noble works 
done by Rabi Ray in the interest of natural justice and democratic 
values by making good use of his constitutional authorities. 


Since his student days through the times of a young 
socialist to that of a national socialist leader, his journey in 
politics was full of struggles. He never compromised socialist 
principles of social justice (casteless society), equity, equality 
and simple living and was far from corruption and luxury. Rabi 
Ray as a parliamentarian or central minister or as a Speaker of 
Lok Sabha did not save any thing as his personal or family 
property nor did he accept anything in material as a price for any 
work he did in his public life. He is fortunate to have Dr. Saraswati 
Swain as his life-partner. She has remained even vigilant to 
ensure that Rabi Babu’s integrity and honesty are not 
compromised or questioned. Of course, her income as a professor 
of social medicines was fully utilized for his Public life. They 
have together established norms for having food of the same 
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simple standards wherever they eat-at home or in their 
ministerial residence. The life Dr. Swain and Rabi Babu live does 
not have any room for hypocrisy. While hosting political workers 
and colleagues in political life they don’t maintain any wall 
between their personal life and public life. 


Rabi Babu loves youth and students and more particularly 
the dedicated political activists who fight for people’s cause. He 
is my most respectful political leader but | have never felt that 
he had imposed any decision on his followers like me. Now he 
is too old and he is unable to move outside but he has a desire 
for going to people to tell them how to rebel or protest against 
the corporatization of politics. Till yesterday he was insisting on 
to have regular forums to discuss Gandhian ideals and Or. Lohia’s 
teachings which would fuel for democratic movements for nation 
building. The Lohia Academy at Bhubaneswar is his brain child. 
Its main aim was to encourage for studies and research on 
socialism and alternatives for people. He wishes that socio- 
economic alternative peoples movements. Let the moral values 
and human concerns be restored in every sphere of individual 
life as well as political and social life of our country. Such dreams 
of Rabi Babu could be realized through the Lohia academy. It 
may be humbly and happily remembered that he is the founder 
and architect of the Academy along with his socialist friends and 
associates. As a proud associate of Rabi Roy and as a sincere 
follower of his ideals it would be my mission to see that good 
efforts are made with determination to ensure that some of 
these ideals are achieved in our life time. 


=, 
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The Guidance we are deprived of 


Rajendra Sachar 


1 have known Rabi Ray Ji for almost 60 years as a comrade 
in the Socialist Party and as the general secretary of the party 
and a family friend. 

In Emergency he was detained in Ambala Jail. By 
coincidence my father (who had been a Chief Minister of Punjab 
1952-56, and had incidentally laid the foundation of the Jail) was 
also detained there. They spent some time together in jail and 
had a warm relationship. My father had very high opinion and 
respect for Rabi Ray. 


Later on his period as a central minister showed his 
commitment to providing a programme for health care for the 
poorer sections of the society. He later on was rightly honoured 
to one of the highest post of a Speaker of Lok Sabha, a 
recognition of his commitment to democracy and values of public 
life. He really lent dignity to the office, which is rightly described 
as a protector of democracy. 


His was an unselfish approach, dedicated to the best 
values of socialist thought enriched by Dr. Lohia’s thoughts and 
writings which Rabi so steadfastly upheld. 


On my last visit about 3 years back | was sad to find that 
he was looking weak and his health was giving him trouble. But 
then he has such wonderful, devoted, understanding companion 
in Mrs. Rabi Ray, who keeps him abreast of the happenings and 
looking after his health and social net work. 


In 2011, the old Socialist Party workers decided to revive 
and form Socialist Party (India). It had foundation meeting in 
December 2011. All of us very keen and unanimous to have Rabi 
as President of the Party. | myself talked to him on phone and 
requested him to lead us and the party. But he expressed his 
inability because of his health. This loss of his guidance in these 
crucial days is a void we are all painfully aware. We all feel so 
deprived without his leadership. We wish him all health and 
long life. 

=) 
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Sanjeeb Kumar Tunga 


Shri Rabi Ray is one of those rare breed of politicians who 
practised what he preached, an unheard thing in today’s political 
arena. He showcased the world that politics can be practised 
with honesty, dignity, decency, dedication, simplicity, 
humbleness, selflessness, compassion and patience. He is, infact 
an epitome of a true socialist who truly believed in democratic 
values and ethies. 


| will always cherish those few moments | have had the 
privilege of interacting with him at his official residence in Delhi 
during 1977-78. From the sidelines { used to observe his dealings 
with people from all walks of life beelining at his house when 
he was the General Secretary of Janata Party and then Union 
Health Minister. He was so humble and courteous to all, 
irrespective of their background which left a deep impression 
on me. 


| was a witness to the following incident which influenced 
me very much. One day in 1977 he had come back to his house 
from Parliament at around 2 pm for lunch. On reaching home he 
found his bedroom occupied by people. Without a murmur he 
sat down in a chair in drawing cum dining hall where others 
were also waiting. He was served lunch consisting of rice, dalma 
(lintels with vegetables), and some vegetable curry there itself. 
While chatting he ate his lunch nonchalantly. Never did he ask 
even once for privacy. Such is the character of this great man. His 
personality made me to reconsider my views about politicians 
and their ways. He showed all of us that politics is not a dirty 
word and can be practised with simplicity, honesty, patience and 
selflessness. Pomp & Show is not required. 


| distinctly remember another incident. In 1978 Oelhi 
University had unofficially derecognized graduation results of 
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all the three Universities of Odisha in view of a large numbers 
of students securing first class in graduations from these 
Universities. That comes to more than hundred in each subject. 
Of course Delhi University had its reasons. Had they accepted 
these results, none of the graduate from Delhi University would 
have got admission into their Post Graduate courses. This 
unofficial derecognisation was brought to the notice of Shri Rabi 
Ray, who politely told the then Vice Chancellor of Delhi University 
over telephone to resolve matter. Thanks to his effort, without 
any further delay the Vice Chancellor of Delhi University found 
a way out of the impasse which satisfied most of the Post 
Graduate aspirants from the state. Such is the stature of the man 
who unfortunately could never become the Chief Minister of 
Odisha. 


There had been many other incidents, some juicy, some 
hilarious, some serious & so on. How he dealt with them without 
any controversy showed the character and ability of the person 
that he is. There were times when impossible requests were 
made. He would deflect with a smile in such a way that the 
person would go away without being disappointed. He knew 
the art of saying “NO” without being offensive. He is inact one 
of a few politica! saints left amidst political rogues who rule the 
roost today. MAY God give him a long life. 


on) 
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Santosh Kar 


| came to know Shri Rabi Ray in 1979, while he was Union 
Minister for health. | was visiting India from Cambridge and was 
trying to find out about the plan of Government of India with 
respect to initiating major research activities in the areas of 
infectious diseases like Malaria and Tuberculosis. At that time 
National Institute of Immunology had not been established and 
most of the research on infectious diseases were carried out in 
hospitals and institutes which were choked with people without 
much scope for starting new departments or hiring younger 
persons. Therefore | was not sure that anything worth while will 
happen. But | tried to talk to some people about it. When Shri 
Ray came to know about my interest in starting research on 
Infectious diseases prevalent in India, he was very eager to help 
and wanted to know what he can do in this regard. | told him 
that the Government of India should set up a Research Institute 
preferably in a place which is highly endemic for malaria, 
tuberculosis and leprosy. Since | am from Orissa and al! these 
diseases were highly prevalent there | had told him that he 
should set up such an Institute in that State. 


Interestingly within two years of that conversation, Indian 
Council of Medical Research established a Research Unit (Regional 
Medical Research Centre) at Bhubaneswar. That Centre was 
inaugurated by the Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi in 1981. | 
know that it was only possible because of Shri Ray’s efforts. 
Even though he was not the health minister then he had played 
an important role in persuading the then Prime Minister to open 
that Centre at Bhubaneswar. | returned back to India in 1982 to 
join the newly established National Institute of Immunology at 
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Delhi. But by 1983 end | was persuaded to shift to RMRC 
Bhubaneswar as Officer-in-Charge. 


Shri Ray’s vision for Orissa was very grand and he was 
always willing to help in making RMRC a very active research 
centre so that it would tackle local health problems. During the 
period from August 1983 to December 1988 when | was at RMRC 
Bhubaneswar | had met Shri Rabi Ray few times and every time 
he was very eager to know how the Centre was shaping up and 
how he could help. Incidentally, during that time he was not in 
the government. 


After | left RMRC I joined the Centre for Biotechnology 
at Jawaharlal Nehru University in 1990 and at that time he was 
the Speaker of Lok Sabha. When | met him and he came to know 
that | have left RMRC he was not happy. ! joined the Lok Shakti 
Abhiyaan which was started by Shri Ray in the year 1997 to 
promote the cause of common man and fight for their right. This 
non political association was also taking up issues affecting the 
poorest of the poor and was fighting with authorities to rectify 
them. | was organizing public awareness programmes in different 
places in India. Shri Ray used to take very active part in many of 
these programmes. | had numerous opportunities to interact 
with him when we had meetings of this association at his home 
in Delhi. What | found most appealing in him was his simplicity, 
straight forward approach to problems of life and speaking out 
what he felt was right. He never hesitated to take up the cause 
of common man with the highest authorities of the land. 


Even now, when he should be resting at home basking 
in his past glory his concern for the common man has taken him 
to different parts of the country and he has involved himself 
with individuals and groups who are working for the benefit of 
the society. One incident which is very clear in my mind even 
now is a case of a young girl being paraded naked in the street 
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of a village on the outskirt of Delhi. The police was not filing an 
FIR as the people involved were wealthy local residents. The 
father of the girl, who was a vegetable hawker had approached 
Shri Ray for help. He had taken up the issue with the police on 
behalf of the girl as a result of which the police had to file a FIR 
and the case went to the court and the guilty were punished. 
There were many such incidents where justice were given to 
aggrieved individuals due to the intervention of Shri Ray. He 
very often came to Jawaharlal Nehru University to address 
students and faculty. He was very happy when he was with 
young people. He was personally very close to many powerful 
fellow politicians but he never took advantage of their proximity. 
We must learn this from him, and try to do our work with utmost 
sincerity and without expecting any favour. 


=) 
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One Life One Mission: Rabi Ray 
Sharad Yadav 


Shri Rabi Ray, Former speaker of Lok Sabha is a dedicated 
Lohiaite. Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia was his mentor and guide. As 
a person he is most affectionate and caring. | had the privilege 
of sharing a bit of his love and affection. He has no personal 
enmity with even his opponents. His hearty laugh is most of the 
times conterminous. My association with Shri Rabi Ray was both 
ideological and personal. We both were arrested during 
emergency. Before emergency | was intimate with his close 
friends and associates like Madhu Limaye, Ladli Mohan Nigam 
and Mama Baleswar Dayal. 


in 1967 Rabi Ray for the first time contested general 
election as Sanjukta Socialist Party candidate from famous Puri 
Lok Sabha Constituency and won in flying colours defeating a 
Central Minister Bibhdendu Mishra, riding anti congress wave 
created by Dr. Lohia. Similarly in 1974 ! won from Jabalpur Lok 
Sabha seat as people's candidate encashing the goodwill of 
Sampurna Kranti Movement. Both of us were in fact people's 
candidates supported and financed by common man. In 1974 
Rabi Ray came to Rajya Sabha from Odisha as a common 
candidate of SSP, Utkal Congress and Swatantra Patry, which 
later merged to form Lok Dal. | was then with socialist Party 
Leader Mudhu Limaye and resigned from extended Lok Sabha 
membership alongwith Limaye, during emergency while in Jail. 


After emergency Janata Party was formed by the merger 
of Lok Dal, Socialist Party, Congress (O}) and CFD etc. Rabi Ray 
became the All India General Secretary of the Janata Party and 
as a youth leader | came in close contact with Rabi Ray. 


Rabi Ray was also a powerful student leader and was 
President of famous Ravenshaw College Union and Law College 
Union. Due to my student leader background and commitment 
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to social justice, he took political and personal interest in me 
and asked his follower youth leaders of Odisha like Chitta Ranjan 
Mohanty, Rajendra Prasad Singh, Sisir Das, Minaketan, Prafulla 
Samantara (all were imprisoned during emergency) to support 
me in my mission to start a radical youth organisation in the 
country which would fight for the deprived and downtrodden. 


Rabi Ray was taken in the Union Cabinet as the Health 
Minister in place of Raj Narayan and did a lot for rural health 
despite stiff resistance from urban lobby. He continued to hold 
this department in Chaudhury Charan Singhji’s cabinet though 
more alluring departments were offered to him. Chaudhuriji’s 
commitment for rural India particularly for Kisans attracted both 
of us to his leadership. Choudhury was at times mis-informed by 
self seekers against socialists, whether senior or younger. On 
such occasion Rabi Ray had the courage of conviction to call a 
spade a spade. Chaudhuryji most of the times gave in to Rabi 
Rays’ suggestions. 


Rabi Ray and myself had on many occasions fought jointly 
against atrocities on farmers and on women. Once such case was 
the incident of Maya Tyagi in Baghpat. We faced police lathi 
charge together. Rabi Ray was injured. On most of the issues we 
shared same views. In 1980 | shared room with Rabi Ray in 
Western Court and was impressed with his simplicity and simple 
life style. Rice or Chapati with Dalma was his usual and favourite 
staple food. Dalma is a typical odia preparation of Dal mixed 
with fresh boiled vegetables. In order to be in the main stream 
politics of his own state Rabi Ray did not part with Biju Pattnaik 
and for few years we were in different political parties. When 
those parties merged to form Janata Dal we were again together 
serving the common man that being our selfless common goal. 


in 1989 Rabi Ray was denied ticked from his pet 
constituency Jagatsinghpur where he had contested in the year 
1984 and was defeated by a margin of only 500 and odd votes 
due to manipulation in counting of votes. We in the central 
committee, insisted on his candidature. As a result Biju Babu 
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had to accommodate him in his own Kendrapara Lok Sabha seat. 
As a former Minister of Moraraji Bhai’s cabinet Rabi Ray was the 
natural choice for V.P. Singh’s Cabinet but political equation of 
his own State blocked his entry and Nilamani Routray, former 
Chief Minister of Odisha was inducted in his place. We were 
shocked. | missed no time to inform V.P. Singh that it would not 
be wise to leave a veteran parliamentarian like Rabi Ray out of 
the functional orbit of the ruling system when the opposition 
congress outnumbers the ruling Janta Dal in Lok Sabha. Prime 
Minister V.P. Singh in his own interest wanted honest and 
dignified political leader for the post of Speaker of Lok Sabha 
who would not mingle in sectarian politics and destabilise the 
Government. Rabi Ray was the best choice as Devi Lal the other 
power centre then, would eagerly accept the proposal. V.P. Singh 
accepted my suggestion to nominate Rabi Ray as Speaker and 
entrusted me the task to convince others in the party. As Rabi 
Ray was a lovable personality, my job became relatively easy. 
Rajiv Gandhi the leader of Opposition, alleged and said that 
there was no prior consultation. However, he supported Rabi 
Ray’s candidature and he was unanimously elected as the Speaker 
of Lok Sabha. Despite his short tenure he made a mark as a 
Speaker and dealt issues like defection and impeachment 
without any fear or favour. 


Rabi Ray was totally opposed to Dunkel proposal and 
globalization. The demolition of Babri Masjid and the failure of 
secular forces to face the divisive design of destructive groups 
disheartened him. After 1996 he relinquished party politics in 
favour of mass awareness movement against communalism, 
consumerism and corruption. With the help of Kuldeep Nayar 
and others he established a vibrant institution “Lohia Academy” 
in the heart of Bhubaneswar, the capital of Odisha. Despite 
deteriorating health he is on his mission to spread the message 
of Sapta Kranti preached and practised by Dr. Ram Manohar 
Lohia to every corner of our country and to the world at large. 
Rabi Ray is an emblem of “one life one mission” principle. 


0 
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Assumption of the office of the speaker of Ninth Lok Sabha 
by Shri Rabi Ray was an event of historic significance for our 
parliamentary democracy. He is the first public figure from Odisha 
who occupied that high office. In fact, it would not be an 
exaggeration to say that his role as the Speaker and some of his 
epoch making decisions as the presiding officer of the lower 
House of Indian Parliament would go down in history of 
democracy as path breaking and trend setting events enriching 
and revitalising the tradition of representative democracy. 


He is a man who is a product of our freedom struggle and 
was greatly shaped by its enduring values. Identifying himself 
with the struggle of the people of the erstwhile princely states 
of Odisha he actively mobilised them and championed their 
rights and freedom. He is one of the few Speakers in the annals 
of our parliamentary democracy whose world view was shaped 
by the struggle for independence under the leadership of 
Mahatma Gandhi. He added rare dignity and charm to the office 
of the Speaker of Lok Sabha because of his worldview shaped 
by that epoch making struggle and his deeper understanding of 
the Constitution. An admirable personality of our public life, he 
represented the grace and simplicity of our civilisation and 
brought these to bear upon the office of the Speaker from the 
day he occupied that exalted position. His decision not to use 
the Mercedes car, which was the official car of his predecessor, 
was so strikingly different and refreshing in conveying to the 
nation that high offices and positions not only represent the 
power and authority but also the moral values the central aspect 
of which is simplicity, integrity, probity and plain living. 
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A socialist by conviction and faith he wholesomely 
integrated with his ideology the essentia! teachings of Swami 
Vivekanand, Mahatma Gandhi, Ram Manohar Lohiya, Utkalmani 
Gopabandhu Das, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose and Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan. With such broad outlook he 
went beyond the routine aspects of the responsibilities he was 
called upon to take up at the national level! and gave a much 
larger dimension to them. 


It is well known that the Parliament is the supreme 
legislative institution of our democracy invested with the power 
to tegislate, deliberate issues of national and international 
importance and hold the executive to account. Shri Rabi Ray as 
Speaker of the Ninth Lok Sabha took the pioneering decision to 
establish what is now called the Department-related 
Parliamentary Standing Committees to provide for a to the 
Members of Parliament for examining the policies and 
programmes of the Government and hold it accountable to the 
legislature. It may be recalled that on assuming the office of the 
Speaker he addressed a press conference and stated that his 
priority, as Speaker of Lok Sabha would be to start the Subject 
Committees of Indian Parliament. tnitially, he established four 
such Committees. In the history of Indian Parliament such a 
decision of Shri Rabi Ray would go down as an extraordinary 
step in expanding the role of Parliament to fine tune the process 
of governance. In fact, these Committees were first established 
in the House of Commons in 1979. Ten years later, when a review 
was done to assess the functioning of such Committees in Britain 
it was stated that the establishment of those Committees 
constituted as the parliamentary innovation of the 20" century. 
Following the pattern of House of Commons, the Lok Sabha 
under the speakership of Shri Rabi Ray created such Committees 
which were later expanded in 1993 and the late Chairman of the 
Rajya Sabha, Shri K.R. Narayanan, inaugurated them. While doing 
so, Shri K.R. Narayanan, acknowledged the role of Shri Rabi Ray 
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in starting such Committees and complimented him for his trend 
setting action. If today, the Reports of such Committees are 
being widely quoted for fine tuning the policies and programmes 
of the Government of india and holding the executive 
accountable, then the credit must go to Shri Rabi Ray who became 
the founding father of such Committees of indian Parliament. 
He deserves rich tributes for strengthening Parliamentary 
democracy and upholding the supremacy of Parliament for the 
cause of accountability and good governance. 


Shri Rabi Ray is an exemplary leader of india who is held 
in high esteem by political leaders cutting across party lines and 
ideological barriers. What actually adds to his stature is his 
honesty and integrity. Today, when so much is being talked 
about against corruption which has multiplied by manifold and 
gravely affect the lives of common people and our national 
progress, it is extremely important to recall the life and work of 
Shri Rabi Ray. He upheld the high standards of conduct both in 
his private and public life. It may not be out of place to say that 
one of the factors which led the 9® Lok Sabha to unanimously 
choose him as its Speaker is his high moral character and 
uprightness. His impeccable record in remaining honest and his 
lifelong struggle to fight against corruption defined his 
personality and made him an iconic figure in the politics and 
public life of India. Many decisions he took as the Speaker of Lok 
Sabha flowed from his firm adherence to the basic and 
fundamental values of honesty and integrity. He was the first 
Speaker of Lok Sabha who took a strong stand against his own 
Secretary-General Shri Subhash Kashyap when he found that the 
Secretary-General was not carrying out his instructions and failing 
to discharge his duties by not following the principles of honesty. 
He gave extension to Secretary-General Shri Kashyap and yet 
took a firm step in terminating the services of Secretary-General 
who compromised the basic principles. It was a painful decision 
that he took and the leaders of all political parties stood by him. 
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Shri Rabi Ray took yet another remarkable and historic 
step in upholding honesty and integrity in judiciary when he 
admitted an impeachment motion against Justice Ramaswamy 
of the Supreme Court on the last day of the 9™ Lok Sabha. It was 
the first ever impeachment motion against a judge of the highest 
court of India in the history of independent India. Today, when 
society and Government is seized of the problem of mounting 
corruption in judiciary and when the parliament is to take up a 
Bill concerning judicial accountability to rid the judiciary of 
corruption, it is extremely significant that Shri Rabi Ray took a 
bold step as the Speaker of Lok Sabha to admit the first ever 
impeachment motion against a judge of the highest judiciary. 
His decision was challenged in the Supreme Court on the ground 
that a motion admitted in the Lok Sabha would lapse on the 
dissolution of the House. It was argued that with the dissolution 
of the 9™ Lok Sabha the impeachment motion admitted by Shri 
Rabi Ray lapsed. However, the Supreme Court gave a historic 
judgement that the impeachment motion is a different motion 
and, therefore, it would not lapse with the dissolution of the 
Lok Sabha. Eventually, his decision stood the test of judicia! 
scrutiny and became a landmark in history of parliamentary 
democracy for salvaging judiciary from corruption and unethical 
practices. His motion finally was taken up by Lok Sabha where 
it could not be passed by requisite majority because the Congress 
Party abstained from voting. Almost 18 years later, when the 
Rajya Sabha Chairman, Shri M. Hamid Ansari admitted an 
impeachment motion against a judge of the Kolkata High Court 
in 2010 and it was taken up for discussion and voting on the floor 
of the House Shri Rabi Ray’s decision to admit the impeachment 
motion against Justice Ramaswamy was recalled by many as a 
trend setting decision in exercising the powers of the Presiding 
Officer to impeach a judge. In fact, Shri D. Raja, a Member of 
Rajya Sabha while participating in the discussion on impeachment 
motion against the judge of the Kolkata High Court did say that 
Shri Rabi Ray had admitted the first ever impeachment motion 
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in the history of our Parliament. In this sense, Shri Rabi Ray’s 
tenure as the Speaker would be remembered not only for 
upholding the dignity and authority of the House but also for his 
heroic action against corruption and sleaze in the higher judiciary. 
it would not be out of place to say that he is the only Speaker 
whose name would be gratefully remembered for his courageous 
step against corruption and for the cause of honesty and integrity 
in judiciary which is one of the organs of governance. 


It is well known that during his tenure as the Speaker of 
Lok Sabha a decision was taken to unveil and install the statue 
of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee and Dr. Ram 
Manohar Lohia in the Central Hall of Parliament. Such a decision 
of Shri Rabi Ray was of great significance in remembering the 
stalwarts of India’s public life whose contributions to nation- 
building are enormous. It was rather sad that portrait of Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar, the Chairman of the drafting committee of 
Constituent Assembly, did not find a place in the Central Hall of 
our Parliament where the Constituent Assembly met and the 
framed the Constitution. It was Rabi Ray as the Speaker who 
took the decision to adorn the Central Hall with the portrait of 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. 


A Presiding Officer is the repository of the dignity and 
authority of the House. Shri Rabi Ray as the Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha amply demonstrated his power and authority to remain 
impartial and give appropriate ruling which commanded the 
respect from leaders of all political parties. in this context, one 
may recall the historic ruling which he gave when some Members 
of Janata Dal defected. In the annals of parliamentary democracy 
his ruling is cited for his neutrality and objectivity in 
understanding a complex situation arising out of defection of 
some Members to another political formation. When the ruling 
of his successor in the context of the split of a political party 
aroused controversy, people from the political parties, media 
and academic world referred to Shri Rabi Ray’s ruling and hailed 
it for its objectivity. 
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Even after occupying the high office of the Speaker Shri 
Rabi Ray displayed in ample measure his common touch and 
feeling and reached out to suffering people. I+ recall that 
whenever he used to get letters from poor and deprived sections 
of society seeking for help he used to send money from his own 
personal sources to mitigate their suffering. His compassion and 
concern for them was indeed so much that he went beyond his 
own capacity and rendered help to them. After demitting office 
he told me that in reaching out to such people to alleviate their 
suffering he himself had to take money from others. it was 
indeed incredible that the Speaker of the Lok Sabha had to incur 
debt for rendering service to others. A leader of the masses he 
was a fine example of a value based person ever ready to serve 
and at the same time remain steadfast to the high principles of 
public life. In his life, he always told the young people to read 
Mahatma Gandhis’s Collected Works. In fact, when he was 
imprisoned during emergency and was put in Ambala Jail he 
requested Shri Krishan Kant, who later became the Vice- 
President of India, to provide him the complete works of 
Mahatma Gandhi so that he could read them in jail. It is indeed 
so refreshing and educative to note that a man who was in jail 
wanted to read Mahatma Gandhi’s writings and derive lessons 
from his life and work. He remained in tune with such world 
view and advised the youngsters to read Gandhi. When |! came 
in contact with him and understood his intellectual and spiritual 
dimensions of life | found a person who is so distinct and 
distinguished for qualities and depth of understanding rooted in 
our culture, freedom struggle and civilisation and ethos. It is 
rare to find such a person in 21* century India. It is ali the more 
rare to find such a person in the politics and public life of india. 
It is, therefore, appropriate that we document his life and work 
for the benefit of the future generation. 


=) 
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Shri Rabi Ray is one of those highly revered leaders of 
post- Independence india who have, all through their political 
career, consistently and convincingly espoused the cause of the 
welfare of the weak and the vulnerable. When we look back at 
the varied hues of his personality and his myriad contributions 
to the national life, we come across an innately honest and 
committed person who never compromised with those ideals 
that have been close to his heart. His many admirers and 
supporters may wish to see his personality as the embodiment 
of these virtues, but it needs to be stressed that he is a man of 
even more remarkable qualities and interests. tn fact, it is a 
challenging task to sum up the multifarious dimensions of his 
life within the confines of a biographical profile. 


it may not be an exaggeration to say that the humble 
social and economic setting which he was born into, had 
instinctively led him to an activist’s path which made him study 
history and law during his college days. The combined influence 
of his education and the socio-economic realities of the times 
moulded his approach towards the social concerns all around 
him. Even as a student, he was fully conscious of the people’s 
plight in colonial India, and soon the leadership qualities in him 
emerged to the fore. By mobilizing fellow students as the College 
Union President and organizing public meetings against the British 
rule, he started taking an active part in politics. He was arrested 
during the Freedom Struggle, which further strengthened his 
determination to raise his voice against all forms of oppression 
and to demand an end to social iniquities and the sufferings of 
the underprivileged. 


In the years and decades ahead, Shri Rabi Ray has forcefully 
articulated his views on what ails India and what needs to be 


143 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


Rabi Ray : Reminiscences 


done, which has been in line with his thinking of his student 
days. As a political activist committed to socialist ideals, as a 
thinker and writer, as an elected representative of the people, 
as Union Minister and as the Speaker of Lok Sabha, he has been 
remarkably consistent in his expostulations on the socio- 
economic and political issues and challenges facing the country. 


Very early in his life, Rabi Ray ji realized that India could 
progress only when the State extended its helping hand to those 
who needed it the most. Keeping in mind this fundamental 
principle, he worked tirelessly to translate the socialist ideals 
into national ethos. What is commendable is that his belief in 
socialism has not been dogmatic; rather, it has been the way of 
life for him. To Rabi Ray, all claims of inclusive growth and 
development of the nation at large will remain a distant dream 
unless socio-economic disparities are rooted out. 


It has been acknowledged by all those who have worked 
with Rabi Ray that his entire political ideology is wedded to the 
twin principles of socialism and humanism, which he has 
espoused throughout his public life. Unfazed by adverse 
situations early in his political life, he realized that contemporary 
mainstream political dispensations could not provide the citizens 
with justice and equality. As such, he preferred to work with 
political organizations having a socialist orientation. The restless 
socialist and pro-people leader in him made Rabi Ray a true 
champion of the cause of those people at the margins and the 
periphery. These rare qualities, coupled with his integrity and 
honesty, have set him apart from his peers and contemporaries. 


As a political and social worker, Rabi Ray has blended in 
himself not only the qualities of inspiring leadership but also a 
very laudable sense of respect and accommodation for differing 
views. During his long political career, he has remained detached 
from partisanship and self-interest, looking at emerging 
situations from his strongly held convictions and the larger 
national cause. These sterling qualities stood him in good stead 
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in whatever positions he held in the country. As Union Minister 
heading the crucial Ministry of Health & Family Affairs during 
the Janata Party government, he brought his grassroots 
experience to impact the National Health Policy. As a Member 
of Parliament, he was greatly appreciated for his sound 
understanding of diverse subjects. Making optimum use of 
parliamentary devices and procedures, he raised important 
national and international issues in the House and also sought 
redressal of grievances of the people. Rabi Ray ji, undoubtedly, 
has been an eminent parliamentarian who enriched the debates 
and proceedings of the House in his own distinctive ways. 


Equally distinguishing was his term as the Hon’ble Speaker 
of Lok Sabha. He firmly believed that Parliament is the authentic 
voice of the people and, as such, he encouraged elected 
representatives to articulate their varied concerns in the 
Chamber. At the same time, he was insistent that members 
should not disrupt the House proceedings because by doing So, 
they would be failing in their duty to hold the Executive to 
account. His long lasting concern towards issues like drinking 
water, housing, healthcare, PDS, land distribution, small 
industries, primary education and exploitation of weaker 
sections, dominated debates in Lok Sabha during Speaker Rabi 
Ray’s time. It was his endeavor to so conduct the deliberations 
that genuine hopes and aspirations of the people were reflected 
in the House and that proceedings were able to lead to 
constructive results. During his tenure as Speaker, he ensured 
that he remained above party politics and all his actions 
symbolized the high traditions of the Office of Speaker. Be it the 
issue of disqualification of some of the members from the Lok 
Sabha following a split in the Janata Dal or consideration of the 
first ever notice of a Motion for presenting an Address to the 
President of India for removal of a Supreme Court judge, he 
took decisions of far reaching significance which were symbolic 
of his acumen and understanding of issues at hand. 
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Rabi Rayji has also been a true institution builder, who has 
left a decisive imprint on several areas of the functioning of the 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, the Lok Sabha and its 
Secretariat and governmental and other bodies where he has 
served. 1 particularly recall his concern for streamlining 
procedural issues relating to the conduct of the business of the 
tok Sabha; he strongly believed that the functioning of 
Parliamentary Committees should be further streamlined to 
facilitate Executive accountability to the Legislature. He also 
devoted time towards assessing the desirability and technical 
feasibility of televising proceedings of the House because he 
believed that it would bring Parliament closer to the people. 


What distinguishes Rabi Ray ji’s career in national politics 
is his unwavering faith in democracy and socialist ideals. That 
realization has stood firmly behind all his acts, both as a mass 
leader and later as a parliamentarian. Even after his retirement 
from active politics, he has refused to compromise on his 
ideological! leanings and has continued to be part of constructive 
debates aimed at achieving an inclusive and equitable social 
order. His public life is a testament to the ennobling values of 
democracy and socialism; his speeches in Parliament and outside, 
and his forceful articles and writings in journals, are both 
insightful and informative, exemplifying his societal sensitivity 
and humanitarian perspective. 


Given Rabi Ray ji’s strong democratic credentials and his 
life-long devotion to socialist ideals, it is necessary that his 
many contributions to our national life should be studied and 
imbibed by all who wish to see parliamentary form of governance 
succeed in India. To that end, this publication carrying his 
speeches and articles and other relevant information on his 
illustrious career is a very welcome endeavour. | heartily 
compliment Dr. Saraswati Swain, who has been the guiding 
force behind this vojume, and 1 trust it will be warmly received 
by political scientists, parliamentarians and other interested 
readers. 


=) 
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Whether as Minister in the Union Cabinet or Speaker of 
the Lok Sabha, the pomp and glitter of high offices never affected 
Rabi Ray. He always maintained utter simplicity in conduct and 
living. Guided by elevating ideals of socialism he remained 
transparently committed to the welfare of the common man. 


! had many occasions of prolonged interaction with him 
while he held high offices and also when he lived as a Member 
of Parliament in Delhi where 1 too lived as a civil servant. Our 
discussions invariably centered round issues of public policy. 
Splintering of the Janata Dal experiment and fragmentation of 
socialist movement in the country disappointed him deeply. 
Excessive consumerism let loose under neo- capitalist policies 
that followed the economic liberalization of 1991 troubled him. 
The civil servant in me, tired of corrupt practices which flourished 
under a rigidly controlled economic regime, favored the 
liberalization but could hardly dispute the deleterious impact of 
fast growing consumerism which troubled the heart of Rabi Ray. 


Corruption in high places was another issue on which he 
was deeply concerned. His personal conduct in this respect was 
of course exemplary. A man of sparkling integrity, he was deeply 
disturbed by malpractices indulged in by persons holding high 
offices. As Speaker of the Lok Sabha his decision to initiate 
impeachment proceedings against a Chief Justice on grounds of 
misconduct constitutes a major landmark in efforts to enforce 
accountability. 


This noble son of Mother India now lives in the evening 
of his life in a modest dwelling in Cuttack, in his home state of 
Orissa, with the tender support of his wife Dr. Saraswati Swain, 
an eminent social worker. My respectful regards to them. 


=) 
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Rabi Da 
Subhash Chandra Khuntia 


| first met Rabi Da in the dining hall of Kumara Krupa 
Government guest house in Bangalore. He was in white khadi 
dhoti and kurta and looked quite amiable. As | came out after 
breakfast, | met MrB.K.Das, an 1AS officer of Karnataka cadre 
(who was Director, Sericulture at that time and who later went 
on to become Chief Secretary) on the corridor and came to know 
from him that he had come to meet Mr Rabi Ray. | knew about 
him from newspapers and he was known to be a principled 
politician of repute. | accompanied Mr Das to Rabida’s room in 
the guest house. In no time, Rabida could gather my coordinates 
in Odisha and rattled off names of many common acquaintances. 
He was amiability personified and ! started liking him from that 
very moment. Though Mr Das was an officer with a seniority of 
about 15 years, ! found Rabida addressing him in singular just as 
a senior member in the family usually addresses a junior 
member. He also addressed me in the same vein, as if he knew 
me for long. Though it was the first time that he was meeting 
me, he invited me to visit his home at Cuttack. | was 
overwhelmed by his affection. | did visit his house at Cuttack 
and was welcomed with the same affection. The house was the 
official quarters of Khudi (Dr.Saraswati Swain}. It was full of 
several visitors with whom Rabida was chatting in an easy and 
open manner. | also remember having been offered sumptuous 
snacks. 


It so happened that my marriage was fixed with his 
favorite niece’s daughter. He was present throughout the 
marriage ceremony that was held in Cuttack. My joy knew no 
bounds. Thereafter, | have interacted closely with him. In the 
first few years of my service, | was posted in the districts away 
from Bangalore. Whenever he visited Bangalore, he would cal! 
me and my wife Leena on phone. He would also tell effusively 
about us to the political friends he met. 
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When he was the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, ! once 
happened to come to Delhi on official work. Within half an hour 
of my reaching Karnataka Bhavan, I received a call from him on 
phone inviting me to visit his house for breakfast. Next day, | 
found his Personal Secretary at the breakfast table. He treated, 
all his staff like his family members and had full trust in them. 


As Speaker, he was absolutely fair and impartial. He took 
momentous decisions including disqualification of members of 
Lok Sabha and initiation of impeachment proceedings against a 
Supreme Court judge. He earned universal respect for his firm 
stand on several issues. He proved by action that a Speaker once 
elected so, does not belong to any party and has only the 
Constitution and the dignity and decorum of the House to 
protect. 


By the time ! came to Delhi on central deputation in 
1992, he had ceased to be Speaker and had shifted to 4, Janpath 
as a sitting MP. His house was always open to me, my wife and 
children. We would visit him on weekends. He was always 
affectionate. His house would always have many visitors and he 
would make it a point to introduce one another. In fact, | acquired 
quite a few new friends in his house and so is the experience 
of so many others. He would also invite people to stay in his 
house. | met several prominent MPs, artistes, writers, retired 
civil servants and professionals in his house. It was basically a 
second home for intellectuals. His life has been like an open 
book. | have never seen him talking in a whisper with anybody. 
Similarly, he never criticizes anyone. He would praise everyone’s 
good qualities and would rather not comment on the bad 
qualities, attributing the same to circumstances and the 
peculiarities of human nature. 


He had a fantastic memory. He would not only remember 
the names of so many people, but would also recall where he 
met them first and also the details of their family and home 
town or village. Relating to the people came to him naturally. 
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Once the young school-going son of my colleague who was my 
neighbour had accompanied my children to his house. He would 
ask about him whenever he visited our house. 


Absolute simplicity is another remarkable quality that 
he possesses. Despite the fact that he rose to be the Union 
Health Minister in 1978 and the Speaker of the Lok Sabha in 
1989, he never behaved any differently. He was neither overawed 
by important personalities nor did he neglect the people from 
the lowest rank. Whenever he would visit my father-in-law’s 
place for lunch or dinner, his first concern would be to ensure 
that the driver and the other persons accompanying him were 
also served. 


He is a true swadeshi in heart. He exhorts others to use 
indigenous products by setting an example himself. He does not 
use any foreign-made item and even avoids products made by 
foreign companies if similar products made by Indian firms are 
available. All the items of his daily use including toothpaste, 
soap, wrist-watch, pen, etc. are necessarily of Indian brands. He 
is fiercely nationalistic in approach. When the Dunkel draft on 
international patent regime was being discussed, he took 
extraordinary interest to oppose it in the interest of our nation. 
He hosted ‘a series of discussions at his official residence on the 
matter by involving the intellectual community. Ideologically, 
he is firmly against dominance of rich and powerful nations over 
the less developed countries. 


He is also a strong votary of using the mother tongue in 
conversation and communication. In Delhi, he would invariably 
ask the resident Odias whether their children were speaking in 
Odia at home. He told me that he had taken a decision not to 
attend any wedding in Odisha if the invitation card was not in 
Odia.At the same time, he was a liberal and not a fanatic, and 
is very conversant in both Hindi and English. 


He certainly has practiced the principle of plain living and 
high thinking. He has been a true socialist in Lohia’s tradition. 
Power never affected him. As Speaker, he enjoyed unlimited 
power and privileges. But as soon as he stepped down, he started 
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using the common bus to commute to Parliament from his 
residence. He did not have enough money to buy a car. His 
house was almost bare and was minimally furnished. His food 
habits are simple and predictable — rice, dal and one vegetable. 
At the same time, his house was open to all. Whoever happened 
to be in his house during breakfast, lunch or dinner time would 
certainly be invited to the dining table. Many students and low 
income families were given shelter in his residence. In dress, he 
is quite frugal and always uses plain white khadi dhoti and 
kurta. 


He has been a great supporter of the right of Tibetans to 
their motherland. He has expressed his solidarity with His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama. 


He has been full of vitality and spontaneity. He is always 
at ease with visitors. He also reads about new ideas and practices 
and is a keen listener. He once wondered as to why some people 
get bored, as boredom is a concept alien to him. That shows his 
easy relatedness to the fellow human beings and his inquisitive 
mind. 


Though he rubbed shoulder with the high and mighty 
during his heydays in political career, he has never been 
enamoured of power and pelf. in that sense, he is a rare 
politician in the present generation. Power has not been able to 
affect him. He has lived his life with simplicity, 
straightforwardness, empathy for fellow human beings and with 
dignity and courage of conviction. in this unusual and unique 
political career of Rabida, Khudi has been a true companion and 
a constant pillar of support. Deservedly, Rabida is always effusive 
about Khudi’s role and contribution. 

| am fortunate to know Rabida from close quarters. He is 
truly an exceptional character in public life and his contribution 
in the enriching of the public space has been immense. Let us 
hope that in the coming years, many more men and women 
would draw inspiration from him and we shall see many more 
such benevolent, caring and principled politicians in our country. 


=) 


151 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


Rabi Ray : Reminiscences 


Rabi Ray — An Exemplary Life 
Sumit Chakravartty 


Following the demise of Madhu Limaye in January 1995; one had 
written: 


“Madhuji, as he was to all of us, was a person of rare integrity. 
One of the last stalwarts of our freedom struggle, he practised 
whatever he preached, an anachronism in today’s India... 


“ ..a Socialist since the very beginning, he was deeply 
influenced by the ideas and ideals of Rammanohar Lohia whose 
analyses of India’s social realities he accepted without 
equivocation... 


“...he lived a simple life shorn of elegance and opulence 
which he detested as much as he resented social inequities and 
caste stratification. He was able to lead a full life with his head 
high precisely because he never hesitated to call a spade a 
spade...” 


In a large measure these words apply to Limaye’s close 
associate and comrade-in-arms in the socialist movement, Rabi 
Ray, who stood by him throughout in all the trials and tribulations 
in post-independence India and who, like Limaye, never 
abandoned principles for short-term gains. 


Another noted personality in the socialist movement. 
Madhu Dandavate, was also close to him even though, unlike 
Madhu Limaye, the two (Rabi Ray and Dandavate) had not stood 
shoulder to shoulder at every twist and turn of Indian politics. 
For example, when the ruling Janata Party split in 1979 on the 
issue of ‘dual membership’ (of the members of the Jana Sangh 
wing of the Janata Party with the RSS) that was brought to the 
centre of debate by socialist leader Madhu Limaye and the party 
was divided in the middle on that very issue, Rabi Ray joined 


152 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


Sumit Chakravartty 


the breakaway group led by Charan Singh (later to be named as 
the Janata Dal-Secular} alongwith Limaye, George Fernandes and 
other socialists whereas Madhu Dandavate remained in the 
original Janata Party with such socialist figures as Surendra 
Mohan. Yet this did not cast any shadow on their personal 
relations. That is because both Rabi Ray and Madhu Dandavate 
were rooted in certain intrinsic values—mora!s—in the political 
arena that are becoming increasingly rare in the realm of today’s 
politics in particular. In fact when a special Commemorative 
Volume on Madhu Dandavate in Parliament was brought out by 
the Lok Sabha Secretariat in 2007, the piece of Rabi Ray on 
Madhu Dandavate was among the best since it had aptly pointed 
to the latter’s humane qualities. Reading that tribute one 
instantly felt that what Rabi Ray-ji had said about Madhu 
Dandavate was applicable to himself as well, since those very 
humane qualities and values also epitomised Rabi Ray’s own life 
and work. 


Those qualities were inculcated and the personality of 
Rabi Ray moulded in the company and under the guidance of 
the socialists’ ideological leader and teacher, Rammanohar Lohia, 
one of the most outstanding political leaders of post- 
independence India who, in his brief span of 57 years, left a 
deep, profound and indelible impression on our political and 
social life. That is a reality one cannot possibly overlook. Like 
Rabi Ray-ji several other socialists who came under Dr Lohia’s 
spell were influenced by him beyond measure. 


In Odisha there was a fairly strong and powerful socialist 
movement alongside a reasonably vibrant communist 
movement. The socialist stream was enriched by contributions 
from personalities like Rabi Ray, not to speak of such thinkers 
and activists like Kishan Patnaik. They were all imbibed by the 
Lohiaite spirit of simple living and high thinking. In Rabi Ray’s 
case his fluency in Hindi was an added attraction on the national 
scene—this too was the direct outcome of the Lohiaite approach. 
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Rabi Ray has been a tireless crusader for the cause of our 
toiling people—the downtrodden and the disprivileged seeking 
a place in the sun. For that very cause he had to suffer privation, 
imprisonment apart from manifold harassments and even 
persecution. He has all along fought against the existence of 
two Indias—India and Bharat. Hence his unequivocal opposition 
to the new economic policies dictated by the international 
lending agencies paving the way for the corporate and 
multinational takeover of the State giving a go-by to the Gandhian 
path of development uphold by Lohia and his associates. That is 
why he had no hesitation in extending wholehearted support to 
and expressing solidarity with every effort aimed at unveiling 
an alternative paradigm of development that would place the 
aam aodmi or common people constituting the majority of our 
population at the centre of attention and not the profit motive 
of the market forces espoused by the affluent but vocal minority 
who have seceded from the bulk of the public comprising the 
nation as a whole. 


In Parliament Rabi Ray has always brought into focus the 
misery and hardship of the people following Gandhiji’s directive 
to wipe every drop of tear from every eye. 


Wherever he was and whichever position he held, he 
never lost sight of the poorest of the poor and worked 
throughout for his/her upliftment following the Gandhian 
dictum. 


Can one ever forget such a figure, a person of rectitude 
who never even once compromised his principles at the altar of 
opportunism, one who never bowed to any pressure nor 
submitted before any authority, howsoever powerful? Such a 
magnetic personality as Rabi Ray-ji, one is certain, will continue 
to inspire generations of indians striving to build a better future 
for the country, Society, nation and polity at large. 


=) 
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Neither | am a loyalist of Sri Rabi Roy nor he knows me. 
| had no inclination or scope to be benefited by him when he 
was capable of doing so. | also do not believe in his political 
ideology. But without any inhibition | admit that, Sri Ray not 
being allowed to be in the helms of the affairs of our State has 
harmed the interest of the common people of the State. 


During my college days (1967 to 1971) as a student of 
College of Agriculture, | was drawn towards Marxism and Left 
oriented political activities. At that of point of time, Naxalism 
based on the ideals, teachings of Mao-tse-Tung (Whose name 
has been changed to Mao-ze-Dung now and whose 
granddaughter is the 3rd biggest Corporate entity of China today) 
was spreading like wild fire. Mao-tse-Tung’s Red Book was 
banned in India but we students were collecting the same 
clandestinely. As my family problems and financial constraints 
were too acute to allow me to plunge into direct Naxal 
movement, | opted for constitutionally allowed Communist 
movement. | was at great pains from that point of time upto 
around the year 2000 for not being able to lead a life of a 
Naxalite, which, in retrospect today appears to be a correct path 
in as much as they have also of late, betrayed the common 
people. 


Be it as may, our leaders in the pink Communist parties 
were not seeing eye to eye with Socialist leaders, Gandhians, 
Sarvodayees and the opposite also holds good. The-then 
Janasangha (Later on amalgamated with Janata Dal and again 
rechristened as Bharatiya Janata Party — BJP) which is a 
formidable political force today was not a force at all and 
Congress party, which was in power then was dear to Corporate. 
But Communists, Socialists, Gandhians whose political ideology 
is against capitalism, instead of fighting Congress were fighting 
among themselves,lest the other would capture the power. 
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The ORT Bus stand of Bhubaneswar, at that time was in 
front of Western Market building, near which public meetings 
were being held. We were a group of around 8 persons (of 
which 2 are no more and we all others are out of politics) who 
were spearheading all the movements in the then small town 
of Bhubaneswar led by Late Sri Shuvendu Samal who once was 
the President of BJB College Students’ Union. As far as | 
remember, during 1970, a SOS was sent by our top most political 
master to meet him and on arrival we were instructed to 
sabotage a public meeting being organised by Sanjukta Socialist 
Party (SSP) to be addressed by Sri Rabi Ray and Sri Raj Narayan 
(Since deceased who defeated Indira Gandhi in election). 


In order to sabotage that meeting, we started drawing 
plans. Suddenly “Police Permission” angle occurred to my mind 
and on enquiry with Capital Police Station personnel; it was 
revealed that for their meeting, no police permission was 
accorded. it was a golden opportunity for us which we exploited, 
got the permission and remained silent. On the meeting day, 
pendal, light, sound system etc. were arranged by Sri Ray’s 
people. When the meeting started we reached there with the 
police permission and demanded them to leave the place as the 
permission was in our favour. Sri Raj Narain started shouting in 
Hindi, “Yeh Russia Ka paisa Danga Kar Raha hai” (with USSR 
money, these people are creating disturbances). Ultimately, they 
fled and we conducted the meeting and were patted on the 
back by our leader. 


One mentor of ours was staying in a quarter allotted to 
a party MLA. We used to visit him there regularly. One of the 
two SSP MLAs was allotted the upstairs quarter of the nearby 
flat to which Sri Ray was a frequent visitor. After the aforesaid 
incident, once he called me while | was going to my leader and 
counseled me to ask my leader as to “Why Communists are 
opposing Socialists though Congress is the main enemy?”. On 
my asking the same, my leader, who had noticed Sri Ray speaking 
to me had remarked, “He has poisoned your mind. A section of 
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Congressmen will come out of that party and as we are not so 
strong a force, we all together will capture power”. Though ! was 
a novice in politics at that point of time, | distinctly remember 
to have replied to him, “if they do not come out and our leaders 
join them.” to which he had no answer. 


My leader is no more. And the red flags though hoisted 
are not flying. The flags of Socialists are also museum piece. On 
the breaking away of the erstwhile Soviet Union, revolutionary 
Odia poet Sri Sachi Routray wrote a peom “Potaka Olahao Nahin 
{ Do not down the flag) this dibacle. If, all the Socialists, 
Communists, Sarvodayees, Gandhians would have come together 
rather than practicing “Divided we stand, United we fall policy” 
perhaps the rule of the country would not have been handed 
over on a platter to Sri Modi, whose only agenda is to provide 
protection to Corporates at any cost. 


But that was not to be. Because the leaders sharing those 
progressive ideologies chose to stand alone and ultimately 
bemoan like that Germany Pastor Martin Neomoler “When Nazis 
came to kill socialists, | did not open my mouth because | was 
not a Socialist. When they came to kill Trade Unionists, and 
Jews, | did not open my mouth because | was not one of them 
and when finally they came to kill me, there was nobody to 
speak for me.” 


And the net outcome has been the attitude “Let him die 
so that I will prosper” and they all are consigned to the pages 
of history. And as we all know, history is very cruel. Their 
ideologies are based on scientific rules, where any wrong 
application, results in explosion. This has happened in India due 
to short sightedness of Communists, Socialists, and Sarvodaya 
leaders. 


As | do not find any hope of revival of a Socialist Society, 
| pray, let my memory also fail like that of Sri Rabi Ray Ji so that 
| get relief from crying in wilderness. 


=) 
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Rabi Ray 
A pillar of Democracy and people’s Rights 


Vandana Shiva 


The 1990’s were a decade of intense debates on 
Globalisation. 


And Rabi Rayji was a leader both in shaping the debate 
and the people’s movements. 


We in the Research Foundation were particularly privileged 
to have had him as a Founder of our public interest organization, 
and grateful for his guidance and leadership. 


People’s Movement againstGatt/WTO 


Rabi Rayji was a freedom fighter throughout his life. He 
taught us how to defend our freedom in times of Globalisation 
and Corporate Rule. 


Corporations define freedom as “free trade”, which is 
corporate globalization.” Free trade” rules are written by 
corporations to enlarge their freedom to commodify and privatize 
the last inch of land, the last drop of water, the last seed, the 
last morsel of food. In the process they must destroy the freedom 
of the Earth and the Earth Family, and destroy the freedom of 
people to their lives and livelihoods,their cultures and 
democracies, by enclosing the commons, commodifying and 
privatizing every aspect of life. 


Creating markets by destroying people’s seed and food 
freedom is at the heart of the rules of globalization, enshrined 
in the WTO Rules, which are written by corporations, for 
corporations. Thus the Agriculture Agreement rules were written 
by Cargill, the world’s biggest grain trader, to destroy the food 
sovereignty of countries. At the centre of the Bali negotiations 
was the pressure to force countries to dismantle food security 
programs and transform food from a right to a commodity. 
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Monsanto acknowledges as having drafted the TRIPS 
agreement. A Monsanto representative stated that they were 
the “patient,diagnostician,physician” all in one,in drafting the 
TRIPS agreement. And the “disease” they diagnosed and sought 
to cure was that farmers saved seeds. The cure was that farmers 
should be prevented from saving and exchanging seeds by 
defining these fundamental freedoms as a crime. 


The Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) 
Agreement of the World Trade Agreement, imposes patents on 
seeds, and patents allow corporations like Monsanto to prevent 
farmers from saving seeds. Worse, as in the case of Monsanto 
vs Bowman farmers cannot buy grain in the market and grow a 
crop from it. And worse still, as in the case of Percy Schmeiser, 
a Canadian farmer whose canola crop was genetically 
contaminated with Monsanto’s Round Up Ready Canola, 
Monsanto can use patents, to sue farmers whose crops it has 
contaminated with its GMOs. 


Even as Speaker of Parliament, Rabi Rayji stood with 
people’s movements. 


| remember travelling with him to Meerut to discuss the 
impacts of GATT/WTO on farmers. We travelled together with SP 
Shukla, former Secretary of Govt. of India, and our Ambassador 
to Gatt during the Uruguay Round, throughout Orissa addressing 
public meetings. In spite of his age he travelled overnight so we 
could meet more people. 


Bija Satyagraha 


Monsanto today monopolises the cotton seed supply in 
India, collecting royalties from seed, which have trapped farmers 
in debt. Nearly 300000 farmers have committed suicide in India 
since 1995 when India was transformed into a market for global 
corporations. Farmers’ suicides are a result of the privatization 
of commons such as seeds, through IPR and Seed Laws imposed 
by the state or interstate bodies on behalf of corporations. 
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Thus patents on seeds were imposed through genetic 
engineering. This is the privatization of seeds and life as a 
commons. It is the enclosure of the biological and intellectual 
commons. Genetic Engineering has failed to increase yields or 
control pests and weeds. (See Navdanya report The GMO 
Emperor has no Clothes). And growth in Monsanto’s superprofits 
through collection of royalties goes hand in hand with farmers 
going into debt to pay for royalties and committing suicide. 
When the failure of GMOs and the high economic and social 
costs borne by farmers is taken into account, there is no 
justification of privatizing of seeds through patents. Intellectual 
property rights on seed lead to policing and regulating of citizens 
by the state to increase corporate control. Instead of being a 
defender of people’s sovereignty by regulating corporations, 
the state becomes an instrument of corporate sovereignty and 
people’s slavery. 


Seed laws for compulsory registration which are being 
pushed everywhere are based on illegitimate restriction of 
people’s freedom in order to enhance corporate freedom to 
establish seed monopolies. An example is the 2004 Seed Law of 
India which could never be enacted because of our resistance 
through a Seed Satyagraha, 


The second process for establishing corporate rule and 
increasing corporate freedom is deregulation of areas that need 
to be regulated by the state.Foreg GMOs can cause ecological 
harm through genetic pollution, harm to public health, and socio 
economic harm through seed monopolies leading to farmers’ 
distress. That is why we have Biosafety laws at national levels 
and The Cartagena Protoco! for Biosafety at the International 
level. Attempts to change India’s Biosafey laws, and impose 
BRAI, the Biotechnology Regulatory Authority of India is an 
example of such deregulation. Another example was the 
Monsanto Protection Act of the US, which died during the budget 
debate.Recently the state of Vermont in the US passed a law to 
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label GMO food. Monsanto is suing the government on grounds 
that it is a “person”, and denying citizens the Right o Know what 
they are eating is their freedom of speech. 


Corporate rule through free trade first created corporate 
states - states that work for corporations,not for people. This 
has created an inverted state, which protects corporations from 
democratic control, instead of protecting people from predatory 
corporations. “Free Market Democracy” is rule of the 
corporations, for the corporations, by the corporations. People 
will not give up their freedoms without resistance, so we see 
the next step of the creation of the corporate military state. 
Why else would US intelligence spy on anti GMO activists? Why 
else would FBI go after activists of the Occupy movement. Why 
else would NSA have surveillance over citizens and governments 
of the world as revealed by Snowden? Why else would 
corporations use the Indian Intelligence to try and destroy our 
sovereignty and democracy by unjustifiably attacking those of 
us to have given our lives to defend our seed and food 
sovereignty? Why else would governments and corporations 
impose Seed laws to prohibit the use of local seeds and breeds 
which have been evolved by farmers and have been proven safe 
over millennia.? 


And the next generation of “free trade agreements” give 
corporations power to sue governments that protect their 
people.This is at the heart of the Trans Pacific Partnership, and 
the US Europe Free Trade Agreement. investment chapters in 
free trade agreements contain highly controversial provisions 
(dubbed ‘investor-state dispute settlement’ or ISDS) 
empowering an investor, i.e. corporation, to sue the host state. 
This is not about trade any more. It is about totalitarian corporate 
rule which cannot co-exist with people’s freedom. 


We want freedoms for people, not corporations. We want 
governments to regulate corporations that cause harm, and not 
police citizens through undemocratic seed laws and food laws 
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whose only objective is to criminalise citizen’s freedom in order 
to establish corporate totalitarianism over our seed and food. 


And to ensure that unjust laws do not destroy our last 
freedoms we must remember Gandhi’s call “As long as the 
Superstition exists that unjust laws must be obeyed, so long will 
slavery exist”. 


And there is only one way to defend freedom in the face 
of unjust laws-Satyagraha-the Fight for Truth. We are being called 
on to practise Seed Satyagraha and Food Satyagraha to defend 
our every day Seed Freedom and Seed Sovereignty, and Food 
Freedom and Food Democracy. 


My fondest memory of Rabi Rayji is of him leading the Bija 
Satyagraha at the Dandi March Statue against the illegal 
introduction of GMO Cotton by Monsanto. 


A true Gandhian,throughout his life and message, he 
brought to our generation, the gift of creative and resolute ways 
to defend our freedom and thus created a continuity between 
the freedom movement, and movements for defense of freedom 
in our minds. 


Rabi Rayji, you will always live in our hearts and minds. 


Thank you for the honour of allowing us to walk a few 
steps in your light. 
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The name Rabi Ray conjures 
MH up the image of a Gandhian 
and a socialist who at once 


inspires awe and affability. 
An endemtc perfectionist, he has set bench marks wherever 
he has been stationed in life. One of the leading lights of 
socialist movement in post-independence India Rabi Ray was 
also an astute Parliamentarian. He served as Health Minister 
of India for very short period but while in office, the reforms 
he brought about and precedents he set forth remain 
unparalleled even decades after his taking sanyas from party 
politics. 


Rabi Ray belongs to that vanishing tribe of Statesmen who 
kept their country above their self and their principles above 
political expediency. This collection of reminiscences by his 
admirers drawn from various walks of life, pieced together, 
paints the portrait of an amiable humanist and a perfect 
gentleman politician. 


LOHIA ACADEMY 
Bhubaneswar 
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